Spring Newsletter
March-May 2019

Field Trips • Workshops • Free Events & more!
Inspiring people to be stewards of the natural world

Visitor Center Hours:
Mon-Sat • 8 am-5 pm
Sun & select holidays • 12-5 pm
Trail Hours:
19 miles of trails open
year-round, dawn-to-dark daily!

Visitor Center

Located near the confluence of the
Pine and Chippewa rivers, Visitor
Center features include:
Ecosystem Gallery – Hands-on exhibits
and a live reptile and amphibian exhibit
River Overlook – Spectacular views of the Pine River
Wildlife Viewing Area – Observe animals through one-way glass
Nature Discovery Area – Activities, books and games
Bur Oak Theater – Short interpretive videos
Naturalist Station – A naturalist is available to
answer questions in person, by phone or online
Nature Center Store – Books, toys, gifts and more
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Become a CNC Member!
CNC members allow us to fulfill our mission to connect
all people with nature through educational, recreational and
cultural experiences.
Check out the benefits below, and review the various levels
of CNC membership online:
• Quarterly newsletter by mail or email
• 20% off registered programs
• Invitation to Members-only events
• 10% store discount
• Free admission to Maple Syrup Day & Fall Harvest Festival
• Free or reduced admission to 150 Nature Centers worldwide
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Welcome to Chippewa
Nature Center, Lori
Sat, March 16 • 10 am-4 pm

Dennis Pilaske
Executive Director
I am pleased to announce that Lori
Plante has joined the CNC staff as
the Director of Finance & Operations,
starting on January 1, 2019. Lori comes
to us from Messiah Lutheran Church in
Midland where she served as Finance
Director since 2007. In that role, she was
responsible for the financial administration of the church
budget, including accounts payable and receivable, payroll,
budget reports and all aspects of human resources. Lori and
her husband are avid users of the Nature Center and she has
always counted CNC as an asset to the community. Please
help me welcome Lori to CNC!
We bid farewell to Rob Deschaine, CNC’s previous Director
of Finance & Operations, at the end of 2018. Rob did a great
job of managing the finances for the Nature Center since
2012, and has been a key member of the Directors staff
during that time. We wish him the best as he takes on a new
adventure in Ann Arbor.

Sponsorship Opportunities for Friends of CNC
Each year, the Nature Center hosts many opportunities for
people of all ages to build connections to nature. We are
currently seeking sponsors for some of our most popular
programs and visitor experiences, and we’d like to ask you to
consider helping out in 2019.Your sponsorship support helps
offset the cost of these events
for the community. There are
opportunities to sponsor a
festival or major event like
Maple Syrup Day, Nature at
Night or Fall Harvest Festival.
There’s also a chance to
provide support for the care
and feeding of Homestead
Farm livestock and the Wildlife Viewing Area. Friend sponsors
of these programs and events receive perks such as Maple
Syrup Day admission and meal tickets, Banff tickets, native
plants, artisan items and of course, recognition of your
generous support.
If you are interested in sponsoring one of these programs,
please visit www.chippewanaturecenter.org/sponsorships
or contact me at dpilaske@chippewanaturecenter.org
to talk about options. We truly appreciate all of the ways
our members and friends support CNC, and we remain
committed to our vision of inspiring people to be stewards
of the natural world.
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FREE for members & all children! Just $5/adult

Pancake Meal
10 am-2 pm | Members Only 9-10 am

The woods and
sugarhouse come to life in March as
we make maple syrup at CNC!
Maple crafts, games and hands-on
activities in the Visitor Center will
engage children of all ages as they
discover the magic of the syrup
season. Stop by the Wigwam to learn
how Native Americans used the
resources along the Pine River to
make maple sugar. Be sure to visit the
Nature Center Store where you’ll find
sweet treats and other nature-based
items for purchase.
When you’re ready to experience the
whole process of making maple syrup,
take a wagon ride to the Sugarhouse
to see how we boil sap into pure
maple syrup.You’ll also find an 1870s
sap boiling demonstration and learn
how to make syrup at home in small
batches. Enjoy a guided tour of the
sugarbush, practice tapping a tree or
discover some sugarbush treasure
with a scavenger hunt in the woods.
Completed scavenger hunts will be
entered into a prize drawing.
In the Schoolhouse, check out the
maple puppet play (on the hour
from 10 am-3 pm) or maple syrup
story time (on the half-hour from
10:30 am-3:30 pm). Check out the
Homestead Cabin to enjoy the smell
of maple recipes cooking on the wood
stove and then swing by the Timber
Frame Barn for a taste of “sugar on
snow” as we make old fashioned
maple syrup taffy.
Venture out for food and fun at Maple
Syrup Day! To volunteer, contact
Cathy Devendorf at cdevendorf@
chippewanaturecenter.org or
989.631.0830.

Fri & Sat, April 12 & 13
7-10 pm
Bullock Creek Auditorium
Tickets: $18 | 14.40/CNC member

Visitors enjoying the Pancake Meal
Pancake Meal
10 am-2 pm
9-10 am – Member open seating
Menu includes: unlimited pancakes
with REAL maple syrup, sausage,
apple sauce, milk and coffee
Non-members: $7 (ages 13 and
up), $5 (ages 3-12), free for children
under age 3
Members: $6 (ages 13 and up), $4
(ages 3-12), free for children under
age 3

Sponsored by:

Signature

Marianne and Fred McKelvy

Each year, the Banff
Centre hosts the Banff
Mountain Film Festival,
celebrating the spirit
of adventure! The top
films from that festival
go on tour, and CNC
is proud to host one of
the stops on the World Tour for the 16th
year in a row. Once again, we will offer
two nights of films, with each evening
featuring a different set of films telling the
stories of people who live, play, and enjoy
the outdoors through high adventure,
drama, humor, and a love of the outdoors.
FILM SELECTIONS:
To see the films for the CNC screenings,
visit www.chippewanaturecenter.org
Please refer to individual film descriptions for
classification details and suitability of the film
content for young people.
Sponsored
locally by:

find your happy.
Signature
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Calendar of Events

mon

tues

An Afternoon 3
at the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

4

wed

Nature
er
Regist !
Day
NOW
Camp

5

Mid-Michigan
Rock Club
7-9 pm
An Afternoon 10
at the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

