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Visitor Center
Located near the confluence of the Pine and Chippewa rivers,  
Visitor Center features include:

Ecosystem Gallery • Hands-on exhibits and a live reptile and 
amphibian exhibit

River Overlook • Spectacular views of the Pine River

Wildlife Viewing Area • Observe animals through one-way glass

Nature Discovery Area • Activities, books and games

Bur Oak Theater • Short interpretive videos

Naturalist Station • A naturalist is available to answer 
questions in person, by phone or online

Nature Center Store • Books, toys, gifts and more

What inspires you  
to protect the  
natural world? 
Dennis Pilaske 
Executive Director

Over my last two decades at 
Chippewa Nature Center, I’ve 
heard many stories as to how 
people were drawn to, and then 
ultimately inspired to protect 
the natural world. For some, 
it started with informal nature 
walks with a grandparent at a 
family farm, others have come 
to love nature later in life when they were seeking solace and 
a place of restoration and some have developed a community 
of peers who seek nature for adventure. What inspires you? 
I’d love to hear from you and your story of why you love 
nature and seek to protect it! 

Each year, we ask our 
membership and community for 
financial support through our 
year-end appeal. Your support 
plays a critical role in protecting 
the natural world by allowing 
us to foster positive nature 
experiences for people of all 
ages. I hope you will consider 
supporting Chippewa Nature 
Center again this year as you 
think about what inspires 
you to be an advocate for 
nature. Whether it is children, 

recreation, wildlife, wellness, community, stewardship, 
discovery or a love of the environment, you’ll find it at 
Chippewa Nature Center.

No matter your 
inspiration, your 
support for protecting 
the natural world has 
a profound impact on 
the plants, animals and 
people in our region. It 
means a better quality of 
life, diverse ecosystems 
and a healthy community 
for all of us. Thank you for considering a donation to 
Chippewa Nature Center so that we can do our part to 
protect the natural world. To support our year-end appeal, 
please visit www.chippewanaturecenter.org.
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The Visitor Center will be filled 
with 22 artists showcasing 
their works in photography, 

fused glass, baskets, fiber arts, 
woodcarving, pottery, paintings 
(in a variety of mediums), jewelry, 
woodworking and more at this year’s 
annual Nature Art Show and Sale! 
Whether you are filling holiday gifts 
or shopping for yourself, the art sale 
will have something for everyone. 

A wide variety of talented artists will 
be returning including Laurie Ball-Gisch 
(pottery, wool, fiber arts), Kathy Woods 
Booth (watercolor), Karen Brooks 
(photography), Karen Bury (fused 
glass), Sue Collins (baskets), Bill Diller 
(photography), Mike Ford (realistic 

Trail Hours:
19 miles of trails open  
year-round, dawn-to-dark daily!

Visitor Center Hours: 
Mon-Sat • 8 am-5 pm 
Sun & select holidays • 12-5 pm

wildfowl carvings), Larry Kershner 
(wooden bowls, boxes, jewelry), Ken 
Kueffner (mixed media drawings and 
paintings), Fred Kinne (woodcarving, 
metal), Barbara Markell (watercolor and 
acrylic paintings, prints), Synthia Marsh 
(jewelry), Linda Oates (pottery), Members 
of the Midland Fiber Arts Guild, Midland 
Moose Works (woodworking), Ruth 
Rushlow (antler and nature baskets, 
hand spinning, fiber art), Kelton Schaefer 
(paintings, drawing, sculpture, jewelry), 
Jennifyr Slater (jewelry), Royleen VanEver 
(gourd birdhouses, vessels) and Garlynn 
Winslow (photography, canvases, prints, 
coasters). We are excited to welcome two 
new artists Everette Moomey (live-edge 
wooden pieces) and Rachel Prill (acrylic 
painted rocks) to the event this year. 

CNC members are invited to the 
Member Presale Fri, Dec 6 between 6-9 
pm for a special opportunity to preview 
and purchase art work prior to the sale 

Nature Art Show & Sale 
Member Presale - Fri, Dec 6 | 6-9 pm 
Sat, Dec 7 | 8 am-5 pm

Admission!

to the general public and enjoy light 
refreshments. A silent auction will close 
at 8 pm. Memberships will be available 
at the door.

The event will be open to the public 
on Sat, Dec 7 with free admission from 
8 am-5 pm. Another silent auction will 
close at 3 pm. You do not need to be 
present to win for either silent auction.

Winter Solstice  
Celebration

C
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Sat, Dec 21 
6-8 pm • FREE!

You’re invited to join CNC staff 
and volunteers as we celebrate 
the return of longer days and 

the beginning of the winter season. Join 

us at the Visitor Center where visitors 
of all ages will enjoy crafts and activities 
that reflect the changing season. Roll 
a beeswax candle and make a small 
evergreen wreath and a small Yule log 
to take home. Kids will appreciate the 
chance to interact with the hands-on 
Winter Exploration Days stations that 
will be set up throughout the building 
providing games, crafts and activities 
about winter. Families will enjoy walking 
around the softly-lit Arbury Trail in the 
winter at night and stopping at a fire 
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Sponsored by:

Woodcarving by Mike Ford

along the trail to warm up. The Nature 
Center Store will also be open for 
holiday shopping. Come celebrate the 
first official day of winter!
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Mid-Michigan Rock Club:  
Annual Potluck  
Tues, Dec 3 • 6:30-9 pm  
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their annual 
potluck. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans, collectors 
and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation and 
educate the public about geology-related topics. Learn more 
at www.midmichrockclub.com. 

Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones  
Wed, Dec 4 •  6:30-8 pm  
Join the Mid-Mitten Wild Ones Group for their monthly 
meeting. Wild Ones helps preserve biodiversity through the 
preservation, restoration and establishment of native plant 
communities. For more information, contact 989.631.0830. 

Story Hour: Bear Snores On  
Thurs, Dec 5 • 9:30 & 11 am 
Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities.

Nature Art Show & Sale 
Member Presale - Fri, Dec 6 • 6-9 pm 
Sat, Dec 7 • 8 am-5 pm  
See page 2 for more information.

Coffee & Conversation:  
Artifact Discovery  
Wed, Dec 11 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+ 
Discover some treasures from CNC’s historical artifact 
collection. CNC staff will guide you as you work together to 
recreate pictures of the past using the artifacts left behind. 

Full Moon Stroll  
Thurs, Dec 12 • 5:30-6:30 pm 
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
We start our stroll after sunset, so if 
it is clear, we should see the moon. 
This month’s Long Nights moon 
recognizes the shorter days and longer nights before the 
winter solstice arrives. Bundle up to look and listen for 
nocturnal wildlife moving under the moon light. Wear dark 
clothing and bring a flashlight. 

Families in Nature:  
Decorate a Tree for Wildlife  
Sat, Dec 14 • 2-3 pm  
All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
Discover what animals need during the chilly weather, then 
help create some wildlife friendly decorations to celebrate 
winter both at CNC and at home. 

     sun          mon         tues          wed         thurs           fri             sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13

Winter 
Exploration Days 
8 am-5 pm
Winter Solstice 
Celebration 
6-8 pm

14

15 16 17 18 19 21

29 • FREE Programs • Affiliate Programs  • Field Trips & Workshops
*If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program  
may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).
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Snowshoeing 101

Snowshoes have been a part of winter life in the 
North America for at least 6,000 years. For 
generations, Native Americans laced wooden 

frames of ash or hickory with rawhide lacing, known 
as “babiche.” The snowshoe’s purpose is simple – 
provide a large surface area to distribute a person’s 
weight. Different shapes and sizes developed across the 
continent based on culture, lifestyle and snow conditions. 

Traditional wooden snowshoes are not as common 
as they used to be, however, their quiet bindings and 
effectiveness in deep snow make these styles still 
applicable today. Both the tear-dropped Huron and 
Ojibwa styles have an additional wooden tail in the back. 
These are designed to act like the rudder of a boat to 
keep the user tracking in a straight line. Pointed tails do 
mean reduced maneuverability, especially for beginners. 

For those new to snowshoeing or planning on trekking 
through forested areas, the compact “bear paw” style is a 
better fit. The modified Green Mountain bear paws retain 
the round shape of classic bear paw snowshoes, but have 
a narrower design that enables its wearer to walk in an 
almost normal stride.

With advances in technology, different materials 
are now used to make snowshoes. Aluminum 
alloy snowshoes are popular choices. The sturdy 
and lightweight metal frames are affordable and 
customizable for different uses, but the bindings can be 
noisy. For those in hilly or mountainous terrain, metal 

crampon spikes help dig in on the slopes. Additionally, 
smaller frames are great for winter trail runners. 

With snowshoes at the ready, all that is needed is the snow! 
At least 4 inches of snow are needed to make snowshoes 
necessary, but more is always better. In deep snow 
conditions, it’s easy to forget how much snow is underneath. 
Take off those snowshoes and take one step and you may be 
knee deep in snow. 
Unlike cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing 
is not restricted to 
the boundaries of the 
trail. With the sticks, 
brambles and poison 
ivy under a layer 
of snow, newfound 
discoveries wait to 
be explored. 

Want to try a pair of 
wooden snowshoes? 
Check out CNC’s 
guided snowshoe 
hikes and Snowshoe 
Sampler programs. 
Whether wooden or 
aluminum, venture 
out and enjoy the 
winter season!
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Mid-Mitten 
Chapter of  
Wild Ones 
6:30-8 pm 

Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am

Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am

Preschool  
Registration  
Packets Available 

Member Presale  
6-9 pm

Coffee &  
Conversation: 
Artifact Discovery 
9-10 am 

Visitor Center 
Closed 
Nature’s New 
Year’s Eve 
6:30-8 pm
 

Michelle Fournier 
Public Program Coordinator/ 
Interpretive Naturalist
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Fall  
Exploration Days 
12-5 pm

Full Moon  
Stroll 
5:30-6:30 pm

Jolly Hammers  
and Strings  
Dulcimer Club 
1-4 pm
Families 
in Nature 
2-3 pm

Ojibwa, Huron and Green Mountain bear paw styles

Mid-Michigan 
Rock Club 
Annual Potluck  
Dinner 
6:30-9 pm

8 am-5 pm

31

Winter Exploration Days 
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm | Sun 12-5 pm

Winter Exploration Days 
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm | Sun 12-5 pm

Winter Exploration Days 
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm | Sun 12-5 pm

Visitor Center 
Closed

Visitor Center 
Closed



Jolly Hammers and  
Strings Dulcimer Club  
Sat, Dec 14 • 1-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly Hammers 
& Strings Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument 
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in! 

