Winter Newsletter
Dec 2018-Feb 2019

Field Trips • Workshops • Free Events & more!
Inspiring people to be stewards of the natural world

What Does CNC
Mean to You?
Dennis Pilaske
Executive Director

Visitor Center

Located near the confluence of the
Pine and Chippewa rivers, Visitor
Center features include:
Ecosystem Gallery – Hands-on exhibits
and a live reptile and amphibian exhibit
River Overlook – Spectacular views of the Pine River
Wildlife Viewing Area – Observe animals through one-way glass
Nature Discovery Area – Activities, books and games
Bur Oak Theater – Short interpretive videos
Naturalist Station – A naturalist is available to
answer questions in person, by phone or online
Nature Center Store – Books, toys, gifts and more
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Become a CNC Member!

For 52 years, CNC has built connections between people
and nature throughout the Great Lakes Bay Region, and I’d
like to ask for your help as we seek financial support through
our annual year end appeal. Financial support through this
campaign provides a very important part of our operating
revenue.Your dollars make it possible for positive nature
experiences to continue
for youngsters touching a
frog for the first time to the
most seasoned nature lover
hiking the River Trail on a
weekly basis. Please consider
supporting CNC and be part
of the group who helps us
build meaningful connections
to nature for people of all ages. Give online at www.
chippewanaturecenter.org.

Paver Brick Area Restoration Update

CNC members allow us to fulfill our mission to connect
all people with nature through educational, recreational and
cultural experiences.
Check out the benefits below, and review the various levels
of CNC membership online:
• Quarterly newsletter by mail or email
• 20% off registered programs
• Invitation to Members-only events
• 10% store discount
• Free admission to Maple Syrup Day & Fall Harvest Festival
• Free or reduced admission to 150 Nature Centers worldwide
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All year long, we receive feedback from people about positive
experiences they’ve had at Chippewa Nature Center and
how they have been positively influenced by their connection
to nature. For some, the
Nature Center offers
a place to bird, hike or
seek renewal outdoors.
Others see CNC as a
place where their kids
go to preschool or camp
or participate in school
programs. Chippewa
Nature Center means
different things to
people, but for all, it is a place to connect with nature. What
does CNC mean to you?

As several visitors have noticed, the donor paver bricks in
front of the Visitor Center have been temporarily removed.
Many of the pavers had sustained damage due to dramatic
freeze/thaw conditions and salt, and others were disintegrating
on the bottom. In order to appropriately honor the donors
who purchased those bricks to support the Visitor Center
renovation, we are redesigning a donor brick area near the
front entrance with higher quality bricks for the public and
donors to enjoy. If you would like to support the restoration
of the paver brick area and help offset the cost of the project,
please reach out to Dennis Pilaske, Executive Director at (989)
631-0830 for more information.
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Member Presale
Fri, Nov 30, 6-9 pm
Public Welcome
Sat, Dec 1, 8 am-5 pm

Come experience CNC’s annual Nature
Art Show and Sale! The Visitor Center will
be filled with 22 artists showcasing their
works in photography, baskets, woodcarving,
pottery, paintings, jewelry, woodworking
and more. Whether you are filling holiday
wishes or shopping for yourself, the art sale
will have something for everyone.

W

CNC members are invited to attend a
special event to preview and shop on Fri,
Nov 30 from 6-9 pm while enjoying light

n

This year, we have a great selection of
returning talented artists including Laurie
Ball-Gisch, Karen Brooks, Mary Blocksma,
Nancy Carlson, Bill Diller, Mike Ford, Sarah
Hannick, Larry Kershner, Ken Kueffner,
Fred Kinne, William Lauderbach, Barbara
Markell, Midland Moose Works, Ruth
Rushlow, Kelton Schaefer, Royleen VanEver
and Garlynn Winslow. We are excited
to have five new artists, as well: Kathy
Woods Booth (photography), Jennifyr
Slater (jewelry), Karen Bury (fused glass),
Members of the Midland Fiber Art Guild
(assorted fiber arts) and several CNC
staff will be highlighting their talents in
photography, woodworking and drawing.

