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Visitor Center
Located near the confluence of the 
Pine and Chippewa rivers,  Visitor 
Center features include:
Ecosystem Gallery – Hands-on exhibits 
and a live reptile and amphibian exhibit
River Overlook – Spectacular views of the Pine River
Wildlife Viewing Area – Observe animals through one-way glass
Nature Discovery Area – Activities, books and games
Bur Oak Theater – Short interpretive videos
Naturalist Station – A naturalist is available to  
answer questions in person, by phone or online
Nature Center Store – Books, toys, gifts and more

Protecting Land for 
Wildlife and Future  
Generations
Dennis Pilaske 
Executive Director

In 1966, The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 
leased 198 acres of land located south of the Chippewa 
River to the newly formed Chippewa Nature Center. This 
lease, and subsequent gift, provided the home base for CNC 
to start delivering nature-based programs for people of all 
ages. Since that time, CNC has grown through multiple land 
donations, as well as land purchases. I’m pleased to announce 
that at the end of 2018, Chippewa Nature Center was the 
recipient of a generous land donation totaling 272 acres from 
Kriss and Carol Arbury of Midland. This gift increases CNC’s 
overall landholdings to 1,495 acres with over six miles of 
riverfront. These landholdings serve as a significant green belt 
along the rivers that is very important for wildlife habitat and 
for program offerings. 

Mr. & Mrs. Arbury have played an invaluable role in preserving 
these tracts of land and riverfront along the Chippewa 
River, and we are grateful for their generosity. This donation 
represents a significant opportunity for the Nature Center 
to continue to protect important habitat to be enjoyed by 
future generations of nature lovers. For over half a century, 
Chippewa Nature Center has been a steward of its land, 
and we are thankful that our members and community have 
continued to support and enjoy our programs and services. 
We are humbled that Mr. & Mrs. Arbury have entrusted 
Chippewa Nature Center to be stewards of this gift of land 
and we look forward to many more years of building nature 
connections for residents of the community. 
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The local rivers and creeks offer 
winding adventures around deadfalls 
and sandbars, often with spectacular 
views of native plants and wildlife. 
While some of CNC’s trails follow 
the the Pine and Chippewa rivers, 
the best way to experience these 
waterways is to grab a kayak or canoe 
and paddle their waters.

Spring, summer and fall, Chippewa 
Nature Center staff lead trips for 
paddlers of all ability levels on both 
kayaks and canoes. Kids enjoy Nature 
Day Camp adventures and leisurely 
family trips down the Chippewa 
River. Adults enjoy relaxing hours on 
the water, floating and watching for 
wildlife such as mink, beaver and river 
otter. 

Visitor Center Hours: 
Mon-Sat • 8 am-5 pm 

Sun & select holidays • 12-5 pm
Trail Hours:

19 miles of trails open  
year-round, dawn-to-dark daily!

Paddling at CNC

If you’re up for a more unusual 
adventure, join us on a trip in one of 
our 29-foot Voyageur canoes. Modeled 
after the “freight trains” of the fur trade, 
large canoes such as this once hauled 
loads of valuable furs down local rivers 
and on the Great Lakes to trading 
centers at Mackinac and Detroit. 

No matter which boat you choose, we 
highly recommend picking up a paddle 
and exploring the rivers. You’ll quickly 
find your pace of life slowing down 
and your senses opening up to a new 
perspective. Familiar places take on a 
new look and feel as you float down a 
meandering stream, the air filled with 
birdsong and the sounds of the flowing 
waters.

BOARD NOMINATIONS:

In accordance with the bylaws, members 
are invited to submit names, including 
their own, of persons they wish to be 
considered for a position on CNC’s Board 
of Directors. Nominations are due by July 
15, 2019. If selected, the three year term 
would begin at the Annual Meeting in 
February 2020. 

Please send the name, address, phone 
number and qualifications of anyone you 
wish to have considered to:

Mark Robertson, Secretary 
Chippewa Nature Center • 400 S Badour 
Rd Midland, MI 48640

Universal Paddling Access
in Midland County

City of Midland
989.837.6930

www.midland-mi.org

• Hours: 6 am-11 pm
• Directions: Located in downtown 

Midland next to the Tridge and  
Farmer’s Market.

Sanford Lake Park
989.832.6874

www.co.midland.mi.us

• Hours: Dawn to dusk daily
• Directions: From Saginaw Rd, turn 

north on Smith St at the traffic light in 
Sanford.

Chippewa Nature Center
989.631.0830 

www.chippewanaturecenter.org
• Hours:  

May – Open till 9 pm  
June-July – Open till 10 pm 
Aug-Oct 15 – Open till 9 pm

• Directions: Located on Chippewa River Rd,  
.3 miles west of Meridian Rd (M-30).

For a full list of Nature Center paddling 
programs, check out the calendar of 
events. Have your own gear and looking 
for access points on the river? Check 
out CNC’s Universal Access site six 
miles upstream from CNC or the 
Nature Center’s canoe/kayak launch 
located off Homestead Road. 

See you on the water!



www.chippewanaturecenter.org |   4

Calendar of eventsJUNE
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Going Geocaching  
Sat, June 1 • 10 am-2 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Beginners and experts alike are 
invited to stop by the Visitor Center 
this National Trails Day anytime 
between 10 am-2 pm to begin your 
adventure in search of geocaches! Geocaches are small 
containers hidden in nature that can be found using GPS 
units and the coordinates that we provide. Join the world’s 
largest scavenger hunt as you work at your own pace to 
conquer as many of the geocache series as you desire! 

Homestead Sundays 
Sundays, June-August • 1-5 pm  
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Step back in time at CNC’s log cabin, timber frame barn 
and one-room school for a family-friendly afternoon 
at the Homestead Farm and Log Schoolhouse. Weekly 
themed activities and tours will be available throughout 

the afternoon. You may get to try your hand at grinding 
corn, pumping water, writing on a slate board, working in 
the garden, tilling the field or watering the animals. The 
Homestead and Schoolhouse will be open Sundays in June, 
July and August. 

Mid-Michigan Rock Club: Summer Potluck  
Tues, June 4 • 6:30-9 pm 
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their 
monthly meeting. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans, 
collectors and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation 
and educate the public about geology-related topics. Learn 
more at www.midmichrockclub.com.

Teacher’s Night in Nature:  
Kayaking the Chippewa River  
Tues, June 4 • 6-9 pm 
Register by June 3 • Ages: 18+ 
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member 
All teachers are invited to join CNC 
staff to enjoy a peaceful, relaxing evening on the 
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Homestead 
Happenings

It’s that time of year when shades of green envelop the 
woods with warmth and wildflowers blanket the Beech 

Maple woods. The farmer’s focus shifts from maple sugar 
to carefully planned, cultivated fields. Thawing grounds offer 
refuge to seedlings waiting to sprout into mouthwatering, 
fresh fruits and vegetables. As summer heats up, we invite 
you to come discover the Homestead – experience 
historic rural living skills, connect with the cultural history 
of the area and learn how you can be a steward of today’s 
resources!

Upon arrival, you’ll be greeted by our friendly Leicester 
Long Wool Sheep, a heritage breed valued for their 
versatile, curly and lustrous fleece. They don’t leave their 
pen, however, so if you are looking for a tour, make sure to 
ask a staff member or volunteer. 

Each week at the Homestead will offer a unique peek into 
the past. Themed activities, crafts and programs suitable for 
all ages will be available. Check out the CNC website to see 
what seasonal adventures are waiting for you!  

Of course, we always invite you to explore at your own pace. 
Stop by and smell the aroma in the log cabin kitchen. There 
you’ll find volunteers using traditional recipes as they cook 
on a woodstove. Jump in the action by grinding some herbs 
or washing the dishes. Not a cook? Try your hand at carding 
wool, pumping water or gardening. Visit the school house and 
hop on a pair of stilts, send a graces hoop sailing through the 
air or dive into the log cabin’s chest of 19th century games. 
And don’t worry, if you work up a sweat, find the fence on 
a hill that isn’t holding any animals. Do you see it? Slip on 
down and check out what is beneath. They didn’t have air 
conditioning, but they did have root cellars! 