Explore
the Trails!
Jenn Kirts
Director of Programs

T

he most diverse and ever-changing exhibit at Chippewa
Nature Center is made of acres of fields, forests,
ponds, marshes, and rivers and all of the wildlife and
plants that live within them.Visitors access this amazing
exhibit on more than 19 miles of trails that crisscross the
property. If you’ve ventured out on CNC’s trails in the last
few months, you’ve probably noticed some big changes.
For the last several years, CNC has worked diligently to
ensure the trails are passable for as much of the year as
possible. Culverts have been added and trails have been redirected to higher ground. During the floods of June 2017
and February 2018, the Pine and Chippewa Rivers caused
irreversible damage to several sections of trails, requiring
significant re-routes in order to provide safe passage for
visitors along severely eroded river banks. The loss of
large stands of ash trees to the emerald ash borer has

also required a reroute or two so that nature could take its
course, rather than felling them for visitor safety.
At the same time, staff were looking over our trail signage
system with fresh eyes, working to ensure a positive
experience for all visitors. Many of the
routes beloved by long-term users dead
ended into other trails or were poorly
marked, resulting in frustration and
uncertainty for new visitors.
The result of the necessary trail reroutes
and the development of a new trail
marking system is a beautiful new trail
map and trail signage system, welcoming
new and long-time visitors to connect
with nature through our largest exhibit.
Returning visitors will still be able to travel their beloved
trails (except those lost to the river or ash stands) and new
visitors will be able to follow a looped trail system that will
return them to their starting point. Trail signs clearly mark
which trail you are on, how to connect with adjacent trails
and where the nearest parking lot is, and many tell you which
way and how far you need to travel to reach the Visitor
Center. We hope as the weather warms this spring, you will
venture out to enjoy the trails, land, wildlife and plants of
Chippewa Nature Center!
Funding for this project was made possible through a grant from
the Michigan Baseball Foundation.
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An Afternoon 31
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Full Moon
Stroll
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An Afternoon 9
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1-4 pm
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Season of Syrup
2-3 pm

13 The Science 14

15

16
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Conversations
9-10 am
Native Plant
Landscaping
Wksp 6:30-8 pm
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fri

An Afternoon 2
at the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

Mid-Mitten
Chapter of
Wild Ones
6:30-8 pm

12 Coffee &

An Afternoon 17
at the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

An Afternoon
Spring Break Mini
at the Sugarhouse Day Camp
1-4 pm
9:30 am-3:30 pm

thurs
Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am
Owl Prowl
7-9 pm
Valley Herb
Society
7-9 pm
of Syrup
6:30-7:30 pm

10 am-4 pm

20 Story Hour
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9:30 & 11 am

Affiliate Programs

•

Spring
23
Exploration Days
Birding Saginaw
Bay 9 am-4:30 pm
An Afternoon
at the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm
Jolly Hammers
& Strings Dulcimer Club 1-4 pm

30

Gourd Birdhouse
Wksp 9 am-12 pm
Photographing
Nature 10 am-4 pm
An Afternoon
at the Sugarhouse
1-4 pm

Field Trips & Workshops

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

An Afternoon at the Sugarhouse
Saturdays and Sundays in March
1-4 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Discover the magic of maple syrup season Saturdays and
Sundays in March* as you experience the process of making
syrup from start to finish.Visitors are invited to peek
in buckets on tapped trees, watch the steam rise in the
sugarhouse and learn how to change maple sap into sweet
maple syrup. *except Sat, March 16 • Maple Syrup Day

Eventually, salt production would become a tremendous
source of wealth in the Saginaw Valley, linked to the lumber
industry. From health-seekers soaking in mineral springs
to countless barrels of granulated salt shipped by train,
our region’s fame attracted H.H. Dow to Midland in 1890.
Join Kyle Bagnall, Whiting Forest of Dow Gardens Program
Manager, as we investigate our salty past.

Nature Day Camp
Registration Begins
Tues, March 5 • 8 am
Adventures for Ages 3-16
Register online today!

Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones: Seed Gathering,
Preparation and Planting
Wed, March 6 • 6:30-8 pm
Ben Cohen, owner of Small House Farm and founder of
the Michigan Seed Library explains the care and processing
of seeds. If the idea of saving seeds sounds boring, Ben will
surprise you with a remarkably entertaining talk.

Mid-Michigan Rock Club:
Salt in the Saginaw Valley
Tues, March 5 • 7-9 pm
Long before salt mines opened under Detroit, drilling began
in 1838 on Michigan’s first brine well in Midland County.

Owl Prowl
Thurs, March 7 • 7-9 pm • Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Register by March 4 • Fee: $10 | 8/CNC member
Join Interpretive Naturalist Michelle Fournier for an
adventure into the nighttime world of owls. We’ll start
4