Winter SolsticeC
Celebration

Sat, Dec 22 • 6-8 pm

Indigo Bunting by Mike Ford
refreshments. A silent auction will close on Fri
evening at 8 pm. Memberships will be available
at the door.
A separate silent auction will run from Fri
night through Sat, Dec 1, closing at 3 pm. (You
do not need to be present to win for either
silent auction.)

Sponsored by:

You’re invited to join CNC
staff and volunteers as
we celebrate the return
of longer days and the
beginning of the winter
season. In the Visitor
Center, kids of all ages will
enjoy crafts and activities
that reflect the changing
season, including Winter
Exploration Days activities.
You can roll a beeswax
candle and make an
evergreen wreath and Yule
log to take home.Visitors
will love walking the
Arbury Trail in the winter
at night, illuminated with
a soft glow, and warming
up by the fire. Stop by the
Nature Center Store to
shop for the holidays!

Signature
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Nature Notes:
Butcherbirds
Michelle Fournier
Interpretive Naturalist

Northern Shrike by Craig Schaffer

W

hat’s the most savage and fearsome bird? Owls,
hawks or eagles are usually obvious answers,
however, the shrike should be at the top of this list. Shrikes
are the only group of predatory songbirds whose strength
and shear brutality have earned them the nickname
“butcherbird.”

but the Northern Shrike is usually more common, especially
in winter. Look for Northern Shrikes in shrubby fields and
wetlands, often perched in tall trees or along nearby powerlines.
If you find a shrike, watch and wait from a distance – you
may be able to see this violent, prey-impaling death bird
in action.

Shrikes hunt from an elevated perch, scanning below for
any potential prey. Insects, small mammals and birds make
up most of this bird’s diet, but they may also eat frogs,
lizards and snakes. The black facial mask not only gives
this bird a fierce Zorro look, but is helpful in reducing
glare while searching for food. Once their prey is spotted,
the shrike flies and pounces. Unlike raptors, shrikes lack
sharp talons and must rely solely on their beak to kill and
dismember their prey. They quickly use their hooked beak
to grab their victim behind the neck and pinch the spinal
cord to induce paralysis. With a vigorous shake of the head,
the shrike kills its food by snapping its neck.
As if that isn’t gruesome enough, this macabre bird will
often impale their fresh kills on nearby branches or barbed
wire. This enables the shrike to tear off pieces of meat
without the use of their feet. Impaling prey is also used to
store food. While it may look like a scene out of a horror
movie, a bush or tree with multiple impaled carcasses is
akin to a pantry of cached food.
Two species of shrike may be found in Michigan, the
Northern and Loggerhead Shrike. Both look very similar,
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Northern Shrike eating a Dark-eyed Junco
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Field Trips & Workshops

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Member Presale –
Fri, Nov 30 • 6-9 pm
Public Welcome –
Sat, Dec 1 • 8 am-5 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Nature photography, painting and
woodcarving are just a few of the many types of art that
will be available for purchase from talented artists. Light
refreshments will be served at the
Member Preview, and a silent auction
closing at 8 pm will be held during the
Nov 30 event. Memberships will be
available at the door. A silent auction
closing at 3 pm will be held during the
Dec 1 event.
Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues, Dec 4 • 6-9 pm
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club
(MMRC) for their annual potluck. MMRC
is a group of rockhounds, artisans,
collectors and scientists that meet to
discuss our avocation and educate the
public about geology-related topics. Learn more at www.
midlandrockclub.com.

Story Hour: One Wolf Howls
Thurs, Dec 6 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about
nature! The hour will include a story,
crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Families in Nature: Nature Detectives
Sat, Dec 8 • 2-3 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Calling all nature detectives! CNC has a
mystery and we need your help to solve
it! Test your observation skills as we
venture out in search of subtle clues left
behind by creatures that call the Nature Center home.
Decorate a Tree for Wildlife
Sun, Dec 9 • 2-3 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Let’s extend the holiday spirit to the
wildlife around us! Make ornaments
and garlands to hang outside that birds,
squirrels and other animals will enjoy
eating this winter. We’ll decorate a tree in the Wildlife Viewing
Area and you can make garland to take home, as well.
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Holiday at the Homestead
Wed, Dec 12 • 6-7:30 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Join CNC staff for a lamp-lit evening at
the Homestead cabin for 19th century
holiday fun! Help decorate the cabin, do
some holiday chores and make a holiday
ornament to take home.
Jolly Hammers & Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat, Dec 15 • 1-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Enjoy the toe-tapping music of the Jolly
Hammers & Strings Dulcimer Club or, if
you play a folk instrument (guitar, banjo,
fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!