The Homestead Farm takes us back to a time when 
people lived closer to the land. Chores were done by hand, 
community was essential and nights were dark. Explore the 
past and our connection to plants and animals on the farm. 
Better yet, roll up your sleeves and become a Homestead 
volunteer. The experience is perfect for families, teens, 
college students, teachers, retirees and anyone who is 
interested in experiencing something new and sharing it with 
others. To learn more, contact Cathy Fitzpatrick, Historical 
Interpreter, at cfitzpatrick@chippewanaturecenter.org.

Teachers  
Night in Nature 
6-9 pm
Mid-Michigan 
Rock Club 
6:30-9 pm 
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Going 
Geocaching 
10 am-2 pm 

Mid-Mitten 
Chapter of  
Wild Ones 
6:30-8 pm 

Homestead 
Sunday 
1-5 pm 

Homestead 
Sunday 
1-5 pm 

Homestead 
Sunday 1-5 pm
Full Moon 
Stroll 8:30-10 pm 

Homestead 
Sunday 1-5 pm 

Homestead 
Sunday 1-5 pm 

Bird Banding 
8 am-12 pm
Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am
Paddles & Pints 
6-8 pm
Valley Herb  
Society 7-9 pm

Bird Banding 
8 am-12 pm 
Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am

Families in  
Nature 
2-3 pm 
Turtle Time 
3-4 pm

Wee Stroll 
9:30-10:30 am

Insect  
Exploration at 
Sylvan Solace 
Preserve 
3-4:30 pm 

Nature  
Preschool Institute 
Mon-Thurs 
8:30 am-4:30 pm 

Summer Exploration Days: Geology • Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm
Coffee &  
Conversation 
9-10 am
Evening Kayak  
on the Chip 6-9 pm

Nature Tour  
by Golf Cart 
3-4:30 pm

Introduction to 
Family Camping
Sat 4 pm-Sun 9 
am

Introduction to 
Family Camping
Sat 4 pm-Sun 9 am

Summer Exploration Days: Geology • Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm

Summer Exploration Days: Geology
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm

Summer Exploration Days: Plants & Fungi • Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm

Turtle Trek 
2-3:30 pm 

Meet the Bees 
11 am-12 pm & 
2-3 pm
Adventures for 
Women: Evening 
Kayak 6-9 pm 

Celebrating  
Summer Solstice 
7-8:30 pm 

CNC Stewards: 
River Clean-up 
with Scientific 
Anglers 
11 am-4 pm 

Family Yoga  
10-11 am
Turtle Time 
3:40-4:30 pm 

Live Reptiles & 
Amphibians at 
Averill Preserve 
2-3 pm 

Fun in the Mud 
11 am-12 pm at 
Discovery Preserve 
3-4 pm at CNC 

Cathy Fitzpatrick 
Historical Interpreter

Evening Kayak  
on the Chip 
6-9 pm

Homestead Sundays, June-August | 1-5 pm



Chippewa River. CNC will provide a kayak, paddle and life 
jacket for each participant. 

“Teacher’s Night in Nature” offers a personal experience in 
nature while enjoying social and educational time with other 
teachers. We’ll head outside for our main activity (so dress 
for the weather!), then conclude with light refreshments. 

Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones: 
Lane Preserve Tour 
Wed, June 5 • 6-8 pm 
Sara Huetteman, Stewardship Coordinator for Little Forks 
Conservancy, will provide a guided tour of their newest 
preserve in Gladwin County. The 0.8-mile trail leads through 
a field of wildflowers with a mixture of wetland and pines. 
For carpool information, contact Jeanne Henderson at 
989.631.0830 or jhenderson@chippewanaturecenter.org. 

Bird Banding 
Thursdays, May 30, June 6 & 20,  
July 4, 18 & 25 and Aug 1 & 8 
8 am-12 pm • Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
See resident and migratory birds up close as birds are 
caught in mist nets and banded for research. Join Mike 
Bishop, Alma College instructor and researcher, and CNC 
staff at the east Wetlands Area parking lot off Grey Road 
(the gate will be open during banding hours).

If it is raining or windy, banding will not take place. If the weather 
is questionable, please call the front office after 8 am on the day 
of the scheduled banding.

Story Hour: Around the Pond: Who’s Been Here?  
Thurs, June 6 • 9:30 & 11 am 
Ages: 3-5 yrs w/adult  
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities.

Paddles and Pints  
Thurs, June 6 • 6-8 pm 
Register by June 5 • Ages: 21+  
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member 
Spend an evening kayaking down the 
Chippewa River with a naturalist as 
you look for turtles, fish, eagles and other wildlife. We’ll 
end at the Tridge in downtown Midland where we’ll wrap 
up the trip with a short walk to WhichCraft Taproom for a 
refreshing drink. A $10 voucher is included with registration. 
Meet at the Farmer’s Market in downtown Midland where 
CNC staff will shuttle participants via 15-passenger van to 
CNC’s canoe/kayak launch. CNC will provide a kayak, paddle 
and life jacket for each participant.

Valley Herb Society  
Thurs, June 6 • 7-9 pm 
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting. 
VHS furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of herbs 
among its members. For program information, contact Cathy 
Devendorf at cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org or 
989-631-0830. 
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Coffee & Conversation: Fiddleheads and Fronds  
Wed, June 12 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+ 
Come learn about ferns, beautiful and unique plants whose 
young fiddleheads and mature fronds are found nestled in 
shady moist forests and along stream banks. 

Evening Kayak on the Chippewa River  
Wed, June 12 • 6-9 pm • Register by June 11 
Tues, June 25 • 6-9 pm • Register by June 24 
Register by June 11 • Ages: 18+ 
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member 
Spend an evening paddling down the Chippewa River with 
a naturalist as you look for turtles, fish, herons, hawks and 
eagles. After meeting at the Visitor Center, we’ll travel to 
the Universal Access Site via CNC van and begin a leisurely 
paddle down river back to the Nature Center. CNC will 
provide a kayak, paddle and life jacket for each participant. 

Summer Exploration Days  
June 12-Sept 2 • Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm 
Sun 12-5 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Themed experiments, games and crafts throughout the 
Visitor Center will highlight the unique characteristics of 
each ecosystem. Themes change bi-weekly, so be sure to 
stop back throughout the summer to explore them all! 
(Program not available on June 25, July 9, 23, August 6, 20) 

June 12-24         Geology  
June 26-July 8    Plants and Fungi  
July 10-22    Michigan’s Precious Few  
July 24-Aug 5    Nature of Weather  
Aug 7-19    Space and the Night Sky  
Aug 21-Sept 2    Planet Earth 

Nature Tour by Golf Cart  
Thurs, June 13 •3-4:30 pm 
Register by June 12 • Ages: 18+  
Fee: $15 | 12/CNC member 
Join CNC Naturalists as we explore 
the Nature Center’s natural features 
by golf cart. This program includes 
a leisurely ride along rivers, forests, 
ponds and fields with stops along the 
way to get a better look at the plants and animals that call 
CNC home. This program is especially designed for those 
with limited mobility. 

Wee Stroll  
Fri, June 14 • 9:30-10:30 am  
2nd Friday of the month April-Nov  
Ages: 6 mos-2 yrs w/adult  
This program is designed for parents to take a guided walk 
with their child, learn about the outdoors and learn ways to 
introduce children to the natural world around them.

Insect Exploration at Sylvan Solace Preserve  
Fri, June 14 • 3-4:30 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Let’s explore the fields and woods of Sylvan Solace Preserve 6

in search of insects! We’ll look under logs, on leaves and 
flowers, on the ground and on tree trunks. We will bring bug 
boxes, nets, spoons and field guides to aid our investigation. 
Meet Interpretive Naturalist Jeanne Henderson at Sylvan 
Solace Preserve, 4 W. Pickard Road, Mt. Pleasant, protected 
by the Chippewa Watershed Conservancy. 

