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Inspiring people to be stewards of the natural world

Farewell to Retiring
Board Members
Dennis Pilaske
Executive Director
Chippewa Nature Center has always relied on a talented group
of community volunteers to serve on its Board of Directors.
The Board is an integral part of creating and carrying out
CNC’s policies that in-sure sound management and business
practices, as well as implementation of the mission of the organization. In 2020 we bid farewell to five board members
whose terms are ending. They have all provided exceptional
leadership and commitment to this organization.

Trail Hours:
19 miles of trails open
year-round, dawn-to-dark daily!
Visitor Center Hours:
Mon-Sat • 8 am-5 pm
Sun & select holidays • 12-5 pm

Visitor Center

Located near the confluence of the Pine and Chippewa rivers,
Visitor Center features include:
Ecosystem Gallery • Hands-on exhibits and a live reptile and
amphibian exhibit
River Overlook • Spectacular views of the Pine River
Wildlife Viewing Area • Observe animals through one-way glass
Nature Discovery Area • Activities, books and games
Bur Oak Theater • Short interpretive videos
Naturalist Station • A naturalist is available to answer
questions in person, by phone or online
Nature Center Store • Books, toys, gifts and more
Cover photo: Maple tree flowers
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Kirk Fisher from Chemical
Bank joined the board in 2011,
serving as Treasurer through
2017 and Board President until
2020. Incoming President, Rob
Maxwell stated, “I’ve had the
joy and privilege of serving
alongside Kirk Fisher on CNC’s
Board for the last seven years. Kirk has provided a steady hand
on the tiller having the unique ability to evaluate information
at a detailed level while maintaining a big-picture view of
the entire operation, keeping the Mission and Vision at the
forefront of all his decisions. CNC will continue to reap the
rewards of Kirk’s leadership and guidance for years to come.”
Kirk regularly volunteered at Fall Harvest Festival and Maple
Syrup Day, and will remain on CNC’s Endowment Investment
committee. Kirk said one of his highlights came a few years
ago when the board was invited to a “river walk” with staff.
“We walked in the river and the staff shared their knowledge
about plants and animals.” He noted that, “It was great to see
the staff have fun and enjoy the river in such a unique fashion.”
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Sat, March 21 • 10 am-4 pm
FREE for members & all children!
Just $5/non-member adult

Pancake Meal
10 am-2 pm | Members Only 9-10 am

The woods and sugarhouse
come to life in March as we make maple syrup at CNC!
Maple crafts, games and hands-on activities in the Visitor Center
will engage children of all ages. Stop by the Wigwam to learn
how Native Americans used the resources along the Pine River
to make maple sugar. Be sure to visit the Nature Center Store
where you’ll find sweet treats and other nature-based items for
purchase.
When you’re ready to experience the magic of making maple
syrup, take a wagon ride to the Sugarhouse to see how we boil
sap into pure maple syrup. You’ll also find an 1870s sap boiling
demonstration and learn how to make syrup at home in small
batches. Enjoy a guided tour of the sugarbush, practice tapping
a tree or discover some sugarbush treasure with a scavenger
hunt in the woods. Completed scavenger hunts will be entered
into a prize drawing.
In the Schoolhouse, check out maple syrup story time (on the
hour from 10 am-3 pm) or the maple puppet play (on the halfhour from 10:30 am-3:30 pm). Check out the Homestead Cabin
to enjoy the smell of maple recipes cooking on the wood stove
and then swing by the Timber Frame Barn for a taste of “sugar
on snow” as we make old fashioned maple syrup taffy.
Venture out for food and fun at Maple Syrup Day!
To volunteer, contact Cathy Devendorf at
cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org
or 989.631.0830.

A volunteer boils sap harvested on site into pure maple syrup

Pancake Meal

10 am-2 pm
9-10 am – Member open seating
Menu includes:
• unlimited pancakes with
REAL maple syrup
• sausage and apple sauce
• milk and coffee
Non-members:
$8 (ages 13 and up), $5 (ages 3-12),
free for children under age 3
Members:
$7 (ages 13 and up), $4 (ages 3-12),
free for children under age 3

Sponsored by:

Marianne and
Fred McKelvy

2

Fri & Sat, April 3 & 4

7-10 pm • Bullock Creek Auditorium
Tickets: $18 | 14.40/CNC member

E

Into the Canyon © Pete McBride

ach year, the spirit of adventure is celebrated at the
Banff Centre Mountain Film Festival! The top films
from that festival go on tour, and CNC is proud to
host one of the stops on the World Tour for the 16th year
in a row. Once again, we will offer two nights of films, with
each evening featuring a different set of films telling the
stories of people who live, play, and enjoy the outdoors
through high adventure, drama, humor and a love of
the outdoors. There will be an intermission with free
refreshments and prize giveaways each night. Please refer
to online listing for any content advisories. Film list subject
to change.
Friday, April 3

The Flip

A NORDIC SKATER (2018, Lithuania, 5 minutes)
The story of a man who uses every sense he has to travel
on thin ice while Nordic skating in the Oslo region of
Norway. He tells the story of how the little known sport
of Nordic skating came to play a big part in his life.

THE FLIP (2019, USA, 3 minutes)
French Skydiver Remi Angeli must face his fears in order
to explore new expressions of movement while BASE
jumping in Mexico. On the other side of his fear he
discovers life in its purest form.

OPENING THE EARTH:THE POTATO KING
(TOUR EDIT) (2018, USA, 13 minutes)
Julio Hancco is a guardian of biodiversity, critical to the
survival of humanity. He represents a people, a culture,
and way of life that is being lost to modernization. Will
their culture survive? Or will it all be lost with the last
Potato King?
THE RUNNING PASTOR (2019, USA, 9 minutes)
Sverri is a local Pastor and avid runner who uses his time
on the trails to work through not only his own personal
conflicts, but the conflicts of others he often is burdened
with.

Reel Rock 13: Up to Speed © Eddie Fowke

CAMEL FINDS WATER (2019, US, 9 minutes)
Trevor found the hull of an abandoned fishing boat in
a field. He brought it home and built it back to a seaworthy state over the course of a summer. Then, he took
it on its maiden voyage to British Columbia in search of
waves.
THE LADAKH PROJECT (2019, Austria, 13 minutes)
Seven days, three rivers, one woman. This is the story
of Nouria Newman’s solo kayak adventure in the Indian
Himalaya.
INTO THE CANYON (2019, USA, 45 minutes)
Pete McBride and Kevin Fedarko tell a story of extreme
physical hardship where the bonds of friendship are
stretched and the timeless beauty of the Grand Canyon
becomes meditation and ultimately a cautionary tale for
our complex relationship with the natural world.
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REEL ROCK 13: UP TO SPEED (2018, USA, 20 min)
When climbing was announced as part of the 2020
Olympics, it was a monumental occasion for the sport.
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Sponsored locally by:
Senator Jim and
Marsha Stamas

find your happy.