inside with a look at the habits and habitats of local owls,
then head outdoors to spots where owls are often seen or
heard. We will travel to different areas of the property via
CNC van, and take some short hikes as we try to call an
owl in for a closer look.
Story Hour: Maple Moon
Thurs, March 7 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Valley Herb Society
Thurs, March 7 • 7-9 pm
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting.
VHS furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of
herbs among its members. For program information,
please contact Cathy Devendorf at cdevendorf@
chippewanaturecenter.org or 989-631-0830.
Families in Nature:
The Season of Syrup
Sat, March 9 • 2-3 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Join Interpretive Naturalist Michelle
Fournier to experience the Sugarbush
in its prime season. Learn how to
identify Sugar Maples, tap for sap and see how maple syrup
is made.
Coffee & Conversation: Maple Stories
Wed, March 13 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+
Come explore the sweet story of maple sugar. Listen to a maple
sugar origin story, compare methods, examine tools and take
home a few seasonal recipes to add to the family collection.
Designing Your Landscape With
Native Plants Workshop
Wed, March 13 • 6:30-8 pm • Ages: 18+
Register by March 10
Fee: $15 | 12/CNC member
Learn how to create a landscape design for your yard
utilizing native trees, shrubs, wildflowers, grasses, vines
and ferns in this hands-on workshop. Martha Holzheuer,
Landscape Ecologist with Environmental Consulting and
Technology, Inc., will discuss types of gardens such as
butterfly, pollinator, or bird-friendly, as well as species for
compatible plantings near utility lines. We can recommend
herbaceous and woody plants for shade, sun, or mixed
conditions. Bring a sketch or aerial photo of your yard and
measurements. Many of the plants discussed will be available
at CNC’s Native Plant Sale May 23-25. This workshop
is sponsored by ITC, Inc. as part of their Wildlife Habitat
Conservation program.
The Science of Syrup
Thurs, March 14 • 6:30-7:30 pm
Register by March 13
Ages: 12+, under 18 w/adult
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Join Interpretive Naturalist Michelle Fournier as she dives
into the science of syrup. A short indoor program will
explore the science behind sap and syrup production. Then
the group will head to the sugarbush to see the process in
action. Participants will work together to tap a tree, collect
sap (conditions permitting), and see the process of turning
sap into syrup. This program is a Science Cafe, sponsored by
the Midland Chapter of the American Chemical Society. Preregistration is required.
Maple Syrup Day
Sat, March 16 • 10 am-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
See description on pg 2.
Full Moon Stroll
Wed, March 20 • 6:30-8 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Walk by the light of the full Sap moon when maple sap flows
and the annual tapping of maple trees occurs. We’ll stroll
the River Trail into the Beech Maple Woods as we look
for animal tracks and silhouettes and listen for nocturnal
wildlife. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight.
Story Hour: Spring Thaw
Thurs, March 21 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Birding Saginaw Bay
Sat, March 23 • 9 am-4:30 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Register by March 19
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member
Waterfowl including ducks, geese and
swans return to wetland marshes along
the Saginaw Bay in March. Some Snowy Owls may still be
around, too, as we search several birding hotspots around
the Bay such as Fish Point, Tuscola county and others. We’ll
ride in CNC’s van and get out several times to stand or
walk. Bring your own lunch, binoculars, clothes for the
weather and a water bottle. Binoculars and field guides will
be available to borrow.
Jolly Hammers and Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat, March 23 • 1-4 pm
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly Hammers
& Strings Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!
Spring Exploration Days
Sat, March 23-April 1
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Enjoy your break from school while exploring the wonders
of nature in Michigan! This indoor program includes a variety
of self-guided, hands-on exploration stations. Experiments,
fun facts, crafts and scavenger hunts are just a few of the
types of activities you’ll find.

Spring Break Mini-Day Camp
Mon, March 25-Thurs, March 28
9:30 am-3:30 pm • Ages: 5-12
Register by March 20
Fee: $150 | 120/CNC Member
Join us on this four-day nature
adventure filled with fun and discovery! Each day, we will play
active games, explore outdoors, do craft projects, sing songs
and have a snack. Campers will be divided into smaller camp
groups according to age. Each camper should bring weather
appropriate clothes and a lunch each day. A confirmation with
more details will be emailed the week prior to camp.
Campers 8 years old and up are invited to camp out at the
Visitor Center on Thursday night. Campers will be ready
for pick up at 9 am on Friday. The cost for the overnight
experience is an additional $25 to the regular mini-camp fee.
Gourd Birdhouse Workshop
Sat, March 30 • 9 am-12 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Register by March 27
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member
Using a dried birdhouse gourd, each participant will make a
unique birdhouse to take home. We’ll cut holes appropriate
for backyard birds in the cleaned gourds, then decorate with
ink dyes or wood burned designs.
Photographing Nature:The
Essential Techniques with Dave Stimac
Sat, March 30 • 10 am-4 pm
Register by March 20 • Ages: 18+
Fee: $75 | 60/CNC member
Award winning and internationally
published photographer David
Stimac will teach you how to create
spectacular photographs of landscapes,
plants, and animals. Whether you are
are a novice or advanced hobbyist, this
class offers something for everyone.
This class is aimed at the digital SLR photographer, but other
shooters will also benefit. If you don’t own an SLR (single
lens reflex) camera but are considering buying one, this
class will help you spend your money wisely.You will learn
how to select the right camera bodies, lenses, filters, tripods,
etc., to best accomplish your photographic goals.You will
also gain a firm knowledge of all of the technical aspects of
photography, including techniques for creating razor sharp
images, understanding your camera’s light meter, histogram,
file formats, and how to control exposure. Dave will use his
own photography to illustrate an in-depth discussion on the
various aspects of lighting and composition that separate
good photographs from great ones.
Oxbow Archaeologists
The Oxbow Archaeologists meet year round at CNC on
Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings to document,
excavate and catalog the artifacts from archaeological sites at
CNC. For information on participating, call 989.631.0830.

Nature
Preschool
Where learning comes naturally!