Midland Camera Club - Photo Show  
Fri, June 14-Sat, Aug 17  
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm 
For over 65 years the Midland Camera Club has been 
helping local photographers in Midland, Michigan become 
better at capturing images. Club members’ interests range 
from simple basic techniques such as off-set subjects to the 
more difficult issues of lighting and composition. This club 
is striving to help every photographer focus on improving 
and meets September through May. For details go to 
midlandcameraclub.tripod.com. 

Introduction to Family Camping  
Sat, June 15 • 4 pm-Sun, June 16 • 9 am 
Register by June 7  
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Fee: Adult $15 | 12/CNC member 
Child $10 | 8/CNC member 
If you’re new to camping or just 
want to spend an evening camping 
at the Homestead Farm with your 
family, this program is for you! Dinner, 
campfire snacks, breakfast, nature crafts and activities are 
included in the cost. A packing list and tentative agenda will 
be provided prior to the program. Tents are available to 
borrow if needed.

Full Moon Stroll  
Sun, June 16 • 8:30-10 pm 
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
June is the Strawberry moon because it is time to gather 
ripening strawberries. We will pass through the Homestead 
farm as we listen and look for wildlife in the fields and 
woods. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight. 

Turtle Trek  
Tues, June 18 • 2-3:30 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Trek the Nature Center property with a CNC naturalist in 
search of one of nature’s more timid predators - the turtle! 
We may find shy Blanding’s turtles, robust Snapping turtles, 
sunny Common Map turtles and more. 

Meet the Bees  
Wed, June 19 
11 am-12 pm & 2-3 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Venture out to see what the buzz 
is all about at the Homestead 
Farm! Learn about honeybees and 
beekeeping practices. Make a bee-themed craft, play a game 
to learn about pollinators and sample local honey. 

Register 

NOW!

Families in Nature: Frogs & Pollywogs  
Sat, June 8 • 2-3 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Using dippers and nets, we’ll try to 
catch some tadpoles, pollywogs and 
frogs in ponds or vernal pools. See 
if you can discover the differences 
between the frog species and watch 
how they move in their aquatic 
habitats. 

Turtle Time  
Sat, June 8 • 3-4 pm & Wed, June 26 • 3:30-4:30 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
Stop by and visit CNC’s Eastern Box Turtle and learn about 
other Michigan turtles. If the weather is nice, our box turtle 
will be enjoying some fresh air and exercise outside the 
Visitor Center. 

Nature Preschool Institute

Mon, June 10-Thurs, June 13 • 8:30 am-4:30 pm  
Register by June 1 • Ages: 18+ 
Fee: $400 | 320/CNC member 
This four-day workshop will provide early childhood 
educators with the information 
and skills to incorporate 
nature-based concepts into 
daily preschool routines while 
maintaining the integrity of their 
best practice curriculum. This 
workshop will be led by Rachel 
Larimore, owner of Samara Early 
Learning, along with Madison Powell, Nature Preschool 
Director and the team of Nature Preschool teachers. 

Topics will include: 
• Benefits of nature play 
• Real versus perceived outdoor risks 
• Naturalizing outdoor play areas 
• Integrating nature into indoor spaces 
• The real meaning of “dress for the weather” 
• Leading effective excursions 
• Extending learning through studies 
• Seasonal activities to incorporate into the classroom

On Monday, participants will spend the day learning about 
the benefits of nature-based programming, discussing 
outdoor risks, learning various seasonal activities, and 
creating props and materials for implementing these 
concepts. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings 
participants will observe Nature Preschool students and 
staff in a typical day of the program. The afternoons will 
include reflections on the morning session, basic natural 
history, and information to focus the observations for the 
following day. The program fee includes materials and lunch 
each day. 24 SCECHs available (pending approval)
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Jeanne Henderson 
Interpretive Naturalist

Maternal Care

After wild animals build nests or lodges during 
construction season, they proceed into breeding season 

with the business of raising babies. Wildlife mothers care for 
their young in different ways than human mothers. 

A female Eastern Cottontail rabbit prepares a shallow nest 
on the ground in a natural depression by lining it with grass 
and her own fur. After 28 days, she gives birth to 3-8 naked 
and blind or altricial babies. She only visits once or twice in 
a 24-hour period to nurse her young, usually around dawn 
and dusk. The absence of the mother protects the rabbit kits 
from detection by predators, as the kits sleep quietly in the 
nest. Their eyes open at seven days old, and they are fully 
furred by the end of the second week, when they begin to 
move around near the nest. After 21 days, they are weaned 
and will venture out on their own in search of tender leaves 
to eat. At three months old, these juveniles are sexually 
mature and can reproduce; the mother may have two more 
litters this summer. However, the average life span is only 
one year due to the numerous predators, diseases and game 
hunters impacting rabbit populations.

Gray and Fox Squirrels choose tree 
cavities high in hardwood trees for 
nest sites. An ideal hole would be 
12 inches deep with an opening 
three or more inches in diameter. 
The female gathers shredded bark, 
leaves and grass to make a warm 

nest for 2-4 altricial babies in April. She nurses them regularly 
before they are weaned at 50 to 60 days old; youngsters 
remain with their mother until she bears her second litter 
in July or August. If the juveniles fall out of the nest too early, 
she will retrieve them. Independent squirrels build bulky leaf 
nests as their summer shelters for sleeping. 

Baby raccoons born in a hollow tree 
den are nursed by their mother for 
four months. She is devoted and 
defensive of her young, and only leaves 
them long enough to feed, then hurries 
back. Youngsters chatter and whine 
in the den and peer out by 8 weeks 
old, but they are not allowed outside 
yet and if one crawls out, the mother 
will carry it back. After weaning, the 
mother raccoon takes her brood along 
to search for food, which becomes dangerous as the juveniles 
frequently explore in all directions. 

If you find a single baby wild animal don’t immediately jump 
to the conclusion that it has been abandoned. The best 
course of action is to leave young animals alone, since a 
parent is likely watching nearby. Keep your pets away so they 
do not cause harm. Offer welcome hiding places for young 
animals by creating brush piles, leaving dead trees standing 
and growing native plants. Your reward will be observing 
wildlife under their own terms. 

Young raccoon

Adventures for Women: Evening Kayak  
Wed, June 19 • 6-9 pm 
Register by June 18 • Ages: 18+ 
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member 
 We’ll look for eagles and herons, 
river otters, muskrats and more as 
paddle down the Chippewa River. 
After meeting at the Visitor Center, 
we’ll travel to the Universal Access Site via CNC van and 
begin a leisurely paddle down river back to the Nature 
Center. CNC will provide a kayak, paddle and life jacket for 
each participant.

Bird Banding 
Thursdays, May 30, June 6 & 20,  
July 4, 18 & 25 and Aug 1 & 8 
8 am-12 pm • Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
See description on page 5.

Story Hour: How to Hide a Butterfly  
Thurs, June 20 • 9:30 & 11 am 
Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities. 

Celebrating the Summer Solstice  
Fri, June 21 • 7-8:30 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
The Summer Solstice marks the longest day of the year. 
Celebrate the first day of summer with s’mores around a 
campfire and nature games at the Homestead. 

CNC Stewards: Pine and Chippewa  
River Clean Up with Scientific Anglers  
Sat, June 22 • 11:30 am-4 pm 
Register by June 20  
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
It’s time to jump in the river and get it cleaned up! Join 
CNC Naturalists and the staff of Scientific Anglers for a fun-
filled river clean-up day complete with lunch, time in and on 
the water and prizes. We will eat lunch at 11:30 am, then 
divide into teams and tackle several sections of the Pine and 
Chippewa Rivers. We will gather together by 3:30 pm, and 
prizes will be awarded for the best river trash recoveries. 
Participants are welcome to stay and participate in the fly 
fishing casting demonstrations and practice from 4-6pm. Life 
jackets and trash-collection vessels will be provided. Pre-
registration is required. 