Tickets
on sale
NOW!

The Long River Home © Will Stauffer Norris

But many climbers were shocked to learn that one of
three combined events required to compete for a medal
is… speed climbing.
CHARGE (2019, Canada, 5 min)
Four top freeskiers and a World Champion drone pilot
are dropped at Chatter Creek, BC for one week. Their
instructions: charge as hard as you can everyday.
Saturday, April 4

Reel Rock 14:The High Road

SURFER DAN (2018, USA, 8 minutes)
In a time when it can feel like you need to fly to the
opposite side of the globe to find adventure and
challenge, Surfer Dan proves that with dedication, grit
and a little creativity you might already have all you need
outside your own backdoor.

THE LONG RIVER HOME (2019, USA, 20 min)
US veterans who were injured in war come together for
another mission as they guide blind Navy veteran, Lonnie
Bedwell, on a 14 day river trip in the Grand Canyon.
SIBLINGS (2019, Canada, 3 min)
A short coming of age film that celebrates childhood and
the relationship between siblings.

REEL ROCK 14:THE HIGH ROAD (2019, USA, 18 min)
Highball bouldering ace Nina Williams flexes her guns and
tests her nerves well into the no-fall zone.

SPECTRE EXPEDITION – MISSION ANTARCTICA
(2019, UK, 36 minutes)
1000 miles, 200+ kgs, 65 days, 3 mates, 1 mountain.
Unsupported, using snow-kites to travel great distance,
with massive loads at speeds up to 60 kmph this is the
epic tale of Leo Houlding, Jean Burgun & Mark Sedon’s
daring dream to reach the summit of the most remote
mountain on Earth; The Spectre, Antarctica.
THE MOTIVATOR (2019, USA, 5 minutes)
Filmmaker Aaron Hitchins turns his camera on the person
who has motivated him to lead a life connected to the
outdoors: his mother, Maureen.

Lhotse

HORS PISTE (2018, France, 6 min, animated)
The two best mountain rescue workers of the region are
ready for their new mission. Despite their professionalism
and their determination, it will not go as planned ...

LHOTSE (2019, USA, 23 min)
It’s not always what we achieve that defines us, rather
it is why we achieve such things that creates clarity in
our existence. In 2018, Hilaree Nelson and Jim Morrison
completed the first ski descent of the 27,940-foot Lhotse,
the fourth-highest mountain in the world. This is their
story.
DANNY DAYCARE (2019, UK, 4 minutes)
In his latest film Danny MacAskill takes on some child
care the only way he knows how... by taking them for a
wee bike ride around Scotland!

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |
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(continued from page 1)
born, took advantage of the Nature Day Camps. Probably
my favorite experience over the years was when I showed
up at a Board Meeting one night with my youngest child,
Eryn, once again in tow, only to discover that I had a table
card ‘Secretary of the Board’ as did Eryn ‘Assistant to the
Secretary of the Board’.”
John Davis from Dow
joined the board in
2011 and during his
tenure has been an
active member of the
Development, Finance,
and Staff Appreciation
Committees. He also
served on the Search
and Screen Committee for a new executive director.
John volunteered at Maple Syrup Day, Nature Art Show,
Tapas, Toasts, and Tunes, and the Banff Mountain Film
Festival. Former Board President, Marianne McKelvy had
the following to say about John, “I had the pleasure of
working with John on several committees. His ability to
examine issues from every aspect was extremely helpful
when making major decisions regarding policy, planning
and staffing.”
Michelle
Wilkins,
Dow,
joined the board in 2011 and
during her tenure chaired
the Development and Staff
Appreciation
Committees.
She was a regular volunteer
at Tapas, Toasts and Tunes,
Maple Syrup Day, Executive
Director Transition Team, and
Fall Harvest Festival. When
asked about her time on the
board, Michelle noted, “I can’t
believe how fast 9 years has
come and gone … I love that I have been able to watch my
children grow up with visits to the Nature Center, going
to nature pre-school, camp and volunteering. These are
experiences they will remember for a life time. CNC staff,
you are what makes our amazing center what it is today.
It always astounds me how much the staff does and how
you all think outside of the box to grow and expand the
Nature Center.”
Mike Witt from Dow joined the board in 2014 and will
be retiring from the board after completing six years of
service. Mike provided key leadership while serving on the
Safety and Security and Nominating Committees. He also
volunteered at the Midland County Fair booth and the
Homestead Barn Project. Mike noted,“CNC is one of a kind.
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It brings together
families and the
community in a
special way where
we can celebrate
everything
that
the natural world
has to offer. And
it’s right here in
our backyard in
the Great Lakes Bay Region. It’s been a privilege and honor
to work alongside Dennis and others on the Board as we
fulfill our mission to connect all people with nature through
educational, recreational and cultural experiences.”
Please join me in thanking our retiring board members
for their tireless support of Chippewa Nature Center.
CNC truly could not be the organization it is without this
supportive group of community leaders who give so much
of themselves in order to serve.

Welcome Corrine Bloomfield to
CNC!
Please help us welcome Corrine Bloomfield to
Chippewa Nature Center as our new Historical
Interpreter! Corrine joined the CNC team in January
2020, and comes to us
with 30 years of museum
experience as a curator
focusing
on
education,
exhibits and collections,
including construction and
maintenance of exhibits,
development and execution
of educational programming,
supervising volunteers and
networking with school
systems as well as experience with historical
collections. In addition, she has served as the District
5 Coordinator for Michigan History Day since 2005
and is a member and past president of the Bay City
Noon Optimist Club.
Corrine is a life-long mid-Michigan resident. She
earned a Bachelor of Science in History from
CMU with a biology minor and Museum Studies
concentration and she is working on her Master of
Arts in Education from CMU. She notes, “CNC is
the ultimate classroom, melding cultural and natural
resources and allowing for hands-on and sensory
learning. I am excited to join the staff at CNC where
I will be able to combine my passion for history and
nature. I look forward to create and share programs
that encompass the rich history of our area.”

