Lighting Up the Night
Fireflies are a treasured part of
summer in Michigan. There are
about 170 species of these
beetles in the United States
and Canada, but only about 30
species
can be
found in
the
Great
Lakes
Region.
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trees where they hide under
bark ridges. The larvae eat
earthworms, terrestrial snails,
slugs, and organic matter. Fireflies overwinter as larvae, digging into the ground or hiding
under lose bark. The larvae also glow, warning predators of
their toxicity. Fireflies can
spend 1-3 years as larvae, depending on their species.
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Be a Helping Hand
There are a few things you can
do to help the declining population of fireflies.
•

Minimize the use of chemical
fertilizers in your yard. Fertilizers can add lethal salts to
the soil, while many pesticides are indiscriminate and
kill the eggs and larvae.

•

Add trees and shrubs to your
landscape and allow dead
leaves to accumulate in some
areas of your yard. This helps
ensure a food and hiding
places.

•

Mow less! Short grass is less
appealing to fireflies.
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