Family Yoga: Plant Parade  
Wed, June 26 • 10-11 am 
Free • Pre-Register • Ages: 3+, under 18 w/adult 
There’s a natural connection between nature and yoga. CNC 
and Well-Bean are teaming up to provide a program that blends 
yoga, nature, education, cooperative games, breathing and 
relaxation! This fun and interactive program is designed to bring 
families together to nurture relationships and an appreciation 
of the outdoors. Classes will be held at the Homestead Farm, 

but will move to the Visitor Center in case of rain. Please bring 
a towel or yoga mat for each family member. 

Turtle Time  
Wed, June 26 • 3:30-4:30 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
Stop by and visit CNC’s Eastern Box Turtle and learn about 
other Michigan turtles. If the weather is nice, our box turtle 
will be enjoying some fresh air and exercise outside the 
Visitor Center. 

Live Reptiles and Amphibians at Averill Preserve  
Thurs, June 27 • 2-3 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Snakes, turtle and toads, oh my! Reptiles and amphibians are 
unique animals that spark the curiosity of many. Come learn 
about and visit with CNC ambassador herps at the Averill 
Preserve. 

Directions: From Midland, take N Saginaw Rd toward Sanford for 
approximately 5 miles. The Averill Preserve is on the left, across 
from Hope Road. Park in the small lot near the pavilion. 

Fun in the Mud: International Mud Day!  
Sat, June 29 • All Ages, under 18 
w/adult 
11 am-12 pm at Discovery 
Preserve 
3-4 pm at CNC 
It’s International Mud Day, and you’re 
invited to join CNC staff to celebrate! 
Bring your boots and prepare to get 
muddy as we explore what creatures live in the pond “muck,” 
make mud animal tracks and just have fun playing in mud! 
Discovery Preserve is located at 1501 S. Euclid in Bay City. 
 
 
 
 

Gray squirrel

Young Eastern Cottontail

Nature Center Store
Members receive 10% off and  
Life Members receive 20% off!

7 8

Bug Boxes • Pond Dippers • Butterfly Nets 
Books • Candles • Air Fresheners • Note Cards 
Jewelry • Handmade bowls • Soaps • Puzzles 

Games • Stuffed Toys • Puppets • T-shirts • Hats



Homestead Sundays 
Sundays, June-August • 1-5 pm 
See description on page 4. 

Summer Exploration Days:   
July 10-22    Michigan’s Precious Few  
July 24-Aug 5    Nature of Weather  
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
See description on page 6. 

Paddles and Pints  
Tues, July 2 • 6-8 pm • Register by July 1 • Ages: 21+  
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member 
Spend an evening kayaking down the Chippewa River with 
a naturalist as you look for turtles, fish, eagles and other 
wildlife. We’ll end at the Tridge in downtown Midland where 
we’ll wrap up the trip with a short walk to WhichCraft 
Taproom for a refreshing drink. A $10 voucher is included 
with registration. Meet at the Farmer’s Market in downtown 
Midland where CNC staff will shuttle participants via 
15-passenger van to CNC’s canoe/kayak launch. CNC will 
provide a kayak, paddle and life jacket for each participant. 

Bird Banding 
Thursdays, May 30, June 6 & 20,  
July 4, 18 & 25 and Aug 1 & 8 
8 am-12 pm • Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
See description on page 5.

Members Only - 4th of July Celebration  
Thurs, July 4 • 8-11 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
What a great way to celebrate the 
4th of July holiday! CNC members 
are invited to join Cathy Devendorf at 
the Log Schoolhouse for this annual 
campfire and fireworks watching event. 
We’ll make and fly kites (and other things that fly), play with 
hoops, stilts and graces from the schoolhouse and best of 
all, enjoy s’mores around the campfire! Then we’ll settle in 
to watch the City of Midland fireworks while we listen to 
crickets and frogs and maybe see a firefly or two. Members 
are welcome to bring guests. Please note: Pets, fireworks and 
sparklers are not permitted at CNC. 
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30 • FREE Programs • Affiliate Programs  • Field Trips & Workshops
*If weather conditions are unfavorable,  

a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Mid-Mitten  
Chapter of Wild 
Ones 6:30-8 pm 

Paddles and Pints 
6-8 pm 
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Native American Uses of Natural  
Resources at Discovery Preserve  
Tues, July 9 • 3-4 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
For thousands of years, local Native Americans got 
everything they needed for their sustenance by using rich 
plant and animal resources, many of which still surround 
us every day. Join Cathy Fitzpatrick, Historical Interpreter, 
at Discovery Preserve in Bay City for an overview of 
traditional skills used by this region’s Native Americans to 
make fire by friction, cordage from plant materials and much 
more. Meet at Discovery Preserve, located at 1701 S. Euclid 
Avenue in Bay City. 

Turtle Time  
Tues, July 9 & Sat, July 20 • 3-4 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult  
Stop by and visit CNC’s Eastern Box Turtle and learn about 
other Michigan turtles. If the weather is nice, our box turtle 
will be enjoying some fresh air and exercise outside the 
Visitor Center.

Coffee & Conversation: Looking at Lichens  
Wed, July 10 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+  
Even in the summer splendor 
of wildflowers, little lichens put 
on a show of their own. Come 
discover the diversity and unique 
characteristics of this symbiotic 
relationship between fungi and algae.

Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones:  
Local Invasive Plants 
Wed, July 10 • 6:30-8 pm 
Megan Rider from the Central Michigan Cooperative 
Invasive Species Management Area will share interesting 
information about some of our local invasive plant species 
including what to look for and how best to manage them on 
your property.

Saginaw Bay by Voyageur Canoe  
Thurs, July 11 • 6-10 pm 
Register by July 9 • Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member 
Join Naturalist Tom Lenon for an exciting adventure as we 
paddle the Saginaw Bay in a 29-foot Voyageur canoe. The 
canoe is a fiberglass reproduction of the birch bark canoes 
used by voyageurs to haul loads of trade goods and valuable 
animal pelts in the 18th and 19th centuries. We’ll explore 
the cattail marshes and look for birds and other wildlife. 

Wee Stroll  
Fri, July 12 • 9:30-10:30 am  
2nd Friday of the month April-Nov  
Ages: 6 mos-2 yrs w/adult  
This program is designed for parents to take a guided walk 
with their child, learn about the outdoors and learn ways to 
introduce children to the natural world around them.

Wings at the Wetlands  
Fri, July 12 • 2-3:30 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Discover flying animals at CNC’s wetlands! We’ll spend time 
observing flying birds and insects, then use what we know to 
make our own flight models. We’ll test our flight creations 
by launching them off the Wetlands tower. Meet at the 
Wetlands parking lot on Badour Rd. 

CNC Stewards: Butterfly Count  
Sat, July 13 • 9 am-4 pm 
FREE | Register by July 11  
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
Come be a part of the 31st Annual 
Butterfly Count! New and experienced 
butterfly enthusiasts are invited to 
spend a few hours or the entire day 
searching CNC property for as many butterflies as we can 
find. Small groups will head into the fields and woods so we 
can cover as much ground as possible. Much of the count is 
done off-trail, so long pants and long sleeves are recommended. 
Registration is required for this stewardship program. 

Families in Nature: River Ramble  
Sat, July 13 • 2-3 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Spend your summer afternoon IN the river! Meet CNC 
staff at the canoe/kayak launch along Homestead Road to 
explore what lives in the river. We’ll turn over stones and 
use nets to get an up-close view of the river’s inhabitants 
including clams, crayfish and caddisflies. Bring sturdy water 
shoes (old tennis shoes work great) and clothes that can get 
wet. Life jackets will be provided. 

Full Moon Stroll  
Tues, July 16 • 8:30-10 pm 
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
Enjoy a warm summer night hike 
by the light of the full Buck Moon. 
Fireflies, bats, katydids or Nighthawks 
may be out, too. Wear dark clothing 
and bring a flashlight. 

Evening Kayak on the Chippewa River  
Wed, July 17 • 6-9 pm • Register by July 16 
Ages: 18+ • Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member 
See description on page 6.