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |

Wildlife Viewing
Lindsey Harrell
Interpretive Naturalist
Raccoon climbing a tree

S

pring is the perfect season to observe the happenings of
nature. To make the most out of this spring season, try
using some of the following tips for wildlife viewing.

Safety first! Safety for yourself and the wildlife should be
the number one priority. It is easy to become consumed
by the moment during a wildlife sighting. Be aware of your
surroundings and the others around you. Use the “thumbs
up” rule for the animal you are observing. This means if you
put one arm out stretched with a thumbs up gesture and
close one eye, you should see the animal disappear completely
behind your thumb. If the animal is still visible, that means you
are too close. By giving the animal as much space as possible
you are more likely to experience it in a relaxed state, which
is the objective for safe wildlife viewing.
Early birds get the worm? Yes, typically early risers have a
better chance of encountering an animal out on the trails.
However, if you enjoy sleeping in that is no problem! Dusk is a
great time to experience nature.This is the time when you see
the daytime
dwellers
trade
for
nighttime
dwellers. To
experience
CNC at dusk,
try attending
an
evening
program!
Barred Owl in the early morning

If flora is what you are after, it can be difficult to say exactly
when wildflowers will be at their peak.To catch that moment,
make a weekly walk-through to watch the forest floor’s
progress. Keep in mind that when the greenery is starting to
emerge you should stick to the trails to ensure the welfare of
some of the more delicate species.
Tool
of
the trade.
Binoculars
are always
good
to
have handy.
You can use
them
to
observe the
wildflowers
that are a
touch too
Deer crossing the river at dusk
far to see
or patiently
watch a raccoon climb into its tree hole for a snooze. If you
do not own a pair of binoculars, ask for a pair to borrow
while you are enjoying the Visitor Center. They are perfect
for viewing down the river while you are comfortably sitting
in our River Overlook.
If you are new to wildlife viewing or want to learn more,
join the many opportunities offered by CNC staff.This Spring
keep an eye out for public programs and workshops to help
you learn about wildlife happenings.

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |
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MARCH
sun

Calendar of Events

mon

An Afternoon at
the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

tues

1

8

2

Mid-Michigan
Rock Club
7-9 pm

wed

3

9

10

15

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

An Afternoon at
the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

An Afternoon at
the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

An Afternoon at
the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

29
An Afternoon at
the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

Mid-Mitten
Chapter of Wild
Ones
6:30-8:30 pm
Full Moon Stroll
7-8:30 pm

30

Coffee &
Conversation:
Maple Stories
9-10 am

31

Spring Break Mini Day Camp
through April 2
9:30 am-3:30 pm

An Afternoon at the Sugarhouse
Saturdays and Sundays in March • 1-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Discover the magic of
maple syrup season
Saturdays and Sundays in
March* as you experience
the process of making
syrup from start to finish.
Visitors are invited to peek
in buckets on tapped trees, watch the steam rise in the
sugarhouse and learn how to change maple sap into
sweet maple syrup.
*except Sat, March 21 (Maple Syrup Day - admission fee
for non-member adults)
Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues, March 3 • 7-9 pm • Ages 15+, under 18 w/adult
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their
monthly meeting. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans,
collectors and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation
and educate the public about geology-related topics. Learn
more at www.midmichrockclub.com.
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4

thurs
Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am
Owl Prowl
6:30-8:30 pm
Valley Herb
Society
7-9 pm

11

Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am

• •
*

fri

5

6

sat
In Search of
Snowy Owls
9 am-4 pm
An Afternoon at
the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

12

13

19

20

26

Spring
27
Exploration Days through April 5

•

7

Adventures and 14

Songwriting
10-11:30 am
An Afternoon at
the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm
Families in Nature
2-3 pm

21

Maple Syrup Day
10 am-4 pm

28

An Afternoon at the
Sugarhouse 1-4 pm
Jolly Hammers
and Strings 1-4 pm

FREE Programs
Affiliate Programs
Field Trips & Workshops

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program
may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Story Hour
Thurs, March 5 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Owl Prowl
Thurs, March 5 • 6:30-8:30 pm • Register by March 4
Fee: $10 | 8/CNC Member • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Join Interpretive Naturalist Michelle
Fournier for an adventure into the
nighttime world of owls. We’ll start
inside with a look at the habits and
habitats of local owls, then head
outdoors to spots where owls are
often seen or heard. We will travel to different areas of the
property via CNC van, and take some short hikes as we try
to call an owl in for a closer look.
Valley Herb Society
Thurs, March 5 • 7-9 pm
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting.
VHS furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of herbs
among its members. For program information, contact Cathy
Devendorf at cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org or
989-631-0830.

In Search of Snowy Owls
Sat, March 7 • 9 am-4 pm • Register by March 5
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC Member • Ages 15+, under 18 w/adult
The open farm fields of Michigan’s
Thumb area resemble the arctic
summer habitats of Snowy Owls.
Travel by CNC van with Interpretive
Naturalist Michelle Fournier in search
of Snowy Owls. We may also see
Rough-legged hawks, Horned Larks,
Snow Buntings or American Tree Sparrows. Bring a lunch,
binoculars and field guide and dress for the weather. We will
have spotting scopes and binoculars to share. Most time will
be spent driving or standing outside the van, but we’ll also
include a few short walks.
Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones
Mon, March 9 • 6:30-8:30 pm
During this work session, we will make bee nesting blocks,
bird houses, or bird feeders to sell during the Native Plant
Sale in May. Bring your own tools if you can, such as drill,
hammer, pliers, screwdriver, and safety glasses.
Join the Mid-Mitten Wild Ones Group for their monthly
meeting. Wild Ones helps preserve biodiversity through
the preservation, restoration and establishment of native
plant communities. For more information contact Jeanne
Henderson at hendersonjeanne23@gmail.com.
Full Moon Stroll
Mon, March 9 • 7-8:30 pm • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Walk by the light of the full Sap moon when maple sap flows
and the annual tapping of maple trees occurs. We'll stroll
the River Trail into the Beech Maple Woods as we look
for animal tracks and silhouettes and listen for nocturnal
wildlife. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight.
Coffee & Conversation: Maple Stories
Wed, March 11 • 9-10 am • Ages 18+
Come explore the sweet story of maple sugar. Listen to a
maple sugar origin story, compare methods, examine tools
and take home a few seasonal recipes to add to the family
collection.
Adventures and Songwriting with the Okee Dokee Brothers

Sat, March 14 • 10-11:30 am • Register by March 13
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Join the Grammy Awardwinning family music group the
Okee Dokee Brothers for a
morning of adventure! CNC
staff will lead hands-on trail
activities, and then Joe and
Justin of the Okee Dokee Brothers will lead a songwriting
circle where they will share stories of their travels and how
it inspires their music. Learn more about the Okee Dokee
Brothers at www.okeedokee.org. Pre-registration required.