• Half-day classes for
3- & 4-year olds
• 2, 3 or 4 days per week
• Scholarships available

Host a Birthday Party at CNC!
Members can book a birthday party for children
4-12 years old and up to 19 of their friends!
A CNC Educator will coordinate a 2-hr themed
experience that includes:
• Personalized invitations
• Decorations
• Outdoor exploration and games
• Indoor crafts and party games
• Gift for the birthday child and goodie bags
for each party guest

Party Themes
• Scales and Slime
• Bird Bonanza
• Insect Safari
• Mammal Mania
• Outdoor Survival
• Nature Detectives
Visit CNC’s website for more details and to request a party!
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Victoria Zablocki
School Program Coordinator

Mourning Dove fledgling on nest

ichiganders have a saying that our state experiences
two seasons: winter and construction. Believe it or
not, animals experience these same two seasons, with
construction beginning early spring for some species and
lasting through late fall for others.
Wasps and social bees are team-oriented construction
laborers, working together to build their collective hive.
These hives could be underground, in a tree cavity or
hanging from a suitable structure. In early spring, the queen
comes out of diapause, a form of energy-saving dormancy,
to choose the site for her colony’s nest. She creates cells
for the eggs she is carrying to hatch and mature. Once fully
grown, the new laborers will carry out
the remaining construction on the hive.
Construction continues as the colony
grows larger and more cells and space
are added to handle the growth in
population.
Birds are infamous construction
workers, starting early in the season
and working hard on building nests to shelter eggs and
young. Some birds “work smarter and not harder” by
repurposing a pre-existing nest from previous seasons. For
these projects, the birds will often add a top layer to the
mostly constructed nest, helping to smother possible mites
and give fresh materials to their young. Most others will
construct brand new nests, working long hours to be ready

Bald-faced Hornet nest

7

sat

4

5

Spring Walk at 6
Audubon Woods
Preserve
10-11:30 am

11

12

Families in
13
Nature:Vernal
Pools
2-3 pm

Fri & Sat, April 12 & 13
7-10 pm

Construction
Season

M

fri

in time for their
strict deadline
of the breeding
season.
Beaver are
endurance
construction
workers building
dams and lodges
Beaver lodge
from early
summer to late
fall. Dams are constructed when water levels are too low
(less than three feet) to allow beavers an ice-free location for
underwater entrances and winter food storage. They work
through the night cutting down small trees, driving them into
the water bed to create a foundation for the dam, then piling
other materials such as bark, twigs, mud and stones on top
to create the main structure that results in a pond. When fall
comes, construction on their lodge takes place concluding with
a layer of mud during the first frosts for protection for the
family.
As we enter construction season, take a few minutes to look
for natural construction happening around you. Notice the
flitting of the birds as they build their nests or the mad rush
of the wasps gathering pieces of wood to create cells.Visit
Peepers Pond or the Wetlands to look for the hard work of
the beaver and marvel at the size of their impact.
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FREE Programs
Affiliate Programs
Field Trips & Workshops
*

If weather conditions are unfavorable,
a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Spring Exploration Days
Sat, March 23-April 1
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
See pg 5 for details.
Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues, April 2 • 7-9 pm
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their
monthly meeting. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans,
collectors and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation
and educate the public about geology-related topics. Learn
more at www.midmichrockclub.com.
Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones:
Service projects at CNC
Wed, April 3 • 6:30-8 pm
Learn about native plants while helping to weed and trim the
Wildflower Walkway next to the Visitor Center, or help create
items to sell at events. (rain date for weeding is April 10).
Story Hour: Are Trees Alive?
Thurs, April 4 • 9:30 & 11 am • Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour will
include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other
age-appropriate activities.

Valley Herb Society
Thurs, April 4 • 7-9 pm
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting.VHS
furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of herbs among
its members. For more information, contact Cathy Devendorf
at cdevendorf@chippewanaturecenter.org or 989-631-0830.
Spring Walk at Audubon Woods Preserve
Sat, April 6 • 10-11:30 am
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Look for signs of spring at the Audubon
Woods Preserve in Isabella County,
owned by the Chippewa Watershed
Conservancy. Join Interpretive Naturalist Jeanne
Henderson on a leisurely walk to find tree buds and
flowers opening, birds singing and signs of animals. Meet
at the Preserve on the NW corner of Gilmore Road and Wing
Road in Isabella County.
Coffee & Conversation: Spring Wildflowers
Wed, April 10 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+
Beautiful native wildflowers are important components
of woodland habitats forming the basis of food webs and
shelters for many animals. Learn to identify some spring
wildflowers blooming March through May.
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In Search of Woodcock and Snipe
Thurs, April 11 & Tues, April 23 • 8-9:30 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Join naturalist Tom Lenon on a short hike to look for
Woodcock and Snipe. Tom will show you the different
habitat these birds use and discuss their mating behaviors.
Wear dark clothing and we should also be able to find some
of these birds as they go through their mating displays.

Each child will make his/her own egg hunt bag, then venture
into the woods to search high and low for hidden eggs.
Prizes will be awarded to all participants. Before or after
the hunt, be sure to spend time inside the Visitor Center
discovering the wonders of Michigan’s egg-laying animals
through various games and activities. For everyone’s
enjoyment, group sizes for the hunts will be kept small and
children will be divided according to age.

Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour
Fri, April 12 & Sat, April 13 • 7-10 pm
s
Ticketle
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
a
on s !
Tickets: $18 | 14.40/CNC member
NOW
See pg 2 for details

Experience Earth Day
Sat, April 27 • 10 am-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Come celebrate the 49th Earth Day by
participating in stewardship activities that
benefit our planet!

Families in Nature:Vernal Pools
Sat, April 13 • 2-3 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Come explore spring woodland pools using dippers and nets.
We will try to find the frogs, salamanders, fairy shrimp and
other aquatic invertebrates that call the vernal pools home.

• Plant a young tree or shrub to enrich biodiversity
• Learn about invasive exotic plants, what you can do to
control them and help us remove invasive plants
• Build a birdhouse ($8 fee) and learn how to monitor
nest boxes

Teacher’s Night in Nature:
Spring Frogs
Thurs, April 18 • 6:30-8 pm
Register by April 17 • Ages: 18+
All teachers are invited to join CNC
staff to explore spring frogs! Quacking,
croaking and peeping of frogs are welcome
sounds of spring. We will venture out with nets, dippers and
containers to catch these noisy amphibians and explore
ideas on how these animals can help to achieve NGSS.