Family Yoga: Michigan’s Rare Creatures  
Wed, July 17 • 10-11 am 
Free • Pre-register • Ages: 3+, under 18 w/adult 
There’s a natural connection between nature and yoga. CNC 
and Well-Bean are teaming up to provide a program that blends 
yoga, nature, education, cooperative games, breathing and 
relaxation! This fun and interactive program is designed to bring 
families together to nurture relationships and an appreciation 
of the outdoors. Classes will be held at the Homestead Farm, 
but will move to the Visitor Center in case of rain. Please bring 
a towel or yoga mat for each family member. 
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Homestead 
Sunday 1-5 pm 

Summer Exploration Days: Plants & Fungi • Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm
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Summer Exploration Days:  
Michigan’s Precious Few
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm

Summer Exploration Days: Nature of Weather
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm
Averill Preserve 
Logging History 
6:30-7:30 pm

Summer Exploration Days: Nature of Weather
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Bird Banding 
8 am-12 pm
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8-11 pm
 

Native American 
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Resources at DP 
3-4 pm
Turtle Time 
3:30-4:30 pm 

Saginaw Bay by 
Voyageur Canoe 
6-10 pm 

Wee Stroll 
9:30-10:30 am
Wings at the 
Wetlands 
2-3:30 pm 

CNC Stewards: 
Butterfly Count 
9 am-4 pm
Families in  
Nature 
2-3 pm 

Full Moon Stroll 
8:30-10 pm

Family Yoga 
10-11 am
Evening Kayak on 
the Chip 
6-9 pm 

Bird Banding 
8 am-12 pm
Story Hour 
9:30 & 11 am
 

Turtle Time 
3-4 pm
 

Bird Banding 
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the Chip 6-9 pm
 

Morning Kayak 
on the Chip 
9 am-12 pm

CNC Land  
Management by 
Golf Cart 
7-8:30 pm

Mid-Mitten  
Chapter of Wild 
Ones 6-8 pm 
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Michelle Fournier 
Interpretive Naturalist/ 
Public Program Coordinator

Time  
for Turtles

Summer is the time for turtles! While a quick walk by a 
pond will reveal basking Painted Turtles and Common 

Snapping Turtles, finding river turtles can be more of a 
challenge. While floating the river in a kayak or strolling 
quietly along the banks, see if you can find some of our 
amazing river residents.

The Northern Map turtle looks very similar to the Painted 
Turtle. Map turtles are named for the network of yellow or 
tan lines on the top shell, also known as the carapace, that 
resemble contour lines on a map. While these markings are 
strongest on young turtles, map turtles can also be identified 
by the large bumpy keel or ridge that goes down the middle 
of their back. These turtles have massive heads and powerful 
jaws that enable them to eat snails, clams and crayfish, which 
also gives them a “smiling” appearance.

Looking like a large, flat pancake, the Spiny Softshell turtle 
is unmistakable. Like its name implies, the softshell turtle 
lacks the hard shell; its shell is covered in skin and is soft 
and rubbery. At almost 2 feet long with just the shell, adult 
female softshells are one of the largest turtles in the area. 
They often bask along sandy areas of the riverbank, poised 
to slip into the water with the slightest disturbance. They 
may also bury their bodies in soft sand or silt with only their 
snorkel-like snout raised above the water.

The carapace of the Wood turtle has very defined growth 
rings as if it was sculpted from wood. Wood Turtles can be 
found both in and around rivers or streams. A species of 
special concern and state protected species, these turtles 

are uncommon, but can still occasionally be spotted at CNC. 

It may seem like a “fish out of water,” but a turtle found 
away from any pond or river is natural. Some turtles have 
seasonal movements between bodies of water, and female 
turtles trek to higher ground to lay their eggs during the 
nesting season. If a turtle is found away from water, trust 
the turtle’s instincts. They know where to go and what they 
need to do, and relocating these turtles to nearby ponds 
often does more harm than good. If a turtle is crossing a 
road and it’s safe to stop, a simple escort to the side of the 
road the turtle is facing is all the help they need. 

Look for these unique reptiles on your next outdoor 
adventure and enjoy the season of turtles!

Wood turtle

Baby map turtle
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Bird Banding 
Thursdays, May 30, June 6 & 20,  
July 4, 18 & 25 and Aug 1 & 8 
8 am-12 pm • Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
See description on page 5.

Story Hour: In the Garden:  Who’s Been Here?  
Thurs, July 18 • 9:30 & 11 am 
Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities. 

Averill Preserve Logging History  
Wed, July 24 • 6:30-7:30 pm 
Ages: 12+, under 18 w/adult 
In the 1880s, the small town of Averill, just west of Midland 
City, boasted the “largest banking grounds in the world” on 
the banks of the Tittabawassee River. Join Cathy Fitzpatrick, 
Historical Interpreter, for a stroll into Averill’s past at the 
famous banking grounds. You’ll hear local lumbering tales, 
view historic photos of the site and appreciate recent 
efforts that The Little Forks Conservancy has made to 
preserve its rich history and natural resources. Wear 
walking shoes and meet in the pavilion at Averill Preserve off 
Saginaw Rd near Sanford.

Bird Banding 
Thursdays, May 30, June 6 & 20,  
July 4, 18 & 25 and Aug 1 & 8 
8 am-12 pm • Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
See description on page 5.

Evening Kayak on the Chippewa River  
Thurs, July 25 • 6-9 pm Register by July 24 
Ages: 18+ • Fee: $30 | 24/CNC 
member 
See description on page 6.

Morning Kayak on the Chippewa 
River  
Sat, July 27 • 9 am-12 pm 
Register by July 25 • Ages: 15+, 
under 18 w/adult  
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member 
Start your weekend right with a relaxing paddle down the 
Chippewa River. After meeting at the Visitor Center, we will 
travel to the Universal Access Site via CNC van. Guided by a 
CNC naturalist, we’ll look for turtles, fish, herons, hawks and 
eagles as we made our way down river. CNC will provide a 
kayak, paddle and life jacket for each participant. 

CNC Land Management Tour by Golf Cart  
Tues, July 30 • 7-8:30 pm 
Register by July 29 
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Fee: $15 | 12/CNC member  
On this guided tour of CNC’s property, Tom Lenon, 
Director of Land and Facilities, will highlight the work we 
do to maintain and support healthy ecosystems. Areas of 
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invasive species management will be visited, and Tom will 
share the challenges and successes we have experienced. 

Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones: 
Summer Picnic & Native Habitat Walk 
Wed, July 31 • 6-8 pm 
We will meet at the home of a member for a tour of the 
native plants used in his landscaping and enjoy a summer 
picnic. Please contact Jeanne Henderson at 989.631.0830 or 
jhenderson@chippewanaturecenter.org. ahead of time for 
directions and information. 

Host a Birthday Party at CNC!

Visit CNC’s website for more details and to request a party!

• Scales and Slime

• Bird Bonanza

• Insect Safari

• Mammal Mania

• Outdoor Survival

• Nature Detectives

Party Themes

Members can book a birthday party for children 
4-12 years old and up to 19 of their friends!  
A CNC Educator will coordinate a 2-hr themed 
experience that includes:

• Personalized invitations
• Decorations
• Outdoor exploration and games
• Indoor crafts and party games
• Gift for the birthday child and goodie bags  

for each party guest

Nature Day Camp

Register Online Now!
Adventures for ages 3-16 



Bird Banding 
Thursdays, Aug 1 & 8 
8 am-12 pm • Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
See description on page 5.

Homestead Sundays 
Sundays, June-August • 1-5 pm 
See description on page 4. 

Summer Exploration Days:  
Space and the Night Sky  
Aug 7-19    Space and the Night Sky  
Aug 21-Sept 2    Planet Earth  
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm Sun • 12-5 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
See description on page 6.

Story Hour: A Hummingbird’s Life  
Thurs, Aug 1 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities. 
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Valley Herb Society  
Thurs, Aug 1 • 7-9 pm 
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting. 
VHS furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of herbs 
among its members. For program information, contact 
Cathy Devendorf at cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org 
or 989-631-0830. 