Story Hour: The Longest Night  
Thurs, Dec 19 • 9:30 & 11 am 
Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about 
nature! The hour will include a story, 
crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities. 

Winter Solstice  
Celebration 
Sat, Dec 21 • 6-8 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
See page 2 for more 
information.

Winter Exploration Days  
Sat, Dec 21-Sun, Jan 5 
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm 
Closed Christmas Eve & Day and New Year’s Eve & Day 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
Enjoy your break from school while 
exploring the wonders of nature 
in Michigan! This indoor program 
includes a variety of self-guided, 
hands-on exploration stations. 
Experiments, fun facts, crafts and 
scavenger hunts are just a few of the 
types of activities you’ll find. 

Nature’s New Year’s Eve  
Tues, Dec 31 • 6:30-8 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Nocturnal animals are not the 
only ones staying out late tonight! 
Venture out for some family fun this 
New Year’s Eve. We will watch for 
nocturnal animals looking for a late night snack as we play 
games and enjoy a light snack of our own!  
 
 

Nature 
Preschool

Where learning comes naturally!

Important Dates for the 2020-21 school year:

Fri, Dec 6 Registration packets  
  available

Mon, Jan 6 Placement for current  
  and alumni families  
  begins

Thurs, Jan 9     Open House 
  5:30-7 pm

Mon, Feb 3      Placement for new  
  families begins
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Winter Play 
with Wildlife

Winter is often filled with the sounds of children 
playing in the snow and sledding down hills. As 
adults, we know that play is an important part 

of child development allowing for growth in fine and gross 
motor skills, social skills and self-regulating skills. But what 
about animals playing in winter? Do the few species that 
enjoy playing in snow gain any benefit?

River otters are an iconic species that have been 
documented as being playful in the winter. Some scientists 
believe that as river otters slide around in the snow, it 
allows individuals of all ages to grow social bonds. It has 
been hypothesized that young otters are developing hunting 
skills as they participate in snow burrowing activities. Many 
scientists have thought that play is a way of practicing the 
skills that young will need when they grow into adulthood, 
as evidenced by the explanations above. There have been 
studies conducted on the act of play in animals since the 
1970s, however, the data has been inconclusive. Some 
animals do not appear to gain any skills or benefit through 
their play. 

Crows and ravens are two species that are stumping 
scientists with their play. Videos of these corvids sliding 
down snowy inclines and bathing in fluffy snow have hit 
the internet hard, providing plenty of laughs to those who 
watch. But why do they do it? Some scientists are leaning 
toward an explanation of stress management through 
play. As young animals play, they are putting themselves in 

controlled situations that require fight or flight responses, 
helping them to develop more tolerance to the idea of threat. 
When crows slide down an incline, they have a feeling of 
freefall that they control. This does not, however, explain 
why crows and ravens will toss freshly fallen snow in the air. 
Scientists are also coming around to the idea that animals may 
just play for fun without any advantage in the long-run.

As you watch children enjoying the snow this winter, consider 
the animals that are doing the same. Think about the river 
otters and their joyful slides down the riverbanks and the 
crows throwing the freshly fallen snow up into the air simply 
because it is fun.

Victoria Zablocki 
School Program Coordinator

River Otter in Winter

American Crow

Host your event at CNC!
Meetings • Conferences  

Retreats • Memorials • Showers

989.631.0830
 rentals@chippewanaturecenter.org

Enjoy unique and 
versatile spaces 
with flexible room 
set-ups for small 
or large gatherings 
plus:

• Breathtaking views of the Pine & Chippewa rivers
• Access to the River Overlook, hands-on 

Ecosystem Gallery, Wildlife Viewing Area and  
trail system

• Audio/visual capabilities
• Handicap accessibility
• Free Wi-Fi • Free parking

Winter Solstice  
Celebration

C
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• Half-day classes for  
3- & 4-year olds

• 2, 3 or 4 days per week
• Scholarships available



Story Hour 
Thurs, Jan 2 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age 
appropriate activities. 

Family Snowshoe Hike  
Thurs, Jan 2 • 2-4 pm 
Register by Jan 2 
Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
Bring the whole family for an 
afternoon of exploration on 
snowshoes - no experience needed! 
We will search high and low for signs of animals as we 
explore on and off trails. Please bring a sled to pull younger 
children. Reserve snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830. 

Snowshoe Sampler  
Sat, Jan 4 • 10 am-12 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
It’s time to play outside! Drop by any time to give CNC’s 
snowshoes a try, do a winter scavenger hunt or warm up by 
a campfire. Meet at the Homestead Cabin and come enjoy a 
winter morning in the snow. 