• Participate in family-friendly indoor activities

Jolly Hammers and Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat, April 20 • 1-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly Hammers
& Strings Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!
Nature’s Eggs Extravaganza
Sat, April 20 • Ages: 3-12
Hunt Times: 10, 10:30, 11 & 11:30 am
Register by April 17
Fee: $10 | 8/CNC member
Venture out for a special egg hunt event!
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• Drop off your recyclable items at the Midland Recyclers
and Resourceful Recycling (electronics) containers
• Learn about worm composting and other ways to live a
“green” lifestyle
Spring at the Wigwam
Sun, April 28 • 2-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Ojibwas lived seasonally near the Pine
River for hundreds of years. Join Cathy
Fitzpatrick, Historical Interpreter, for
an afternoon at the wigwam (near the Visitor Center) to
explore how Woodland Indians used local plants and animals
to thrive in their environment. We’ll focus on tools used
to make various vessels such as pots, baskets and nets.
Visitors at this drop-in program can pick up a bone needle
and thread to sew together their very own cardstock birch
basket, and try traditional skills such as fire by friction and
cordage making.
Oxbow Archaeologists
The Oxbow Archaeologists meet year round at CNC on
Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings to document,
excavate and catalog the artifacts from archaeological sites
at CNC. For information on participating, call 989.631.0830.

CNC LEGACY SOCIETY
Express your love and
appreciation of nature!

9

Please consider making a commitment to give
to CNC through your estate plan. Contact
Dennis Pilaske, Executive Director, at dpilaske@
chippewanaturecenter.org to further explore
the Legacy Society.

1502 Cantino World Map

Cathy Fitzpatrick
Historical
Interpreter

• Plant wildflower seeds to take home

Story Hour:The Salamander Room
Thurs, April 18 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.

Full Moon Stroll
Fri, April 19 • 8-9:30 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Before it gets dark, we will check the ground to see if this
month’s name is appropriate – the Sprouting Grass Moon.
Any plants turning green by now are a welcome sight as
spring unfolds. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight.

Mapmaking:
From Stone
Slabs to Siri

S

pring is in the air! Which means soon we will see Canada
Geese, Cranes and Herons crowding the sky, making
their annual return trip back to the heartland of Michigan.
Though – when was the last time you saw a flock of geese
with a Rand McNally road map in hand stop by a gas station
to ask for directions? Can waterfowl even read? Of course
not! Humans tend not to have the directional instincts of
birds, but we’re lucky enough to have maps to fill the void.
This wasn’t always the case.
Nowadays, pulling OUT a map is more like pulling UP a
map on a smartphone or computer. Take a minute, though,
and imagine a time before society was connected globally
via the internet. Some
of the first maps were
carved into stone, like
the map of the city of
Babylon dating back to
600 BC. Archeological
digs of Chinese tombs
produced Kingdom
maps, gently penned
on silk.Yet these maps
weren’t meant for the
general use of the public.
Who had the strength
to carry a stone slab
in their back pocket
or the money to buy
an expensive silk scarf?
These maps were
spiritual, cultural and
Statue of Liberty Right Hand political, not meant for
at the 1876 World Expo the everyday traveler.

At times, maps were even kept as secrets. Dare we call
some of them treasure maps? In the early European
“exploration” days of North America, countries raced to
“discover new lands” and extract its resources for profit.
In 1502, the Duke of Ferrara paid 12 ducats for Alberto
Cantino to smuggle a Portuguese map into Italy. Why such
a high price? Nautical knowledge was power, the power to
make money.
Not all maps were secrets though. At the 1876 Philadelphia
World Expo, Michigan chose to debut an atlas. Yes, while
visitors gawked at Alexander Graham Bell’s first telephone,
or paid to climb into the right hand of the Statue of
Liberty, Michigan was showing off a map. Entitled The
State of Michigan: Embracing Sketches of Its History, Position,
Resources, and Industries, the map encouraged people to
settle in the state, and was eventually handed out for free!
Maps come in many shapes and forms, with varying
purposes. One thing is clear, however. Maps take the work
out of tediously reading lengthy lists of numbers and reports.
They transform overwhelming amounts of information into
a practical, graphically appealing piece of art.

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |
www.chippewanaturecenter.org
|

Babylonian Map
of the World,
housed at the
British Museum in London
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MAY

Calendar of Events

sun

mon

• •
*

tues

•

wed

Give Local
1
Midland
24 Hrs to Give
Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones
6:30-8 pm

FREE Programs
Affiliate Programs
Field Trips & Workshops

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program
may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

5

6 Mid-Michigan
Rock Club
7-9 pm

7

13

14

Spring
15
Wildflowers by
Golf Cart
3-4:30 pm

19

20

Invasive
21
Exotic Plant Tour
by Golf Cart
7-8:30 pm

22

27

28

Valley Herb Society
Thurs, May 2 • 7-9 pm
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS) for their monthly meeting.
VHS furthers the knowledge, propagation and use of
herbs among its members. For program information,
please contact Cathy Devendorf at cdevendorf@
chippewanaturecenter.org or 989-631-0830.

Bird Walk
8-10 am

Story Hour 16 Bird Walk
9:30 & 11 am
8-10 am
CNC Stewards:
Arboretum
Clean Up
6-7:30 pm

23

Evening
29 Nayanquing
Kayak on the
at Night
Chippewa River
6-10 pm
6-9 pm

Story Hour:The Secret Pool
Thurs, May 2 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.

fri

9

Member Presale
12-7 pm

Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones: Spring
Wildflower Walk at Pine Haven Recreation Area
Wed, May 1 • 6:30-8 pm
Learn about the beauty and ecology of woodland
wildflowers at Midland county’s Pine Haven Rec Area with
Sue Erhardt. Bring your camera, field guides and a water
bottle.