Hanging Out With Hummingbirds  
Sat, Aug 3 • 8:30-11:30 am 
Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
Many people enjoy watching Ruby 
Throated Hummingbirds at their 
feeders during the birds’ annual 
summer visit to Michigan. Have you 
wondered what their nest looks 
like, how many young they raise or what flowers attract 
hummingbirds? Allen Chartier, Michigan’s hummingbird 
expert, will answer these questions and more during a 
1-hour indoor program, followed by an outdoor banding 
program. Mr. Chartier will discuss his research compiled 
from banding hummingbirds for over 15 years. 

Calendar of eventsAUGUST
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Valley Herb  
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Riverdays - Voyageur Canoe Trips 
Sat, Aug 3 • 11 am-3 pm 
Ages: 5+, under 18 w/adult 
Try your hand paddling the Voyageur canoe on the 
Tittabawasee and Chippewa Rivers during the Riverdays 
Festival. CNC staff will be hosting short paddling trips 
beginning at the dock near the Farmer’s Market in 
downtown Midland. 

Digging Through Time: Kid’s Archaeology  
Wed, Aug 7 • 10-11:30 am 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Explore the world of archaeology in this drop-in program. 
Learn about archaeological tools, the process and projects 
that happened right here at CNC! Visitors can explore 
artifacts and practice their skills in a miniature dig. 

Evening Kayak on the Chippewa River  
Wed, Aug 7 • 6-9 pm • Register by Aug 6 • Ages: 18+  
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member  
See description on page 6.

Who’s Pollinating the Flowers  
at Discovery Preserve?  
Thurs, Aug 8 • 3-4 pm  
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Look closely at the fields of 
wildflowers blooming at Discovery 
Preserve to find a variety of 
pollinators. Observe bees, beetles, butterflies and more 
insects transferring pollen from one flower to another. Meet 
Interpretive Naturalist Jeanne Henderson at Saginaw Basin 
Land Conservancy’s Discovery Preserve on Euclid Avenue in 
Bay City. 

Wee Stroll  
Fri, Aug 9 • 9:30-10:30 am  
2nd Friday of the month April-Nov  
Ages: 6 mos-2 yrs w/adult  
This program is designed for parents to take a guided walk 
with their child, learn about the outdoors and learn ways to 
introduce children to the natural world around them.

Families in Nature: Salamander Meander  
Sat, Aug 10 • 2-3 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Silent and secretive, salamanders are often a creature of 
mystery. Join CNC staff as we hike and turn over logs to 
look for these shy amphibians. We’ll meet at the Visitor 
Center, then caravan to the River Point property at the end 
of Hubert Rd.

Summer at the Wigwam  
Sat, Aug 10 • 3-5 pm 
All Ages, under 18 w/adult 
Drop by the wigwam (near the Visitor 
Center) and join Cathy Fitzpatrick, 
Historical Interpreter, to glimpse into 
the lives of the Ojibwa who lived 
along the Pine River several hundred years ago. Explore how 
these people used local plants and animals to thrive in this 

environment. Visitors at this drop-in program can investigate 
gardening and hunting tools and try traditional skills such as 
fire by friction and cordage making. 

Coffee & Conversation: Summer Wildflowers  
Wed, Aug 14 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+ 
Summer blooming native wildflowers put on a show with 
a variety of colors, flower structures, heights and patterns. 
We will highlight commonly found species and discuss their 
ecosystem roles. 

Full Moon Stroll  
Wed, Aug 14 • 8-9:30 pm 
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
Under the light of the Green Corn Moon, join Interpretive 
Naturalist Jeanne Henderson as we look and listen for 
wildlife such as deer, raccoons, opossums and maybe coyotes 
that love to eat corn. Bats and fireflies may be out and 
katydids may be calling. Please wear dark clothing and bring 
a flashlight. 

Story Hour: Bears Barge In  
Thurs, Aug 15 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages: 3-5 w/adult 
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour 
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other age-
appropriate activities. 

Paddles and Pints  
Thurs, Aug 15 • 6-8 pm 
Register by Aug 14 • Ages: 21+  
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member 
See description on page 5.

History Tour by Golf Cart  
Tues, Aug 20 • 3-4:30 pm 
Register by Aug 19 • Ages: 18+ 
Fee: $15 | 12/CNC member 
People have lived, worked and played on the land that is 
now CNC for thousands of years. Join CNC staff for an 
afternoon of stories as we travel across the property by golf 
cart. We’ll check out the River Trail, Homestead and a few 
other areas while exploring some of the historic features at 
the Nature Center. This program is especially designed for 
those with limited mobility. 

Sunset Kayaking  
Tues, Aug 20 • 6:30-8:30 pm • Register by Aug 19  
Wed, Aug 28 • 6:30-8:30 pm  • Register by Aug 27 
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult 
Fee: $25 | 20/CNC member 
As summer winds down, join a CNC naturalist for a relaxing 
paddle from CNC’s launch down the Chippewa River to 
the Tridge in downtown Midland. We’ll look for eagles, 
herons, muskrats and more as twilight approaches. CNC will 
provide a kayak, paddle and life jacket for each participant. 

Family Yoga: Plant Earth  
Wed, Aug 21 • 10-11 am 
Free • Pre-register • Ages: 3+, under 18 w/adult 
There’s a natural connection between nature and yoga. 
CNC and Well-Bean are teaming up to provide a program 
that blends yoga, nature, education, cooperative games, 
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6:30-8 pm  

Sunset Kayaking 
6:30-8:30 pm
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breathing and relaxation! This fun and interactive program is 
designed to bring families together to nurture relationships 
and an appreciation of the outdoors. These themed classes 
will be held at the Homestead Farm, but will move to the 
Visitor Center in case of rain. Please bring a towel or yoga 
mat for each family member

Summer Wildflowers at Lane Preserve  
Thurs, Aug 22 • 6:30-8 pm 
Register by Aug 20  
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult 
Enjoy a leisurely walk on the 0.8 mile trail looking for 
wildflowers at the Little Forks Conservancy’s new Lane 
Preserve in Gladwin County. Meet Interpretive Naturalist 
Jeanne Henderson at the Lane Preserve, located at 
3499 N Shearer Rd, just south of M-18. Call Little Forks 
Conservancy at 989-835-4886 to register.

47th Labor Day Run & Potluck 
Mon, Sept 2, 2019 
5K Run & Walk, 10K Run & Kids Fun Run 
Register online at www.barcmi.com 
Both runs are held on the paved Chippewa Trail (out 
and back). After the race, enjoy the company of friends 
and family with the annual potluck. Bring a dish to pass 
– hot dogs, chips and pop will be provided. To volunteer, 
contact Cathy at 989-631-0830 or cdevendorf@
chippewanaturecenter.org.

 

Steve Frisbee 
Nature Day  
Camp Director

Overcoming 
Fears in Nature

What are the top three things that people fear in nature? 
Snakes, spiders, and bats are at top of the list for most 

people, but what about ticks and leeches? They certainly 
have to be considered. Fearing parts of the natural world 
can be part of a healthy relationship with nature, but it can 
also be a barrier for people to get outdoors. Learning how 
to overcome fears, especially during childhood, can be a life 
changing experience that empowers a person to grow by 
challenging the way they think about nature. Over time, they 
may even become one of those nature enthusiasts who sees 
beauty and are in awe of the creepiest of creatures – or at 
least develop a respectful tolerance.

There are a few key concepts to consider and strategies 
to use when supporting a person in overcoming a fear in 
nature. First, the fear has to be acknowledged and validated 
as a real feeling. For example, if a child is afraid of holding a 
crayfish, verbalizing what the child is experiencing will help 
to establish a trusting relationship making the child feel 
heard and understood. Next, set the expectation that they 
will not be forced to do anything that they do not want to 
do. They are in control how far to push themselves. Now, 
provide opportunities for them to challenge themselves 
in a supportive environment. Whether it is being able to 
stay near a snake, performing a one finger touch on a fish, 
or holding a crayfish with a trusted friend, any step should 
be celebrated. Acknowledging attempts as being brave and 
encouraging them to keep trying will help them see it as a 
process and that they are on their journey to overcoming 
their fear.