Presented in cooperation with Midland Center for the Arts;
learn more about a March 13 event at www. mcfta.org.

Families in Nature:The Season of Syrup
Sat, March 14 • 2-3 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Join a CNC Educator to experience
the Sugarbush in its prime season.
Learn how to identify maple trees, tap
for sap and see how maple syrup is
made.
Venture out to Chippewa Nature
Center for the monthly Families
in Nature program series! Join CNC’s naturalists for this
outdoor program to explore the wonders of Michigan’s
seasons.
Story Hour
Tues, March 19 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
			Maple Syrup Day
			
Sat, March 21 • 10 am-4 pm
			See page 2 for full details.
Spring Exploration Days
Fri, March 27-Sun, April 5 • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Enjoy your break from school while exploring the wonders
of nature in Michigan! This indoor program includes a variety
of self-guided, hands-on exploration stations. Experiments,
fun facts, crafts and scavenger hunts are just a few of the
types of activities you’ll find.
Jolly Hammers and Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat, March 28 • 1-4 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly Hammers
& Strings Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!
Spring Break Mini-Day Camp
Mon-Thurs, March 30-April 2 • 9:30 am-3:30 pm
Register by March 25
Fee: $150 | 120/CNC Member • Ages 5-12
Join us on this four-day nature
adventure filled with fun and
discovery! Each day, we will play
active games, explore outdoors,
do craft projects, sing songs and
have a snack. Campers will be
divided into smaller camp groups
according to age. Each camper
should bring weather appropriate clothes and a lunch each
day. A confirmation with more details will be emailed the
week prior to camp.
Campers 8 years old and up are invited to camp out at the
Visitor Center on Thursday night. Campers will be ready
for pick up at 9 am on Friday. The cost for the overnight
experience is an additional $25 to the regular mini-camp fee.
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APRIL
sun

Calendar of Events
mon

• •

tues

wed

thurs

•

FREE Programs
Affiliate Programs
Field Trips & Workshops
*

12

Experience
Earth Day
1-4 pm

19

26

6

13

Mid-Mitten
Chapter of Wild
Ones
6:30-8:30 pm

Mid-Michigan 7
Rock Club
7-9 pm
Full Moon Stroll
8-9:30 pm

14

Designing Your
Landscape with
Native Plants
6:30-8:30 pm

27

Spring Frogs
6-7:30 pm

50 Years of
Archaeology
at Chippewa
Nature Center
7-8 pm

28

Story Hour
Thurs, April 2 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour will include
a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-appropriate activities.
Valley Herb Society
Thurs, April 2 • 7-9 pm
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting.VHS
furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of herbs among its
members. For program information, contact Cathy Devendorf at
cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org or 989-631-0830.
Banff Centre Mountain Film Festival World Tour
Fri, April 3 & Sat, April 4 • 7-10 pm
See pages 3-4 for full details.
Full Moon Stroll
Tues, April 7 • 8-9:30 pm • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Before it gets dark, we will check the ground to see if this
month’s name is appropriate – the Sprouting Grass Moon.
Any plants turning green by now are a welcome sight as
spring unfolds. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight.
Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues, April 7 • 7-9 pm • Ages 15+, under 18 w/adult
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their monthly
meeting. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans, collectors

9

8

Coffee &
Conversation:
Spring
Wildflowers
9-10 am

21

20

2

15

22

29

9

In Search of
Woodcock and
Snipe
7:30-9 pm

Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am

sat
3

Banff Centre
Mountain Film
Festival World
Tour
7-10 pm

Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am
Valley Herb
Society
7-9 pm

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program
may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Spring
5
Exploration Days

fri

Spring
1
Exploration Days through April 5

Wee Stroll
9:30-10:30 am

Banff Centre
Mountain Film
Festival World
Tour
7-10 pm

10

16

17

23

24

In Search of
Woodcock and
Snipe
8-9:30 pm

4

11

Nature’s Eggs
Extravaganza
9:30 am-12 pm
Families in Nature
2-3 pm

18

25
Jolly Hammers
and Strings
1-4 pm

Paddling the 30
Maple River State
Game Area by
Voyageur Canoe
5-9 pm

and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation and
educate the public about geology-related topics. Learn more
at www.midmichrockclub.com.
Coffee & Conversation: Spring Wildflowers
Wed, April 8 • 9-10 am • Ages 18+
Beautiful native wildflowers are important components
of woodland habitats forming the basis of food webs and
shelter for many animals. Learn to identify some spring
wildflowers blooming March through May.
In Search of Woodcock and Snipe
Thurs, April 9 • 7:30-9 pm • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Join naturalist Tom Lenon on a short
hike to look for Woodcock and Snipe.
Tom will show you the different habitat
these birds use and discuss their mating
behaviors. Wear dark clothing and we
should also be able to find some of
these birds as they go through their mating displays.
Wee Stroll
Fri, April 10 • 9:30-10:30 am • Ages 6 mos-2 yrs w/adult
This program is designed for parents to take a guided walk
with their child, learn about the outdoors and learn ways to
introduce children to the natural world around them.