11
11

2

Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am
Valley Herb
Society
7-9 pm

8

12

26

thurs

30

sat
3

4

10

Salamander 11
Meander at Riverview Natural
Area 10-11:30 am
Families in
Nature: All
About Birds
2-3 pm

17

Jolly Hammers18
& Strings
Dulcimer Club
1-4 pm
Full Moon Stroll
8:30-10 pm

24

25

9 am-7 pm

9 am-12 pm

31

Bird Walk
Fri, May 3 • 8-10 am
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring migration is underway with new birds arriving every
day! CNC’s variety of habitats support over 200 bird
species, making this an excellent wildlife hotspot. Learn to
identify birds with an experienced naturalist by using field
marks, listening for songs and calls, watching flight patterns
and using habitat clues. Birders of all experience levels are
welcome. Loaner binoculars will be available, or feel free to
bring your own.
Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues, May 7 • 7-9 pm
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC) for their
monthly meeting. MMRC is a group of rockhounds, artisans,
collectors and scientists that meet to discuss our avocation
and educate the public about geology-related topics. Learn
more at www.midmichrockclub.com.
Families in Nature: All About Birds
Sat, May 11 • 2-3 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Flex your wings this month and join Michelle Fournier,

Interpretive Naturalist, as we learn about different kinds of
birds and their songs and nests. We’ll play migration games,
then spend time looking (and listening) for our avian friends.
Salamander Meander
at Riverview Natural Area
Sat, May 11 • 10-11:30 am
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Silent and secretive, salamanders are a creature of mystery.
Join Interpretive Naturalist Michelle Fournier as we hike and
turn over logs to look for these shy amphibians. We’ll even
check out any remaining vernal pools for salamander young!
Grab your boots and meet at Riverview Natural Area.
Directions: From Downtown Midland, take M-20 west for 4.2
miles, then turn right onto N Homer Rd. Drive 2 miles, then
follow the curve to the left onto E Wheeler Rd.The parking area
is ¼ mile down on E Wheeler Rd on the right.
Spring Wildflowers by Golf Cart
Wed, May 15 • 3-4:30 pm
Register by May 14 • Ages: 18+
Fee: $15 | 12/CNC member
Spring woodland wildflowers bloom quickly on the forest
floor before the tree leaves open. On a tour through the
Beech Maple woods, we’ll identify flowers and hear about
their history and role in our ecosystems with Interpretive
Naturalist Jeanne Henderson. This program is especially
designed for people with limited mobility.
CNC Stewards: Arboretum Clean Up
Thurs, May 16 • 6-7:30 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Help get the Arboretum ready for summer by picking up
brush, filling in holes and helping to clean around the trees.
Story Hour: Birdwatchers
Thurs, May 16 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature! The hour
will include a story, crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Bird Walk
Fri, May 17 • 8-10 am
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Spring migration is underway with new
birds arriving every day! CNC’s variety
of habitats support over 200 bird species, making this an
excellent wildlife hotspot. Learn to identify birds with an
experienced naturalist by using field marks, listening for
songs and calls, watching flight patterns and using habitat
clues. Birders of all experience levels are welcome. Loaner
binoculars will be available, or feel free to bring your own.
Tawas Area Birding
Sat, May 18 • 6 am-8 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult • Register by May 14
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member
During spring migration, Tawas Point State Park is a natural
birding “hotspot” as birds travel along the Lake Huron

coastline. On this one-day trip with Naturalists Jeanne
Henderson and Michelle Fournier, we could see up to 100
species including many warblers, vireos, sparrows, hawks,
bitterns, shorebirds and more! After arriving in Tawas, we’ll
walk while birding most of the day, check other nearby birding
areas and stop at a restaurant for dinner before returning
home. Transportation in a CNC van is provided. Bring a
lunch and snacks, money for dinner and field guide. Loaner
binoculars will be available, or feel free to bring your own.
Full Moon Stroll
Sat, May 18 • 8:30-10 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Wildflowers bloom in abundance this month as we walk
under the light of the Flower Moon.Venture out to look and
listen for crepuscular and nocturnal wildlife, enjoy the spring
evening and hopefully see the moon rise after sunset. Wear
dark clothing and bring a flashlight.
Jolly Hammers and Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat, May 18 • 1-4 pm • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly Hammers
& Strings Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!

Fri, May 24 • 9 am-7 pm
Sat, May 25 • 9 am-12 pm
Member Presale
Thurs, May 23 • 12-7 pm
Choose from over 100 species of
wildflowers, trees, shrubs, ferns
and vines at the 14th annual
Native Plant Sale. By growing
native Michigan plants, you can
make a difference for wildlife
and have personal
enjoyment! These
species, grown by
WildType Native
Plant Nursery, adapt
well to regional soil
and weather
conditions. CNC members can shop
on the first day for the best selection. New memberships
purchased between May 1 and 23 will receive a free plant (2”
pot) of their choice. CNC staff, master gardeners and MidMitten Wild Ones members will be available to assist visitors
with plant questions.

Signature
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Invasive Exotic Plant Tour by Golf Cart
Tues, May 21 • 7-8:30 pm
Ages: 18+ • Register by May 20
Learn about the various invasive exotic plants in the area
and how to control them. We will look at areas that have
had intensive control versus little control of invasive species.

Oxbow Archaeologists
The Oxbow Archaeologists meet year round at CNC on
Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings to document,
excavate and catalog the artifacts from archaeological sites
at CNC. For information on participating, call 989.631.0830.