Mid-Michigan Rock Club 
Tues, Jan 7 • 7-9 pm 
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their monthly 
meeting. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans, collectors 
and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation and educate 
the public about geology-related topics. Learn more at www.
midmichrockclub.com.

Full Moon Stroll  
Fri, Jan 10 • 5-6:30 pm • Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult  
Walk through tree shadows under the light of the wolf 
moon. While no wolves live around CNC, we’ll look and 
listen for signs of other nocturnal wildlife. Wear dark clothing 
and bring a flashlight. We may use snowshoes if conditions 
permit. Reserve snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830. 

Families in Nature: Tracks and Scat 
Sat, Jan 11 • 2-3 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Tracks and scat give us lots of clues 
about the animals that live around 
us. Even if we don’t see them, we can 
learn a lot about them by what they 
leave behind.

Calendar of eventsJANUARY
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Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am
Family  
Snowshoe Hike 
2-4 pm
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Winter  
Exploration Days
12-5 pm

Winter Exploration Days 
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm | Sun 12-5 pm

Visitor Center 
Closed

Preschool  
Placement  
for current and 
alumi families

Preschool  
Open House 
5:30-7 pm

Snowshoe  
Sampler 
10 am-12 pm

Full 
Moon Stroll 
5-6:30 pm

Evening 
Snowshoe Hike 
5-6:30 pm

Live Birds  
of Prey 
1-2 pm & 3-4 pm

Evening 
Snowshoe Hike 
5-6:30 pm

Snowshoe  
Sampler 
2-4 pm

A Quiet 
Winter’s Night: 
Campfire Under 
the Stars 
6-8 pm

Evening 
Snowshoe Hike 
5-6:30 pm

Groundhog’s 
Day Party 
6-8 pm

Evening Snowshoe Hike  
Tues, Jan 14 • 5-6:30 pm • Register by Jan 14 
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Come discover the beauty of a winter night! We will 
look for signs of animals, study tree silhouettes and enjoy 
the winter sky. Bring a headlamp or flashlight. Reserve 
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830. 

Live Birds of Prey  
Sun, Jan 19 • 1-2 pm & 3-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Hawks, owls, falcons, vultures – 
Michigan has a wide variety of birds 
of prey, and this afternoon, you 
will get to meet some of them up 
close! The Wildlife Recovery Association will explain their 
natural history and the importance of their conservation. 
Before and after the program, enjoy bird-related, self-guided 
activities, crafts and games. 

Evening Snowshoe Hike  
Tues, Jan 21 • 5-6:30 pm • Register by Jan 21 
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Come discover the beauty of a winter night! We will 
look for signs of animals, study tree silhouettes and enjoy 
the winter sky. Bring a headlamp or flashlight. Reserve 
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830. 

A Quiet Winter’s Night: Campfire under the Stars  
Thurs, Jan 23 • 6-8 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Crisp winter nights offer a perfect 
opportunity to watch the stars dance 
and listen for the calls of owls. Join us 
around a fire at the Homestead Farm 
as we sip hot chocolate, enjoy s’mores 
and learn about nature in winter. Meet at the Homestead Cabin. 

Jolly Hammers and Strings Dulcimer Club 
Sat, Jan 25 • 1-4 pm  
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly Hammers 
& Strings Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument 
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!

Snowshoe Sampler  
Sun, Jan 26 • 2-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
It’s time to play outside! Drop by any 
time to give CNC’s snowshoes a try, do 
a winter scavenger hunt or warm up 
by a campfire. Meet at the Homestead 
Cabin and come enjoy a winter afternoon in the snow. 

Evening Snowshoe Hike  
Wed Jan 29 • 5-6:30 pm 
Register by Jan 29 • Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Come discover the beauty of a winter night! We will 
look for signs of animals, study tree silhouettes and enjoy 
the winter sky. Bring a headlamp or flashlight. Reserve 
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830. 

Nature Day Camp

Register Tues, March 3, 2020!
Adventures for ages 3-16 
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Host a Birthday Party at CNC!

Visit CNC’s website for more details and to request a party!

• Scales and Slime

• Bird Bonanza

• Insect Safari

• Mammal Mania

• Outdoor Survival

• Nature Detectives

Party Themes

Members can book a birthday party  
for children 4-12 years old and up to  
19 of their friends! A CNC Educator  
will coordinate a 2-hr themed  
experience that includes:

• Outdoor exploration and games 
• Indoor crafts and party games 
• Personalized invitations
• Decorations
• Gift for the birthday  

child and goodie bags for each party guest

Mid-Michigan 
Rock Club 
7-9 pm

Families  
in Nature:  
Tracks & Scat 
2-3 pm

Jolly Hammers 
& Strings  
Dulmimers Club 
1-4 pm

Groundhog’s Day Party  
Fri, Jan 31 • 6-8 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Throw off the winter blahs and 
venture out with the whole family to 
celebrate Groundhog’s Day, winter 
and the coming spring! Enjoy activities 
including nature crafts, games, shadow play and a puppet 
show starring the groundhog!  
 