Warbler Season
Michelle Fournier
Public Program Coordinator/
Interpretive Naturalist

S

pringtime is a birdwatcher’s paradise. With migration in
full swing, ducks, hawks and songbirds are on the move
to their breeding grounds. This is a special time of year
for birders to see a colorful group of songbirds known as
wood warblers.
Wood warblers are a diverse group of small and vibrant
colored songbirds with complex vocalizations. Colors of the
various species include brown, blue, orange and olive-green,
but yellow is most common. Like many other birds, female
warblers are usually less colorful, sometimes looking like
diluted versions of their mates. There are over 35 species of
warbler that either nest or migrate through Michigan, including

Prothonotary Warbler

the rarest songbird in North America- the Kirtland’s Warbler.
A handful of warblers nest at CNC, but most continue their
journey further north into the UP and Canada.
May is prime birding for warblers. During migration, mixed
flocks of warblers can be found foraging for insects as they
refuel for their journey. Springtime is also easier to see
the birds because the leaves haven’t opened completely to
obscure their view. Once the leaves open on the trees, finding
warblers, even with binoculars, is almost impossible and
identification is based on song alone.
Following these birds are flocks of birders hoping to see as
many warblers as they can. Warbler hot spots such as Tawas
State Park and Magee Marsh in nearby OH are popular
sites with people traveling across the country to witness
warbler migration here in the Midwest. While these sites
are spectacular for warblers, you don’t have to travel far to
see one. With over 30 species of warbler documented at
the nature center since the 1970s, birding at CNC is a great
opportunity to catch a glimpse.
While these quick and small birds can be challenging to see
and identify for beginners, the reward of witnessing these
flying gems is worth the effort. Grab some binoculars and hit
the trails to discover the world of warblers.

Blackburnian Warbler

7

Looking for help on where to start finding warblers? Check
out CNC’s calendar for a list of guided bird hikes and field
trips.

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |
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Nature’s Eggs Extravaganza
Sat, April 11 • Register by April 11
Fee: $10 | 8/CNC Member • Ages 3-12 w/adult
Select a hunt time: 10, 10:30, 11 or 11:30 am
Venture out for a special egg hunt
event! Each child will make his/her
own egg hunt bag, then venture into
the woods to search high and low for
hidden eggs. Prizes will be awarded
to all participants. Before or after the
hunt, be sure to spend time inside
the Visitor Center discovering the wonders of Michigan’s
egg-laying animals through various games and activities. For
everyone’s enjoyment, group sizes for the hunts will be kept
small and children will be divided according to age.
Families in Nature:Vernal Pools
Sat, April 11 • 2-3m • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Come explore spring woodland pools using dippers and nets.
We will try to find the frogs, salamanders, fairy shrimp and
other aquatic invertebrates that call the vernal pools home.
Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones: Wildflower
Walkway Service Night
Mon, April 13 • 6:30-8:30 pm
Help ready the garden next to CNC’s Visitor Center for
spring growth and divide some early blooming species to
enhance the biodiversity of this area. Bring your own tools –
pruning shears, trowel, small spade, gloves, or rake.
Join the Mid-Mitten Wild Ones Group for their monthly
meeting. Wild Ones helps preserve biodiversity through
the preservation, restoration and establishment of native
plant communities. For more information contact Jeanne
Henderson at hendersonjeanne23@gmail.com.
Designing Your Landscape With Native Plants
Workshop
Tues, April 14 • 6:30-8:30 pm • Register by March 12
Fee: $15 | 12/CNC Member • Ages 18+
Learn how to create a landscape
design for your yard utilizing native
trees, shrubs, wildflowers, grasses
and ferns in this hands-on workshop.
Martha Holzheuer, Landscape
Ecologist and Certified Ecological
Restoration Practitioner, will discuss types of gardens such
as butterfly, pollinator and bird-friendly, as well as species for
compatible plantings near utility lines. We can recommend
herbaceous and woody plants for shade, sun or mixed
conditions. Bring a sketch or aerial photo of your yard and
measurements. Many of the plants discussed will be available
at CNC’s Native Plant Sale May 28-30.
50 Years of Archaeology at Chippewa Nature Center
Wed, April 15 • 7-8 pm • Ages 15+, under 18 w/adult
Proximity to the Pine and Chippewa Rivers has made the land
of CNC home to people for thousands of years.Join Dr. Scot
Beld for an overview of the archaeology that has taken place
and helped us understand humans’ connection to the natural
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resources found here. From prehistoric Native American
sites to 1830’s and 1840’s settler sites, Dr. Beld will share the
significant finds from the past as well as information on current
excavations and future plans of CNC’s Oxbow Archaeologists.
Story Hour
Thurs, April 16 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Experience Earth Day
Sun, April 19 • 1-4m • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Come celebrate the 50th Earth
Day by participating in stewardship
activities that benefit our planet!
• Plant a young tree or shrub to
enrich biodiversity
• Learn about invasive exotic plants,
what you can do to control them and help us remove
invasive plants
• Plant wildflower seeds to take home
• Build a birdhouse ($10 fee) and learn how to monitor
nest boxes
• Learn about other ways to live a “green” lifestyle
• Participate in family-friendly indoor activities
In Search of Woodcock and Snipe
Thurs, April 23 • 7:30-9 pm • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Join naturalist Tom Lenon on a short hike to look for
Woodcock and Snipe. Tom will show you the different
habitat these birds use and discuss their mating behaviors.
Wear dark clothing and we should also be able to find some
of these birds as they go through their mating displays.
Jolly Hammers and Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat, April 25 • 1-4 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly Hammers
& Strings Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!
Spring Frogs
Tues, April 28 • 6-7:30 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
The trills and peeps of woodland frogs and toads are some
of the loudest and earliest signs of spring. Join Interpretive
Naturalist Michelle Fournier to learn about Michigan’s spring
frogs and get up close with these petite amphibians. We’ll
meet in the Visitor Center before heading out to the vernal
pools to see these frogs in action!
Paddling the Maple River State Game Area by
Voyageur Canoe
Thurs, April 30 • 5-9 pm • Register by April 27
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC Member • Ages 15+, under 18 w/adult
Explore the Maple River State Game Area just off US-127 with
naturalists Tom Lenon and Michelle Fournier. During peak spring
migration, this area is teeming with geese, swans and multiple
species of duck.We will paddle in CNC’s 29-foot Voyageur canoe
in search of migrating waterfowl and other wildlife. If conditions
are favorable, we may also do a short hike.Transportation will be
provided from CNC via 15-passenger van.