Evening Kayak on the Chippewa River*
Wed, May 29 • 6-9 pm
Ages: 18+ • Register by May 28
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member
Spend an evening paddling down the Chippewa River with
a naturalist as you look for turtles, fish, herons, hawks and
eagles. After meeting at the Visitor Center, we’ll travel to the
Universal Access Site on Chippewa River Rd via CNC van
and begin a leisurely paddle down river back to the Nature
Center. If weather or water conditions are unfavorable, the
trip will be canceled at the discretion of CNC staff and
participants will receive a refund. CNC will provide a kayak,
paddle and life jacket for each participant.

Nature Center Store

Nayanquing at Night
Thurs, May 30 • 6-10 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Register by May 27
Fee: $30 | 24/CNC member
Join Naturalist Tom Lenon for this
evening trip to Nayanquing Point on Saginaw Bay. At this
outstanding wetlands area, we will look and listen for
American Bittern, Least Bittern, Black-crowned Night
Heron,Yellow-headed Blackbirds and many other birds
from an observation tower and the dikes adjacent to the
wetlands. We will travel in a CNC van, and loaner binoculars
will be available.

Host your event at CNC!
Meetings • Conferences
Retreats • Memorials • Showers

Members receive
10% off and
Life Members
receive 20% off!

Mother’s & Father’s Day
Gift-giving Ideas
Locally-made
Cabana Soaps $5

CNC
Maple Syrup $15

Jewelry by
Rocky Mountain
Leaf Co.
$16-23

Unique and versatile
spaces that can be
used separately or
in combination for
larger gatherings
• Handicap accessibility
• Free Wi-Fi
• Free parking
• Smoke- and pet-free

989.631.0830
rentals@chippewanaturecenter.org
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CNC Coffee Mugs
Made in the USA
$17

CNC Logo Gear
Hats $22 & T-shirts $18

OCT-NOV 2018-DEC 2019
Stephanie Anderson
and Dan Moor
Barbara Anderson
and Norbert Maecker
Floyd Andrick
Todd and Cindy Armbruster
Tom and Gisela Bailey
Elizabeth and Eric Baldwin
Philip and Kay Ballien
R.W. and Nancy Barker
Melissa Barnard and Rick White
Barb and Curt Bedbury
Joel and Michelle Beeck
In memory of Charles Beeck
Anastasia and Michael Behr
Stuart Bender
Cheryl and Dave Beyer
Anne Marie Birkam
Chuck and Connie Blanchard
Fred Blanchard
M Victoria Bowes
Matthew and Kristy Breasbois
Karen Brooks
Barbara and Todd Bryden
Patsy J Buerkel
Robert and Andrea Burditt
Richard and Karen Burow
Sue and Duane Burtch
In memory of Dick
and Lou Anna Clark
Carol Busick
Sharon and Richard Caldwell
Ted and Anna Calverley
Jill Calvert
Susan Campbell
Dottie and Hal Canfield
Erlene Carmody
In memory of Bill Carmody
Robert and Mary Cavanaugh
Ken and Linda Cislo
Sean and Lindsey Clark
Tamara and Ken Coppens
Ken and Marilyn Craven
William Creger Family
In memory of Amy Ferstl
Laura Currie
Cedric Currin
In memory of Betty Currin
John Cuthbert
In memory of Cassie Cuthbert
Stacy L Daniels
Richard W. Danville
Dolores Daudt
Alan T David
Judith Dean
Lu Ellen DeLine
Cathy and Craig Devendorf
In memory of Jon Schmitz
Helena and Dave Devore
Mary and Todd Draves
Jennifer and Shannan DuBey
Dale and Anna Ducommun
Sandy and Lynn Dumbrille
Michael and Trudy Dutot
Sarah Eck
Rita Egan
Edward Elliott
Fran and Jim Falender
Valerie Fargo and John Roper
Donald and Marilyn Findlay
James Finzel
William and Eileen Finzel
Lou and Judy Firenze
Kirk and Sarah Fisher
Dorothy Follette
Allen Forster
and Susan Bradshaw

Michelle and Adam Fournier
Nick and Wendy Frost
In memory of Dorothy Elliott
Dave and Nina Frurip
Elaine and Melvin Garrett
Carol and Glenn Gillespie
In memory of Steve Gillespie
Brigitte and Steve Glaser
John Goddard
Virginia Gohrband
In memory of Roger Gohrband
Nick and Cherie Grasman
Thomas and Nancy Gregory
Michael Gregus
Stephen and Laurie Grzesiak
Jerry and Marcia Hahnfeld
Anne W. Haines
Roland and Frances Hamburg
Adam and Kelly Hamilton
Chris and Tammy Hamilton
Christine Handt
Kay Harley and Charles Fahlgren
Francis and Joan Harry
Charles and Rebecca Hastings
Dr. Melissa and Jim Haswell
Nancy and James Heffel
Paul and Clarissa Heil
Gerald and Jeanne Henderson
Tracey Henson and
Ernesto Sanchez
James Hohman
Frederick and Caroline Holland
Brian and Shannon Holmes
Susan J Hoshaw
James and Glorian Hummel
Arnold and Betty Huntress
Michelle Ibanez
Judith Isquith
Jennifer Jenkins
Steve and Anne Jenkins
Susan Johnson-Wendt
In memory of Dick
and Ginny Johnson
Cindy Kacel
Sherry Kalina
In honor of Polly Hoy Colton
Anne Kelly-Rowley and
Jerry Rowley
Craig and Janis Kendziorski
Ruth and Ronald Klump
Verna Kochanny
Dave and Butch Kosht
In honor of Michelle Fournier
Virginia Kruger
Mark and Judy Kuehl
Randall Kursinsky
In memory of Cliff Kursinsky
Steve and Laura Lalonde
Dinah Lee
In honor of Mantis Gallery
Robert and Sandra Lehmann
Tom and Jenny Lenon
Stan and Pat Lilley
Laurie and Greg Lowe
Thomas and Tina Ludington
Keith and Elizabeth Lumbert
Amy and Jerry Lusk
Keith and Kara Malkowski
Cari Marohn and
CNC Cleaning Crew
Rob Maxwell
In memory of Matt Maxwell
Kathy Mayer
in memory of Alice (Mckimmy)
Mayer & The Mckimmy Family