It is hard for a person to overcome a strong feeling of 
fear and it takes time. This past summer, a child was able 
to hold a snake independently for the first time and could 
not have been more excited to share her accomplishment 
with her family. It was a three summer process of watching, 
then carefully touching, and eventually holding a snake that 
changed the way she views the natural world and potentially 
how she views herself. Supporting people to challenge their 
assumptions and overcome what they fear in the outdoors 
is an opportunity 
the Chippewa 
Nature Center 
welcomes. Consider 
meeting snakes 
at a Snakes Alive! 
program, exploring 
the night during 
a Full Moon Hike 
or registering for 
Nature Preschool 
or Nature Day 
Camp for plenty of 
opportunities to 
learn and grow.

Nature Day Campers facing fears

Crayfish

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |   16

Thursdays, 
May 30 • June 6 & 20 
July 4, 18, & 25 • August 1 & 8 
8 am-12 pm 
CNC Wetlands at Grey Rd.

If you want to see birds up close, plan to stop by the Bird 
Banding station this summer!  Migratory and resident 
songbirds are caught in mist nets and banded for research 
purposes. Mike Bishop, experienced bird bander, collects 
weight and measurement data on each bird, and explains 
plumage details and natural history information before 
releasing the birds. The banding station will be at the east 
Wetlands Area parking lot on Grey Road. 

*If it is raining or windy, banding will not take place or may end 
early. If weather is questionable, call the front office after 8 am 
on the day of the scheduled banding.

Sponsored locally by: Loretta Moeller

Bird 
Banding

Zablocki Named Outstanding New Interpreter
Victoria Zablocki, School Program 
Coordinator, was recently recognized by 
the National Association for Interpretation 
(NAI) Great Lakes Region as Outstanding 
New Interpreter for her contributions to 
advance the profession of interpretation.

Victoria started her career at CNC as a 
Nature Day Camp Counselor in 2012. After 
earning a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education and serving as part-time school 
program educator, she became a full-time 

educator in the fall of 2014. This January, she was promoted to 
School Program Coordinator and trains, supports and coaches the 
team of CNC educators.

Victoria’s contributions to CNC and the community have been 
significant. She worked with Bullock Creek school teachers 
to develop and implement a nature curriculum. She helped 
kindergarten and first grade teachers identify a scope and 
sequence of lessons which would align their science curriculum 
with the natural seasonal occurrences. She also demonstrated 
how to integrate other subjects (math, language arts, literacy and 
social studies) into nature experiences. 

When Victoria is not developing curriculum and nature programs 
or planning exhibits and major events, she leads kayak trips, 
snowshoe hikes, Families in Nature programs, Story Hours, camp 
special events, geocaching programs and more. She develops 
new school field trips that align with Next Generation Science 

Standards, writes new birthday party themes and trains staff on 
program content and delivery. 

Victoria regularly attends Regional Interpretive Workshops (RIW), 
and has been a presenter. She joined the Membership Committee 
of the Great Lakes Region 4 of NAI in 2016. She co-chaired 
the 2018 Regional Interpretive Workshop, and has been heavily 
involved with two programs that have won the Outstanding 
Interpretive Program award in Region 4 – Exploring Nature 
Together (a camp for children on the autism spectrum and their 
typical peers) in 2014 and Nature Kindergarten in 2017.

Victoria is always excited to share her knowledge with a variety of 
professionals, and presented Next Generation Science Standards 
in Your School Yard (2018) at a local teacher professional 
development day and Next Generation Science Standards in Your 
School Program (2019), Interpreting the Fur Trade (2017) and 
Exploring Winter Adaptations (2017) at a Michigan interpreters’ 
workshop. She regularly participates in teacher development 
training with Bullock Creek and Coleman Schools, and plans and 
executes CNC’s internal 
Educator training biannually.

Congratulations, Victoria, 
on being recognized as 
an Outstanding New 
Interpreter for your years 
of hard work, dedication, 
passion and commitment 
to both the field and your 
personal growth.



donorsJANUARY-MARCH 2019
Janet Acheson 
Mary Alexander 
Jennifer Aloff 
American Eagle Outfitters 
 Matching gift of Kristy  
 Breasbois
Chris Anderson 
Marsha Anger  
Anonymous
Anonymous 
 In honor of Colette St. Louis
Marjorie Ball 
Robert and  
 Johanne Balwinski 
Bay Area Runner’s Club 
Stuart Bender 
Roger Bohl 
Deborah S Boots 
Scott Bork 
Lora Brehm 
Bertie N. and Susan Butts 
Nancy Carney  
 In memory of  
 Edward W. Carney
 In honor of Dick  
 and Jeanne Touvell
Pavel Konecny and  
 Jana Chotivkova 
Robert Cook 
Mary Currie 
John and Nancy Davis 
Jeannie Dellar 
Lisa DeVos 
Alyssa Dice 
Eric and Tricia Eidsmoe 
 In memory of  
 Kathey Robertson
Dave and Nina Frurip 
Carol and Glenn Gillespie 
Glen J. Glawe 
Aimee and  
 Steven Guillaudeu 
Robert and Lynn Haiducek 
Jamie and Ryan Hockstra 
Timothy Hoffman 
Bruce and Kathy Holden 
 In memory of Elmer  
 and Myrtle Wilke
Richard and  
 Patricia Humburg 
Dennis W. and  
 Barbara E. Hurley 
Marylin and  
 Gunnar Johanson 

Thank you for including CNC in your giving. It is your generosity  
that makes the difference in the programs and services we  

are able to offer to the community. 
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*We regret any error in our 
recognition, and ask that you 
contact us so that we may 
correct it

Coleman  
 Community Schools 
Elizabeth and Roger Kapla 
Mary Ann and  
 Robert Kasprzyk 
Millard Kent 
Paul and Charlotte Larsen 
Douglas and Andrea Leitch 
Kari Lepeak 
Joe and Jean Lindsly 
Marcie Long 
Betty Lou Marx 
Dale and Janet Matcheck 
Ron Chmielewski  
 and Mary Jane McIntee 
Jim and Mary  
 Mersereau-Kempf 
 In honor of Chloe  
 and Charlie  
 Mersereau-Kempf
Robert and  
 Sharon Mortensen 
Pamela Nagel 
Network for Good 
Mark Jones and Erin   
 O’Driscoll
Ted Knight and  
 Kristin Olbertson 
Hermila and Luiz Oliveira 
Norman and Nancy Ott 
Jody Pagel 
Gary and Suzanne Paveglio 
Caryn and Ryan Pennell 
Jonathan and Marcella Post 
Rich and Sandra Putman 
 In memory of Joyce Waite
Susan Race 
 In honor of Gary Race
Erin Rey 
Delphine Rossignol 
John Ruppel 
William and  
 Bethany Schmidt 
James and Patricia Smazenka  
 In memory of  
 Ruth Woodcock
Diane Stevens 
Jeanne Dodd and  
 Bob Streadwick 
Michael Teeple 
William and Elissa Thomson 
Duane and Terry Townley 
Kathy J. Vander Kolk 
Stephanie Villarreal 

Holly and Craig Walker 
Claudia Warren 
Carol Weiler 
Catherine and Neal White 
Cynthia Yopp 
Edward E. York 
Patricia J. and  
 John P. Zimmerman 

In memory of  
 Noreen Faber 
Wayne and Judy Anderson 
Manon, Dave  
 and Jensyn Ardouin 
Janice and David Blakely 
Larry and Linda Bush 
Elaine Cook 
Kathleen Curell 
Gwen Durazo 
Tom and Ann Ecarius 
Ruby Gould 
Barry and  
 Marabeth Holsinger 
Leroy and Leslie Kettren 
Betty Kutchey 
Christina Longstreth 
Elaine Love 
Mary Mahon 
Sue and Alex Mahon 
Mary McQuinn 
Katherine  
 and Byron Methner 
Dennis and Marilyn O’Neil 
Kathie and Michael Pontious 
Rich and Sandra Putman 
Charles and Ann Shilling 
Katie Stanley 
Barbara Stevens 
Cory and John Sursely 
Jennifer Volz 
Karyn and Nelson Wagner