MAY

Calendar of Events

sun

mon

tues

wed

thurs

fri
Bird Walk
8-10 am

3

10

4

11

Mid-Mitten
Chapter of Wild
Ones
6:30-8:30 pm

17

18

24

25

Tawas Area Birding
- Sunday Trip
6 am-6 pm

31
*

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Invasive Plant ID
and Control
6-8 pm
Mid-Michigan
Rock Club
7-9 pm

Spring Wildflowers
by Golf Cart
3-4:30 pm

Evening Kayak on
the Chippewa
River
6-9 pm

•

FREE Programs

Story Hour
7
9:30 & 11 am
Valley Herb
Society
7-9 pm
Full Moon Stroll
8:30-10 pm

14

Spring Wildflower Bird Walk
Walk
8-10 am
6-7:30 pm

Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am
Nayanquing at
Night
6-10 pm

21

28
Member Presale
12-7 pm

•

Bird Walk
8-10 am
Wee Stroll
9:30-10:30 am

Affiliate Programs

•

Bird Walk
8-10 am

9 am-7 pm

sat

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

Spring Birding at
Discovery Preserve
9-10 am
Families in Nature:
All About Birds
2-3 pm

16

Tawas Area Birding
- Saturday Trip
6 am-6 pm
Jolly Hammers
and Strings
1-4 pm

23

Birds and Blooms
10-11:30 am

9 am-12 pm

30

Birding at Riverview Natural Area
9-11 am

Field Trips & Workshops

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Bird Walk
Fri, May 1 • 8-10 am • Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring Migration is underway with new birds arriving every
day! CNC’s variety of habitats support over 200 bird species
making this an excellent wildlife hotspot. Learn to identify
birds by using field marks, listening for songs and calls,
watching flight patterns and using habitat clues. Birders of
all experience levels are welcome. Loaner binoculars are
available or bring your own.
Invasive Plant ID and Control Workshop
Tues, May 5 • 6-8 pm • Register by May 3 • Ages 18+
Learn about invasive exotic plants, how they negatively impact
the environment and how to control their spread. Tom
Lenon, CNC Director of Land and Facilities, and Megan Rider,
Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA)
Coordinator, will lead you on a golf cart tour to look at a
number of invasive plants, areas that have been controlled
versus those that have not and go over various techniques on
how to control these plants. Participants will be able to try
various tools from the CISMA tool crib during the workshop.
Pre-registration is required for this free program.

Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues May 5 • 7-9 pm • All ages, under 18 w/adult
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their monthly
meeting. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans, collectors
and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation and educate
the public about geology-related topics. Learn more at www.
midmichrockclub.com.
Full Moon Stroll
Thurs, May 7 • 8:30-10 pm • Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Wildflowers bloom in abundance this
month as we walk under the light
of the Flower Moon.Venture out to
look and listen for crepuscular and
nocturnal wildlife, enjoy the spring
evening and hopefully see the moon
rise after sunset. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight.
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Story Hour
Thurs, May 7 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about
nature! The hour will include a story,
crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Valley Herb Society
Thurs, May 7 • 7-9 pm
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting.
VHS furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of herbs
among its members. For program information, contact Cathy
Devendorf at cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org or
989-631-0830.
Bird Walk
Fri, May 8 • 8-10 am • Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring migration is underway with new birds arriving every
day! CNC’s variety of habitats support over 200 bird species
making this an excellent wildlife hotspot. Learn to identify
birds by using field marks, listening for songs and calls,
watching flight patterns and using habitat clues. Birders of
all experience levels are welcome. Loaner binoculars are
available or bring your own.
Wee Stroll
Fri, May 8 • 9:30-10:30 am • Ages: 6 mos-2 yrs w/adult
This program is designed for parents to take a guided walk
with their child, learn about the outdoors and learn ways to
introduce children to the natural world around them.
Families in Nature: All About Birds
Sat, May 9 • 2-3 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Flex your wings this month and migrate to CNC as we learn
about different kinds of birds, their songs and bird nests.
We’ll play migration games and then spend time looking
(and listening) for our avian friends.
Spring Birding at Discovery Preserve
Sat, May 9 • 9-10 am • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring migration is underway! Join
CNC staff for a walk at Discovery
Preserve as we look and listen for
migrating and resident birds. Beginner
and experienced birders alike are
welcome. Loaner binoculars are
available. Meet at Discovery Preserve
located at 1701 S. Euclid Avenue in Bay City.
Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones: Growing Native
Plants for Caterpillars, Butterflies and Moths
Mon, May 11 • 6:30-8:30 pm
Brenda Dziedzic will talk about the native plants that
butterflies and moths depend on. She emphasizes that we
can do our part by creating habitat for them, no matter
what size area you have. She will also cover how to raise
caterpillars safely and responsibly.
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Brenda is an advanced master gardener, president of the
Southeast Michigan Butterfly Association, author of Learn
About Butterflies in the Garden, and has received many awards
for her educational work. She volunteers with butterfly
programs in Texas and Florida during the winter and has
traveled to the Monarch sanctuaries in Mexico several times.
Join the Mid-Mitten Wild Ones Group for their monthly
meeting. Wild Ones helps preserve biodiversity through
the preservation, restoration and establishment of native
plant communities. For more information contact Jeanne
Henderson at hendersonjeanne23@gmail.com.
Spring Wildflower Walk
Thurs, May 14 • 6-7:30 pm • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring wildflowers bloom quickly on
the forest floor before tree leaves
open. Take a woodland walk with
naturalist Jenn Kirts to find and
identify these colorful beauties. Learn
to recognize the diversity of shapes,
patterns and unique pollination strategies.
Bird Walk
Fri, May 15 • 8-10 am • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring migration is underway with new birds arriving every
day! CNC’s variety of habitats support over 200 bird species
making this an excellent wildlife hotspot. Learn to identify
birds by using field marks, listening for songs and calls,
watching flight patterns and using habitat clues. Birders of
all experience levels are welcome. Loaner binoculars are
available or bring your own.
Jolly Hammers and Strings
Dulcimer Club
Sat, May 16 • 1-4 pm
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping
music of the Jolly Hammers & Strings
Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a
folk instrument (guitar, banjo, fiddle,
dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!
Tawas Area Birding
Sat, May 16 OR Sun, May 17
6 am-6 pm • Register by May 13 Fee: $40 | 32/CNC
Member • Ages 15+, under 18 w/adult
Tawas Point State Park is one of Michigan’s best areas for
bird watching during spring migration. Join Interpretive
Naturalist Michelle Fournier to see warblers, vireos,
sparrows, hawks, bitterns, shorebirds and more! After
arriving in Tawas, we’ll explore the area and bird on foot
for most of the day. Before heading home, we’ll also stop at
some nearby birding “hot spots.” Transportation in a CNC
van is provided. Bring a lunch and snacks. Loaner binoculars
will be available or feel free to bring your own.