*If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program  
may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).
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A Lifetime  
of Nature

As the snowflakes drift gently down, it’s easy to 
imagine a rosy-cheeked child standing under the grey 
sky, tongue extended, waiting for a lacy-cold crystal 

to land. If you add to the picture a grandparent, pausing to 
smile and look to the sky with her own tongue sticking out 
and perhaps a teen, aiming his phone at the pair, trying to 
capture the moment, then you’re starting to get the idea of 
what we’re trying to do here at Chippewa Nature Center.

Research tells us that unstructured time in nature helps 
children build social and emotional skills, aids physical 
development and can even reduce symptoms of ADHD. 
Studies also tell us that children who spend time in 
nature with a trusted mentor develop deep relationships 

Jenn Kirts 
Director of Programs

Visitor Center in Winter Dark-eyed Junco

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |   

Wishing Jeanne Henderson the Best in her Retirement!

Holiday Gift Ideas!

Gift Memberships
• Program and store discounts, members only events, quarterly 

newsletter delivery & more! Gift memberships purchased 
for new members Nov 23-Dec 31 will be valid until Jan 31, 
2021. Comes with a certificate, hand lens and reusable cloth 
gift bag. Order early in time for the holidays!

Rent-a-Sap Bucket
• Includes Maple Syrup Day tickets, a bottle of syrup & 

more – see back pg for full details

Nature Center Store
• Unique nature-themed toys, gifts, books & more!

Gift Certificates
• Good for Nature Center Store, workshops,  

field trips & more!

After 29 years of incredible service to Chippewa 
Nature Center, Jeanne Henderson, Interpretive 
Naturalist, retired at the end of September 2019. 

Jeanne worked as an Educator for 23 years and 6 years as a 
full-time Interpretive Naturalist delivering a wide variety of 
programs, planning major events, writing much loved articles 
for the Great Lakes Bay Magazine and working as our primary 
weekend naturalist. Jeanne shared her deep knowledge 
of insects, birds, wildflowers and fungi with groups from 
preschool to senior centers, making the magic of nature come 
alive for everyone she worked with. 

Jeanne shares that, “I have had the privilege and enjoyment 
of working with very talented staff during these years … I 
am honored to have been part of an amazing team that is 

passionate about education, cares 
about people of all ages, values 
accuracy of facts and figures, 
practices stewardship of healthy 
environments, cares about safety 
and encourages creativity … it will 
be hard to leave all this behind, but 
knowing that I have made a positive 
impact on others by inspiring 
them to learn and care for our 
environment is my reward.”  

Thank you, Jeanne, for your incredible contributions to CNC, 
and for working tirelessly to connect all people to nature!

Welcome Lindsey Harrell to CNC

P  lease help us welcome Lindsey Harrell 
to Chippewa Nature Center as our new 
Interpretive Naturalist! Lindsey most recently 

worked for Colorado Parks and Wildlife as a Seasonal 
Interpretive Naturalist, where she developed and 
presented interpretive programs connecting visitors 
to the natural and cultural history of the area. Prior to 
that, she was an Interpretive Naturalist for the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources.

Lindsey is a Certified 
Interpretive Guide through 
the National Association for 
Interpretation, and is also 
certified in Project Learning 
Tree®, Project WILD and 
Aquatic WILD, trainings 
designed to help students 
develop environmental 
knowledge. She has 
experience caring for live 
animal collections, including 

raptors, reptiles and amphibians, and has served as 
a volunteer animal rehabilitator assistant. Lindsey 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Geography 
with a minor in Natural Resources from Ball State 
University. She notes, “This position with CNC fits 
my passion for conservation education and cultural 
preservation. I look forward to the opportunity to use 
my certifications and experience as an environmental 
educator to develop and conduct interpretive 
programs for Chippewa Nature Center.”

with people and nature. Our own experience tells us that 
teens who spend time volunteering at the Nature Center 
find connection, a place of belonging, opportunities for 
leadership and growth and sometimes a future career. Adults 
who spend time in nature can experience a reduction in 
stress, an improved ability to focus and increased creativity. 
There really is something for everyone in nature. 

If you’re battling the winter blues, finding life getting a little 
too crazy or need to shake some cabin fever, consider 
venturing out to renew and refresh in nature. If mobility 
limitations keep you from walking in the woods, come watch 
the river or birds from the comfort of the Visitor Center. 
If you need to clear your head and get your body moving, 
come for a run, a snowshoe hike or ski. Want to help a child 
connect to nature? Check 
out a Story Hour, Families 
in Nature programs or 
play in The Woods Nature 
Play Area. If you need a 
break from studying or 
work, bring your camera 
and capture some winter 
scenes. Chippewa Nature 
Center with its nearly 
1,500 acres, 19 miles of 
trails and beautiful Visitor 
Center is here for you, 
your family and friends 
when you are ready to 
connect to nature. 

We believe that nature, and more specifically,  
a deep connection to nature, is essential to the health  
and well-being of all people throughout their lifetime.
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Adventures for Women: Snowshoe Hike  
Sun, Feb 2 • 2-4 pm • Register by Jan 31 
Women Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Enjoy an afternoon hike on snowshoes 
as we notice birds, animal tracks 
and other points of interest in the 
woods and fields. Beginner and 
experienced snowshoers are welcome. 
Reserve snowshoes online or call 
989.631.0830. 