Donors

Thank you for including CNC in your giving. It is your generosity
that makes the difference in the programs and services we
are able to offer to the community.
Carol and Kevin McElgunn
Dr. Marianne
and Frederick McKelvy
Dr. James and Shirley McLean
Linda and Keith McMackin
Phyllis and Roy McNeill
Anne Messinger
In memory of Don Riley
Alison and David Midkiff
Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Cliff Miles
Catherine and Chris Mitzel
Carleen and Terry Moore
In honor of Dick Touvell
Robert and Sharon Mortensen
Gregg and
Amy Motter Foundation
Barry and Beverly Moyer
Anja Mueller
Mary M Neely
David and Elizabeth Neithamer
Tom and Cathie Nemeth
Network for Good
Audrey and Duane Nuechterlein
Christopher Nakamura
and Sarah Nuss-Warren
Margaret O’Keeffe
and Fred Buether
David and Angela Pasek
Kenneth and Regina Pederson
Dennis and Michelle Pilaske
Bryon Plumer
Rebecca Powell
Katie Priest
In memory of Richard Smith
Mildred P. Putnam Trust
Mike Rabideau
In memory of Joseph Rabideau
Ralph and Imogene
Beattie Memorial Fund
Kyle and Courtney
Rauschenberger
Nancy Richey
David Rick and Mary Spraul
Mark G Robertson
In memory of Kathey Robertson
Jack and Kathy Rogers
Rollin M. Gerstacker Fdn.
Drs. Jamie and Scott Ross
John C. Saam
In memory of Lou Ella Saam
Carolyn and Robert Sandford
David and Debbie Schneider
Douglas and
Suzanne Schoettinger
Joe and Ann Marie Schoren
William D. and
Cynthia G. Schuette
Donna Semanco
Dr. Sandra J. Simmons
Esther Smazenka
In memory of Alice Owens
Harold and Vicki Smith
Mike Snable and Betty Rainwater
Anne and Kent Southworth
Mark Sovereen
Blanche Stark
Diane W. Stevens
In memory of her parents
Rick and Terri Stevenson
Muriel E Straight
Carol Struthers
Shannon Stuart

Studley Grange
Ron and Mary Tecklenburg
Sandra Teeple
In honor of Michael Teeple
Art and Jackie Thayer
The Herbert H.
and Grace A. Dow Fdn.
Bruce and Rosemarie Thill
Ira Thumma
John and Lee Tierney
John and Kim Tilmann
James E. and Bette R. Tollar Trust
Dick and Jeanne Touvell
Paul and Suzanne VanSickle
Bruce and Joan Vaydik
James and Janet Venman
Bruce and Leslie Vickey
In memory of Herm Gieseler
Steve Wang and
Kathryn Hamilton
In memory of Lois & Bill Wang
Douglas and Ann Ward
Paul Warren
Tom and Nancy Wells
Cheryl and Greg Widenmier
Andrew and Michelle Wilkins
Jane and David Wirth
Janet Wittbrodt
George and Kathy Wolf
Anne Woodard
H.T. Woodbury
James and Mary Yeomans
Edward E.York
Fielding Yost
Gregg and Marilyn Zank
Gerald J and Yoshie Ziarno
Rent-a Sap Bucket
Marsha and Ron Anderson
Renita and Joseph Bonadies
Richard W. Danville
Edward Elliott
Thomas and Heather Hoblet
Julie and Frank Manley
In memory of Sue Anderson
Don Boys and Ann Towsley
Barbara and William Smith
In memory of Sally Hahn
Lawrence and Margaret Ault
Wendell and Marcia Dilling
William and Eileen Finzel
James and Norma Gandy
Elaine and Melvin Garrett
Arnold Gatzke
Jeff Gray
Jeanne and Jerry Henderson
Katie and Mark Howison
John and Cindy Kneibel
Virginia M Kruger
Dawn Kucharek
Nancy and Daniel Leppek
Carolyn Mallery
Betty Mayer
Bob Radosa
Harriet Robbins
Ann Smiley and
Rev. Robert Kersten
Nancy Tumbrink
Robert Vowels
Lee Walkowski
Doug and Diane White

In honor of Jenni Bush
Tom and Karen Bush
Andrew Craig
Nature Day Camp Scholarship
CMU Biology Department
In memory of Dr. Robert Bailey
Arthur and Judy Frock
Marty and Marge Merz
In memory of Irmy Waldie
Midland Garden Club		
PEO Sisterhood - Chapter CB
Paver Brick Restoration
Anne and Kent Southworth

Welcome
New Members
Marsha and Ron Anderson
Jason Baird
Taffy Cline
Melani Egbert
Patty and Ray Ellison
Patricia Fineman
Alan and Elizabeth Gooch
Ruby Hotelling
Verna Kochanny
Rachael Krzyzaniak
Shannon and Patrick McElgunn
Karl and Diane Nold
Moremil Richard
Cyndie Roberts
Paul Evon and Candi Seder
Patrick and Karole Smith
Joscelyn and Nick Talsma
David and Mindy
Walsh and Family

*We regret any error in our
recognition, and ask that you
contact us so that we may
correct it
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400 S. Badour Rd.
Midland, MI 48640-8661

Save the Date!
Summer
Exploration

Days

June 12Sept 2
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm

Homestead
Sundays
June-August
1-5 pm

Kayak Trips
May-Oct
See full schedule online!

Nature Day Camp • Adventures for ages 3-16
REGISTRATIONbegins Tues, March 5 • 8 am

989.631.0830 | chippewanaturecenter.org |
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