(continued on page 15)

Caring for Nature
as a Family
Steve Frisbee
Nature Day Camp Director

A

s a child, my grandfather would invite me to
join him for walks around our neighborhood,
picking up litter. I treasured these walks with
him and was able to learn how important service was
to our family. Now, as a parent, I often think about
what values I want to instill in my children and how we,
as a family, can have quality time together practicing
these values. Many families are interested in similar
experiences, especially opportunities to care for the
natural world. Being nature stewards, our families can
strengthen the love they have for each other and the
outdoors.
There are many benefits for families who participate
in stewardship projects involving nature. Studies have
shown people who volunteer live longer,happier,healthier
lives. Helping others gives people a sense of purpose
and meaning, as
well as strengthens
their relationships.
Combining
the
benefits
of
volunteering with
those of being in
nature,
elevates
the wellness of the
entire family.

Assembling a bluebird house

The following stewardship opportunities are great
experiences for families to connect to nature in the Great
Lakes Bay Region and beyond:
•

Celebrate the 50th Earth Day. On Sunday, April
19 from 1-4 pm at Chippewa Nature Center, families
can plant trees and native wildflowers, learn about and
remove invasive exotic plants, and build birdhouses all
while connecting with each other and the natural world.

•

Volunteer with a Local Conservancy. Help with
events, trail work, plantings and invasive species removal
with three of the regions conservancies:
• The Little Forks Conservancy (www.littleforks.org)
• Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy (www.sblc-mi.org)
• Chippewa Watershed Conservancy
(www.chippewawatershedconservancy.org)

•

Protect Natural Resources. Camp with your family
alongside the Black River near Cheboygan, MI to monitor
sturgeon runs from May to early June. Participants can
watch researchers capture, tag and release these amazing
fish, all while protecting the species from poaching.
Find more information and sign-up for a shift at www.
sturgeonfortomorrow.org.

Whether it’s cleaning up a local ecosystem, participating in
a citizen science project monitoring butterflies, or planting
native plants in your family’s flower beds, serving the
community and caring for the natural world alongside one
another can improve your entire family’s well-being. Chippewa
Nature Center is ready to support and encourage your family
to Venture Out and be nature stewards!

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |
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(continued from page 13)
Spring Wildflowers by Golf Cart
Tues, May 19 • 3-4:30 pm • Register by May 18
Fee: $15 | 12/CNC Member • Ages 18+
Spring woodland wildflowers bloom
quickly on the forest floor before the
tree leaves open. The Beech Maple
Woods is one of the Nature Center’s
best locations for wildflowers. Learn
to identify wildflowers and their role
in the ecosystem with a CNC naturalist. This program is
especially designed for people with limited mobility.
Nayanquing at Night
Thurs, May 21 • 6-10 pm • Register by May 19
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC Member • Ages 15+, under 18 w/
adult
Join naturalist Tom Lenon for this evening trip to Nayanquing
Point on Saginaw Bay. At this outstanding wetlands area,
we will look and listen for American Bittern, Least Bittern,
Black-crowned Night Heron,Yellow-headed Blackbirds and
many other birds from an observation tower and the dikes
adjacent to the wetlands. We will travel in a CNC van, and
loaner binoculars will be available.

Thurs, May 28 • 12-7 pm (Member Presale)
Fri, May 29 • 9 am-7 pm
Sat, May 30 • 9 am-12 pm
Transform your yard into a healthy
habitat by including native plants!
CNC offers over 100 species of
native wildflowers, trees,
shrubs, ferns and vines grown
by WildType Native Plant Nursery
during this annual sale.
Well-adapted to local
conditions, these
plants can beautify
your landscaping
as well as provide
habitat for native birds, pollinators
and wildlife. CNC staff, master gardeners
and Mid-Mitten Wild Ones members will be
available to assist visitors with plant questions.
Memberships will be available for purchase at the
sale. New memberships purchased May 1-29 will
receive a free plant (2” pot) of their choice.

Dennis & Barb Hurley
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Story Hour
Thurs, May 21 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Bird Walk
Fri, May 22 • 8-10 am • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring migration is underway with new birds arriving every
day! CNC’s variety of habitats support over 200 bird species
making this an excellent wildlife hotspot. Learn to identify
birds by using field marks, listening for songs and calls,
watching flight patterns and using habitat clues. Birders of
all experience levels are welcome. Loaner binoculars are
available or bring your own.
Birds and Blooms
Sat, May 23 • 10-11:30 am • Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Join naturalist Jenn Kirts for a leisurely stroll through the
woods as we take in the spring wildflowers and birds.
Loaner binoculars are available.
Evening Kayak on the Chippewa River
Tues, May 26 • 6-9 pm • Register by May 25 •
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC Member • Ages 18+
Spend an evening paddling down the
Chippewa River with a naturalist as
you look for turtles, fish, herons, hawks
and eagles. After meeting at the Visitor
Center, we’ll travel to the Universal
Access Site via CNC van and begin a
leisurely paddle down river back to
the Nature Center. CNC will provide a kayak, paddle and life
jacket for each participant. If weather or water conditions
are unfavorable, the trip will be canceled at the discretion of
CNC staff and participants will receive a refund.
Native Plant Sale
Thurs, May 28 • 12-7 pm (Member Presale)
Fri, May 29 • 9 am-7 pm
Sat, May 30 • 9 am-12 pm
See ad at left.
Birding at Riverview Natural Area
Sat, May 30 • 9-11 am
Ages 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring migration is underway with
new birds arriving every day! Learn
to identify birds by using field marks,
listening for bird songs, watching
flight patterns and using habitat clues.
Birders of all experience levels are
welcome. Loaner binoculars are available or bring your own.
Directions: From Downtown Midland, take M-20 west for
4.2 miles, then turn right onto N Homer Rd. Drive 2 miles,
then follow the curve to the left onto E Wheeler Rd. The
parking area is ¼ mile down on E Wheeler Rd on the right.

2020 Homestead Sunday
Call for Volunteers

Nature
Preschool

Enroll
NOW fo
r the
2020-21
School Ye
ar!

Where learning comes naturally!