Mid-Michigan Rock Club  
Tues, Feb 4 • 7-9 pm  
University of Michigan (U of M) botanist Dr. Anton Reznicek 
will present a program on the relationships between rocks 
and the plants that thrive on them. There are many examples 
of plant communities that have adapted to particular soils 
derived from unusual geological features including limestone 
barrens, serpentine barrens, volcanic soils, boulder fields and 
harsh exposed alpine tundra. Prospectors have learned to 

recognized certain “indicator plants” that signal the presence 
of nickel, cobalt, zinc or copper in the underlying rocks.

Dr. Reznicek is Curator of Vascular Plants at the U of M 
Herbarium and Research Scientist in the Department of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. He is a former director of 
the Matthaei Botanical Gardens. He has taught and lectured 
widely, advised more than 20 Ph.D. scholars and published 
more than 150 research papers and book chapters. 

Story Hour  
Thurs, Feb 6 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities. 

Evening Snowshoe Hike  
Thurs, Feb 6 • 5-6:30 pm • Register by Feb 6 
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult  
Come discover the beauty of a winter night! We will 
look for signs of animals, study tree silhouettes and enjoy 
the winter sky. Bring a headlamp or flashlight. Reserve 
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830. 

Calendar of eventsFEBRUARY
       sun          mon          tues         wed         thurs          fri             sat

1

2 3 4 5 6

14 15

16 17 19 21 22

23 24 26 27

7 8

9 10 12 1311

18

25

20

• FREE Programs • Affiliate Programs • Field Trips & Workshops
*If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

28 29

Valley Herb Society 
Thurs, Feb 6 • 7-9 pm 
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting. 
VHS furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of herbs 
among its members. For program information, contact Cathy 
Devendorf at cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org or 
989-631-0830.

Snowshoe Sampler  
Sat, Feb 8 • 10 am-12 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
It’s time to play outside! Drop by any time to give CNC’s 
snowshoes a try, do a winter scavenger hunt or warm up by 
a campfire. Meet at the Homestead Cabin and come enjoy a 
winter morning in the snow. 

Photographing Nature:  
The Essential Techniques with Dave Stimac 
Sat, Feb 8 • 10 am-4 pm • Register by Feb 5  
Fee: $75 | 60/CNC Member • Ages: 18+ 
Award winning and internationally 
published photographer David 
Stimac will teach you how to create 
spectacular photographs of landscapes, 
plants, and animals during this indoor 
workshop. Whether you are are a 
novice or advanced hobbyist, this class offers something for 
everyone. This class is aimed at the digital SLR photographer, 
but other shooters will also benefit. If you don’t own an SLR 
(single lens reflex) camera but are considering buying one, 
this class will help you spend your money wisely. You will 
learn how to select the right camera bodies, lenses, filters, 
tripods, etc., to best accomplish your photographic goals. You 
will also gain a firm knowledge of all of the technical aspects 
of photography, including techniques for creating razor sharp 
images, understanding your camera’s light meter, histogram, 
file formats, and how to control exposure. Dave will use his 
own photography to illustrate an in-depth discussion on the 
various aspects of lighting and composition that separate 
good photographs from great ones.

Families in Nature: Winter and Snow  
Sat, Feb 8 • 2-3 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Winter is a time to celebrate snow! Get into the spirit of 
the season with activities surrounding the solid state of 
water (even if there’s none on the ground!). 

Wigwam in the Winter  
Sun, Feb 9 • 2-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Drop by the wigwam to get a glimpse 
into what it was like for Ojibwa 
Indians to live in a wigwam along the 
Pine River several hundred years ago. 
You’ll have a chance to see some 
traditional tools used for hunting and 
preparing wild game, learn about the 
fur trade and see some plants used for making cordage and 
baskets. If there is enough snow, we’ll play a game of snow 
snakes outside. 

Full Moon Stroll  
Sun, Feb 9 • 6-7:30 pm • Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
Enjoy a crisp winter walk under the light of the Snow Moon. 
We’ll look for signs of animals and enjoy the beauty of the 
woods after dark. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight. 
We may use snowshoes if conditions permit. Reserve 
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830. 

Coffee & Conversation:  
Nature’s Valentines  
Wed, Feb 12 • 9-10 am 
Ages: 18+ 
Love in nature isn’t all roses. We will 
dive into the courtship, trickery and 
habits of our local animals as they 
seek mates of their own. 
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Adventures 
for Woman: 
Snowshoe Hike 
2-4 pm

Mid-Michigan 
Rock Club 
7-9 pm

Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am
Evening 
Snowshoe Hike 
5-6:30 pm
Valley Herb 
Society 
7-9 pm

Snowshoe 
Sampler 
10 am-12 pm
Photographing 
Nature 
10 am-4 pm
Families in  
Nature 
2-3 pm

Wigwam in  
the Winter 
2-4 pm
Full Moon Stroll 
6-7:30 pm

Coffee & 
Conversation: 
Nature’s  
Valentines 
9-10 am

Snakes Alive! 
1-2 & 3-4 pm

Snowshoe  
Sampler 
2-4 pm

Annual  
Meeting 
3:30-5 pm

Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am
Evening 
Snowshoe Hike 
5-6:30 pm

Jolly  
Hammers 
& Strings  
Dulcimer Club 
1-4 pm

Central  
Michigan  
Seed Swap 
11 am-4 pm

continued on page 13

Preschool  
Placement for  
new families

Nature Center Store
Members receive 10% off and  
Life Members receive 20% off!