In memory of Erika Smith
Doris Dec 
Thomas and  
 Gertrude Finnegan 
Ms. LeCronier 
Wallace and  
 Lindsay Mayton III 
Andrea Tamboer  
 and Pietro Miloro 
Ms. Moor 
AnnaMaria Morgan 
Thomas and Nancy Occhipinti 

Kathleen Paz 
Tristine Smith 
Douglas Tamboer 

Friends of CNC  
Bird Banding Sponsor 
Loretta Moeller 

Friends of CNC  
Fall Harvest Festival 
Sponsor 
James and Mary Yeomans

Friends of CNC 
Homestead Farm Animals 
Sponsor 
Dr. Sandra J. Simmons 
Richard and  
 Patricia Humburg 
Todd and Cindy Armbruster 
James R Malek 

Friends of CNC Maple 
Syrup Day Sponsor 
Dr. Marianne  
 and Frederick McKelvy 
Betty Ujevich 
Dennis and Barb Hurley 
James and Mary Yeomans 
James R Malek 

Friends of CNC Native 
Plant Sale Sponsor 
Deborah and  
 Terry Temperly 
Dr. Sandra J. Simmons 
Dennis and Barb Hurley

Friends of CNC Wildlife 
Viewing Area Sponsor 
Dr. Sandra J. Simmons

Nature Day Camp 
Scholarship Donation 
Midland Kiwanis Club 
Dr. Marianne  
 and Frederick McKelvy 
Coleman Lions Club

Rent-a-Sap Bucket  
Toshia Albright 
Ryan and Lindsay Ash 
Maureen and Mark Becker 
Nathan Beethe 
Andrew Berry 
Nancy Carney 

Andrew and Jennifer Chubb 
Nancy and John Davis 
Mark and Laura Freed 
Arthur and Judy Frock 
Patricia Clancy  
 and Mark Hackbarth 
Carl and Alison Hubble 
Sisley Shih  
 and James Kajpust 
Steve Kin 
Kenneth and Vickie Konst 
Mark and  
 Theresa Kotanchek 
Andrew and Tina LaFleur 
Jacqueline K. Lamont 
Clark Cummins  
 and Jan Lanter 
Joseph Malan 
Dr. Marianne  
 and Frederick McKelvy 
David and Marcelle Molzahn 
Lois Ann Reed 
Drs. Jamie and Scott Ross 
Christina and David Schall 
Heather and Dru Sepulveda 
Jonathan and  
 Jessica Shauger 
Gail Spaeth 
Marsha and Jim Stamas 
Lauren and Jim Tonge 
Dick and Jeanne Touvell 
Steven and Ann Woodford

WELCOME 
NEW Members
Sherrill and Larry Adamcik
Christy and Ralph Allen
Kathy Amble
Ryan and Lindsay Ash
Sue Bergeson
Brandon and Elisabeth Bliss
Chelsea Brenner
Jennifer and CJ Brey
Kimberly and Dave Brod
Kaytie and Jeremiah Brooks
Sharon and Richard Caldwell
Megan Clark
Sheryl Dallaire
Lisa and Jerry Davis
Scott Douglas
Pam and Loren Durfee
Laura and Daniel Eaton
Tara and John Ell
Emily and Eric  Escamilla
Shelly and Martin Fanning
Eric Fischer

David Fisher
Jamie and Jeremy Fritz
Steve Froschauer  
 and Lili Frye
Audrey Forrest and Matt Gill
Allegra and Nick Gipson
Kathalina M. Goniea
Ankita Nema  
 and Ashish Gupta
John Hertel
Derek and Sarah Hodges
Rachel Holyszko
Carl and Alison Hubble
Amy C. Hutchinson
Carrie and Buddy Iafrate
Corey and Kimberlee Jones
Lisa Stallo and Rachel Kacel
Julie and Jack Kantz
Laura and Adam Kent
Lindsay M. and Todd Kirchner
Therese and Gary Kish
Kelli Kline
Carol Krosovic
Dominic and Laura Krueger
Mark and Amy Kutschinski
Robert Lane
Buck and Mary Ann Last
Emily Lyons  
 and Donald Leblanc
Sara L and Doug Lee
Kari and Landon Lepeak
Christopher  
 and Sandra Lewis
Jenna Briggs  
 and Theodore A Lind
Magen and Stephan Lombard
Jen and Joe McLosky
Tracy and Scott Miller
Eminor Mills
Shaina and Jesse Moore
Michelle and Dan  
 Morgenstern
Cheri Morris
Jenesa and Steven  
 Niswonger
Jenica and Dylan Nordstrom
Denise and Mark O’Keefe
Cathy and Rob Oleson
Eun Ae Park
Stephanie and David Pietryga
Eric and Heather Plante
Brittani and Kevin Purman
Jessica and Phil Rausch
Matthew  
 and Marian J. Remley
Rorie and Mark Rickard
Jenniffer and Timothy Rinner
Matthew and Ann Roberge
Bob and Claire Rollenhagen
Corie and Taylor Roznowski

Mike Murray  
 and Christina Scott
Jonathan and Jessica Shauger
Bill and Belinda Skirba
Lindsay K and Mike Sosinski
Denise and James Stark
Kathy and Gregg Stark
Anthony and Rachel Wall
Kun Su and Zhu Wang
Cindy and Tim Ward
Meghan and Tyler Watt

John and Charity Weidman
Crystal M and Jared Weir
Kristina and Aaron Whiting
Maureen Wildfong
Susan Yoder
Daelyn and David Zanatta
Thomas Erlenbeck and  
 Qianli Zhang

Become a CNC Member!
CNC members allow us to fulfill our mission to connect  
all people with nature through educational, recreational and 
cultural experiences.

Check out the benefits below, and review the various levels  
of CNC membership online:

  • Quarterly newsletter by mail or email    
  • 20% off registered programs  
  • Invitation to Members-only events 
  • 10% store discount 
  • Free admission to Maple Syrup Day & Fall Harvest Festival 
  • Free or reduced admission to 150 Nature Centers worldwide

Express your love and  
appreciation of nature!
Please consider making a commitment to give  
to CNC through your estate plan. Contact 
Dennis Pilaske, Executive Director, at dpilaske@
chippewanaturecenter.org to further explore  
the Legacy Society.

CNC LEGACY SOCIETY

Host your event at CNC!
Meetings • Conferences  

Retreats • Memorials • Showers

989.631.0830 
 rentals@chippewanaturecenter.org

Unique and versatile  
spaces that can be 
used separately or 
in combination for 
larger gatherings
• Handicap accessibility  
• Free Wi-Fi  
• Free parking 
• Smoke- and pet-free
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save the date!
47th Labor Day 
Run & Potluck

Mon, Sept 2, 2019 
5K Run & Walk,  

10K Run & Kids Fun Run 
Register online at www.barcmi.com 

Details on page 15 Sat, Oct 5 • 10 am-4 pm
Fri & Sat, Oct 25 & 26 

6-8:30 pm

Midland Parks and Recreation, in conjunction with 
MidMichigan Health, Chippewa Nature Center and 
Dow Health Services, will host six walking locations 
throughout the week through this community program 
which emphasizes the importance of wellness. At each 
2-mile walk, drawings will be held for prizes. Participants 
will also be registered for the grand prize trip for two 
to the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island over Labor Day 
weekend to walk the Mackinac Bridge. The trip includes 
the stay at the Grand Hotel, their world-renowned meals 
and activities. This drawing will be held on Thurs, Aug 8 
(winner need not be present to win).

June 3-Aug 8

WEEKLY WALKING SCHEDULE

Mondays at Midland City Forest – 6 pm
Tuesdays at Stratford Woods – 6 pm

 Wednesdays at  
Chippewa Nature Center – 6 pm

June 5, 12, 19 & 26
July 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
Aug 7

Thursdays at MidMichigan  
Medical Center – 6 pm

Fridays at East End Building  
(South Side) – 8 am

Sundays at the Farmer’s Market – 6 pm 

www.cityofmidlandmi.gov/walk