Half-day classes for 3- & 4-year olds
2, 3 or 4 days/week • Scholarships available
We are currently seeking volunteers for the 2020 Homestead
Sunday season, June 7-Aug 30 from 1-5 pm! Experience
historic rural living skills first hand, connect visitors to
the natural resources of Midland and inspire people to be
stewards of the environment! Volunteers must commit to
working a minimum of 4-5 times during the season.
Volunteer Orientation for New and
Returning Homestead Volunteers
Sun, May 3 from 1-3 pm • Timber Frame Barn
• Info on opportunities and skill stations
• Light refreshments
The Homestead offers a wide range of opportunities.
Become an expert at one, or find a new talent each
weekend! No previous knowledge necessary, as training
is provided. Examples of opportunities include:
• Lead visitors in penmanship exercises on slate
boards, teach McGuffey Reader mini lessons or play
traditional recess games
• Captivate visitors with your culinary talents while
cooking on a woodstove in the log cabin
• Guide families through our field of crops, or stay put
at the corn sheller station in the Wagon Shed
• Tend to the Heirloom Garden, or encourage
interactive play in the Children’s Garden
• Spark creativity with weekly crafts, programs and books
• Discuss the history of CNC land and buildings, while
encouraging visitors to interact with cabin artifacts.
Roll and cut out salt (play) dough biscuits, sweep
with an old fashioned broom, grind herbs or push up
your sleeves and work the washboard
• Highlight your special skill – Woodworking, fiber arts
or even natural dyes! We’ll work to interpret your
skill in a hands-on, interactive, safe fashion for all.
Questions?
Interested but unable to attend the orientation?
Contact Corrine Bloomfield, Historical Interpreter, at
cbloomfield@chippewanaturecenter.org.

Welcome Katie Horning to CNC!
We are excited to announce Katie
Horning as CNC’s new Marketing
Manager! Katie has over 16 years
of graphic design experience
in marketing communications.
She is the President, Creative
Director and owner of Päpé Ink,
a graphic design company. Prior
to starting her own business, she
was the Senior Graphic Designer
for Bolger + Battle (B+B) Marketing Communications, Inc.
and Creative Director for MKR Fabricators and MKR Steel
Sales. She holds a Bachelor in Applied Science from Ferris
State University, and is a 2013 graduate of Leadership
Midland. Katie serves as a Trustee on the Midland Area
Community Foundation Board, a First Lego League Mentor
at Woodcrest Elementary School and a Board Member
for the Memorial Presbyterian Church Communication
Committee. Katie shares, “I am excited to be designing for
and promoting CNC and to have the opportunity to be
part of this incredible organization.” Katie, her husband
and their daughter reside in Midland.

Nature Preschool Institute
An Educator Workshop
Mon-Thurs, June 1-4 • 8:30 am-4:30 pm
Incorporating
nature-based concepts
and outdoor play
into your
preschool curriculum
Register by May 18!

www.chippewanaturecenter.org
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J. Michael and Tina Hoy
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In memory of Sue Anderson
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Laura Rogers
Drs. Jamie and Scott Ross
John C. Saam
Catherine Schafer

Thank you for including CNC in your giving. It is your generosity
that makes the difference in the programs and services we
are able to offer to the community.

William D. and Cynthia
Schuette
Joseph and Sandra Slicker
Amber Smith
Carlene and David Spitnale
Colette St. Louis
P Richard Stoesser
Muriel E Straight
Studley Grange
Doug and Ginny Suderman
Pete and Anne Swan
Peter Szok
Albert and Virginia Szok
Scholarship Fund
Katie and Thayre Talcott
Bartley and Carie Terrill
John and Lee Tierney
Dick and Jeanne Touvell
Don Boys and Ann Towsley
Tessa Peterson and Jonathan
Truitt
John G Uhlmann
Charli Van Orden
In memory of Graham Taylor
Bruce and Joan Vaydik
James and Janet Venman
Janelle Dombek and Tim
Wagner
Vicki Walter
Kathryn Hamilton and
Steve Wang
Paul Warren
David Waters
In honor of Bart Waters
Diane Durfee and Ronald
Watt
Thomas and Nancy Wells
Michelle and Andrew Wilkins
Margaret Williams
Amy Wilson
John and JoAnn Winchester
David and Jane Wirth
H T Woodbury
Steven and Ann Woodford
Greg and Tara Yankee
In memory of Dale Anger
Lorelei and Neil Anger
Gordonville United
Methodist Church

In memory of Ruth M.
Skeebo
Carol Bentley
John and Marcia Blackson
Steven Burns
Polly Culberson
Laura Currie
Mary Currie
Rita Egan
Allen Foos
Ryan Frederickson
Barry and Joanne George
Bruce and Judy Groom
Katherine Hess
Ann Husser
James and Mary Kendall
John and Linda Kennan
Darell J Lambert
Janet Laplow
William and Linda
Lauderbach
Shirley McCutchen
Guy D and Janice K Merriam
Barbara Meyer
John and Margaret Muste
Mary M Neely
Alan W Ott
Jude T And Deanna M
Patnaude
Glenn and Mary Pietenpol
Rebecca A Powell
Nancy Rogers
Jamie and Scott Ross
Christopher and Debra
Shirk
Dr Kirk and Sally Smith
Craig A and Nancy L
Thurston
Betty Ujevich
Stephanie Walling
Nature Day Camp
Scholarships
Great Lakes Gardeners
PEO Sisterhood Chapter CB

New Members

Laine and Mike Adams
Paul and Ellen Arnold
Patrick Bevier
Amber R Bieri
Alan Bloch
Cody and Shannon Bowen
Michael and Sarah Brodie
Lily Cicci
Ann Couture
Paul Crivac
Ashley Ballien-Czolgosz and
Jon Czolgosz
Cody and Renee Evans
Judy J Fox
Marchelle and David
Gonzalez
David and Mary Haslam
Nathan Hawley
Michael Mirto and Paul Hayes
Jenny Hughes
Darcie and Keith Johnson
Ellen Keene
Jessica Martin
Joy McFadyen
Mary Lou and Danny Myers
Laurel Oberdick
Sruti Parikh
Ron and Allison Rex
Juan and Kelly Reyes
Luke and Amy Richard
Stephanie and Matt
Richardson
Ricke and Liane Rittmaier
Lauren Schoemeyer
John Eric and Ellen Severson
Oby Sogbetun
Karla Spaeth
Brad and Tammy Tammen
Allison Wajer
Barb Westenfeld
De-Wei Yin

Rent-a-Sap Bucket
Andrew and Jennifer Chubb
Dick and Jeanne Touvell
Jason Hildebrant
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Save the Date!
Summer
Exploration

Days

June 17Sept 7
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm

Homestead
Sundays
June-August
1-5 pm

Kayak Trips
May-Oct
See full schedule online!

989.631.0830 | chippewanaturecenter.org |