Books • Candles 
Air Fresheners 
Note Cards 

Jewelry • Soaps 
Puzzles • Games 

Stuffed Toys  
Puppets

T-shirts • Hats

Snakes Alive! Discovering the Wonders of Snakes  
Sat, Feb 15 • 1-2 pm & 3-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Snakes may be one of the most feared 
and misunderstood animals, but 
after attending this program, you’ll 
see how fascinating and beneficial 
these beautiful reptiles can be. Join 
CNC Interpretive Naturalist and snake enthusiast Michelle 
Fournier for this live snake program. All are invited to get as 
close a look at the snakes as you feel comfortable! 

Snowshoe Sampler  
Sun, Feb 16 • 2-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
It’s time to play outside! Drop by any time to give CNC’s 
snowshoes a try, do a winter scavenger hunt or warm up by 
a campfire. Meet at the Homestead Cabin and come enjoy a 
winter afternoon in the snow. 



donors & MeMbersJULY-SEPTEMBER 2019
Donors
Anonymous 
Clyde Babcock 
Shasta Breitkopf 
Donna Brewbaker 
Robert and Andrea Burditt 
Central Michigan  
 Daylily Society 
Ken and Marilyn Craven 
David and Bonnie Duclos 
Michael and Trudy Dutot 
William and Eileen Finzel 
Dorothy Follette 
Barry and Joanne George 
Richard and Denise Helling 
Richard Jellum 
Steve and Anne Jenkins 
Hal and Carol Locker 
John and Jan Marcou 
Barbara McGivern 
William and Mary Lou Mick 
Midland County Fair 
Amy Morrell 
Melisa Morrison 
Network for Good 
Rosemarie Peterson 
Mildred P. Putnam  
 Charitable  
 Remainder Trust 
Susan Race 
Ying Liu and Sean Tang 
Bradley Towers 
Barbara Vanciu 
Jenee Velasquez and  
 the Athena Sisters 
Julie Welsh

In Memory of Dale Anger
Dean Caple 
Ginger Kruger 
Dale and Phyllis Bement 
Rob and Deb Robinson 
Petra Mergard 
Bruce Baker 
Rod and Sue Huntley 
Tim and Brenda Mott 
Barb Kerns

In memory of Wilson Gay
R. W. and Nancy Barker 
Sharon Mortensen 
Jennifer Gay

Thank you for including CNC in your giving. It is your generosity  
that makes the difference in the programs and services we  

are able to offer to the community. 

In Memory of Gary Roth 
Grant and Robin Von Wald

Birdseed for Wildlife 
Viewing Area - In Memory 
of Dorothy Meyer 
Ellen Meyer

Nature Day Camp 
Scholarships - In Memory 
of Karen Gruber
Gary Gruber

Nature Day Camp 
Scholarships 
Gleaner Life Insurance  
 Society 
 Floyd Arbor 206 
Evergreen Garden Club

Arboretum
Howard L. and Kathleen  
 E. Garrett Donor-advised  
 Endowment Fund 

Chippewa Trail Bridge 
Maintenance and Repair 
Project from the Healthy 
Community Fund 
Midland Area Community  
 Foundation

Nature Day Camp 
Explorer Packs
Midland Kiwanis Foundation

Schoolyard Habitat 
Restoration
Saginaw Bay Watershed 
 Initiative Network

Nature Preschool 
Scholarship Fund
Dow

Friends of CNC Wildlife 
Viewing Area Sponsor 
George and Linda Killat

 
*We regret any error in our 
recognition, and ask that  
you contact us so that we  
may correct it

WELCOME 
New Members 
Nate and Catharine Agle 
Linda Lay and Wes 
Alexander 
Cara A and Steven Arthmire 
Roger and Linda Arvo 
Cheri and Harold Bell 
Steve Billmeier 
Corrine Bloomfield 
Bill and Amy Booth 
MaryEllen and  
 Theresa Brethauer 
Jill and Brandon Calvert 
Donald and  
 Cynthia Chilcote 
Andrew Bruce and  
 Annette Clapp 
Melissa Corwin-Thurston 
Pamela and Adam Cote 
Nicole and Nick Eisentraut 
Dustin and Rachael England 
Michael D and Lorna M Fink 
Ann and John Furnier 
Marie Glinski 
Lidia Godina 
Gale and Carla Herkner 
Jarrod Hoops 
Ramona and Rick Imhoff 
Amanda Irwin 
Cindy James 
Trista and James Jarrard 
Tasha Kittel 
Andrea and Karl LaPointe 
Robert and Nancy Larsen 
Sara Letson 
Alison Letzkus 
Kris and Robin Maes 
Joseph May 
Maggie McGuire 
Frank Michaux 
Justine and Drew Miller 
Karen and Jason Miller 
Matthew and Katrina Myers 
Justine Nelson 
Linda and Michael Pasch 
Chloe Pine 
Teresa Powaga 
Manuel Prado 
Erin and Chris Rey 
Bill and Debbie Schramm 

Deanna L. and Rick Schroden 
Eric Shipman 
Cassie Smith 
Bridget Sosnofsky 
Christian Gerstheimer and 
  Tracy Speaker-Gerstheimer 
Meagan Spyker 
Brittney Stamper 
India Starks 
Amanda Steffke 
Anita Stinson
Angela Strobel 
Shannon Stuart 
Mary Thompson 
Samantha Buetler and 
Nathan Vanderloo 
Jessica Varner 
Kimberly Wheeler 
Damien White 
Miranda Wille 
Gina Yeh

Express your love and  
appreciation of nature!
Please consider making a 
commitment to give to CNC 
through your estate plan.  
Contact Dennis Pilaske, 
Executive Director, at dpilaske@
chippewanaturecenter.org to 
further explore the Legacy  
Society.

CNC LEGACY 
SOCIETY
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Annual Meeting 
Wed, Feb 19 • 3:30-5 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
Join CNC staff and board for our annual business meeting along with a 
special program. The annual meeting will include a 2019 Year in Review 
and Financial Report, approval of the 2019 Annual Meeting minutes and 
the election of new Board members. We will also bid farewell to outgoing 
board members Kirk Fisher, Mark Robertson, John Davis and Michelle 
Wilkins who have each completed nine years of service at Chippewa 
Nature Center. 

The business meeting will be followed by the program ‘3,000 Miles by Bicycle’ by James and Lauren Dake of Elk Rapids, 
Michigan. During the summer of 2012, James and Lauren rode their bicycles from Michigan to California in a 3,000 mile 
journey across America. Come hear the stories, experiences and encounters of their two-wheeled adventure across the 
country. This program is funded by the Dale Dean Natural History Speaker Series. 

*CNC staff will provide activities for children ages 3-12 whose parents/guardians are attending the Annual Meeting.

Become a CNC Member!
Members allow us to fulfill our 
mission to connect all people 
with nature through educational, 
recreational and cultural 
experiences.

Check out the benefits below, 
and review the various levels of 
membership online:

• Quarterly newsletter by  
mail or email   

• 20% off registered programs 
• Invitation to members-only 

events
• 10% store discount
• Free admission to  

Maple Syrup Day &  
Fall Harvest Festival

• Free or reduced admission to 
150 nature centers worldwide

Story Hour  
Thurs, Feb 20 • 9:30 & 11 am 
Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about 
nature! The hour will include a story, 
crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities. 

Evening Snowshoe Hike  
Thurs, Feb 20 • 5-6:30 pm 
Register by Feb 20  
Asges: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Come discover the beauty of a 
winter night! We will look for signs 
of animals, study tree silhouettes and 
enjoy the winter sky. Bring a headlamp or flashlight. Reserve 
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830.

Jolly Hammers and  
Strings Dulcimer Club  
Sat, Feb 22 • 1-4 pm 
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping 
music of the Jolly Hammers & Strings 
Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a 
folk instrument (guitar, banjo, fiddle, 
dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in! 

Central Michigan Seed Swap  
Sun, Feb 23 • 11 am-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Join us for the 6th annual Central 
Michigan Seed Swap, Michigan’s 
largest seed swap event! There will be 
workshops, educational presentations, 
seed vendors and artisans at this buy, sell, trade event for 
everyone from the experienced heirloom seed saver to 
those just starting to garden. There will be fun activities for 
the kids and consessions. The keynote speaker will be Vivien 
Sansour, founder of the Seed Library of Palestine. Admission 
is free. Visit www.centralmichiganseedswap.com for the 
most up-to-date information. 

Nature Preschool Institute
An Educator Workshop

Incorporating  
nature-based concepts 

and outdoor play  
into your  

preschool curriculum

Register today! 
www.chippewanaturecenter.org

Mon-Thurs, June 1-4 • 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
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Rent-a-Sap Bucket 
Now-Feb 2020

Help us celebrate maple syrup season  
and support CNC programming!

save the date

Sat, March 21, 2020 
10 am-4 pm

Fri-Sat, April 3-4, 2020 
7-10 pm 

Tickets on sale now!

For $100 ($75 is tax deductible), you receive:
• Numbered bucket in the Sugarbush

• 2 tickets to Maple Syrup Day on Sat, March 21, 2020
• 2 tickets to the pancake breakfast
• Bottle of syrup produced on-site

You can also help collect sap and see it boiled into pure maple syrup!

Nature  
Day Camp

400 S. Badour Rd.
Midland, MI 48640-8661

989.631.0830  |  chippewanaturecenter.org  |    

Registration begins Tues, March 3, 2020