Winter
Exploration

Arbury Trail and warm up by the fire.You can also shop for
the holidays at the Nature Center Store.
Nature’s New Year’s Eve
Mon, Dec 31 • 6:30-8 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Nocturnal animals are not the only ones
staying out late tonight! Venture out for
some family fun as we watch for nocturnal
animals looking for a late night snack, play games, roast
marshmallows for s’mores and enjoy a light snack of our own!

Nature
Preschool
Where learning comes naturally!

Days

• Half-day classes for
3- & 4-year olds

Wed, Dec 19-Wed, Jan 2
Mon-Sat 8 am-5 pm • Sun 12-5 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Enjoy your break from school while exploring the wonders
of nature in Michigan! This indoor program includes a variety
of self-guided, hands-on exploration stations. Experiments,
fun facts, crafts and scavenger hunts are just a few of the
types of activities you’ll find. Each day of the seasonal session
is the same, but feel free to come back again and again!

• 2, 3 or 4 days per week
• Scholarships available

Story Hour:The Shortest Day
Thurs, Dec 20 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about
nature! The hour will include a story,
crafts, time outdoors and other ageappropriate activities.
Full Moon Stroll
Fri, Dec 21 • 6-7 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
We’ll begin the walk after sunset under
the light of the Long Nights Moon. On
this winter solstice, the night is 15 hours
six minutes long, the longest night of the year. Enjoy winter’s
magical ambience while we absorb the sounds and sights of
nature. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight.

Celebration

W

n

Winter SolsticeC

Sat, Dec 22 • 6-8 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
For centuries, people have gathered with
family and friends to recognize the longest night of the year
and to celebrate the return of longer days to come. Take
part in earth-friendly traditions as you roll a beeswax candle,
create a miniature Yule log and make a small evergreen
wreath to take home. Take a peaceful walk along the softly lit
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Important Dates!
Fri, Dec 7

Registration packets for the
2019-20 school year available

Mon, Jan 7

Placement for current and
alumni families begins

Thurs, Jan 10 Open House from 5:30-7 pm
Fri, Feb 1

Placement for new families
begins

Complete a
2019-20 registration
request form online
beginning Dec 7!

JANUARY
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Snowshoe
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After Dark
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with Mindfulness
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FREE Programs
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6:30-8 pm
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•
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CNC
31
Stewards:
Wood Duck Box
Clean Out
3:30-5 pm

•

Field Trips & Workshops

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones
Wed, Jan 2 • 6:30-8 pm
Join the Mid-Mitten Wild Ones Group
for their monthly meeting. Wild Ones helps preserve
biodiversity through the preservation, restoration
and establishment of native plant communities. For
more information, please contact Jeanne Henderson at
989.631.0830 or jhenderson@chippewanaturecenter.org.

Enjoy a late afternoon hike on snowshoes
as we notice birds, animal tracks and
other points of interest in the woods
and fields. Beginner and experienced
snowshoers are welcome. Reserve
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830.

Story Hour: Evergreens are Green
Thurs, Jan 3 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about nature!
The hour will include a story, crafts, time
outdoors and other age-appropriate activities.

Snowshoe Hike*
Sat, Jan 5 • 2-3:30 pm
Register by Jan 5 at 2 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
We will travel through the woods and
fields in search of signs of life in the winter
landscape. No snowshoeing experience necessary! Reserve
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830.

Adventures for Women: Snowshoe Hike*
Thurs, Jan 3 • 4-5:30 pm
Register by Jan 3 at 4 pm
Women Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult

Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues, Jan 8 • 7-9 pm
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club (MMRC)
for their monthly meeting. MMRC is a group

*

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).
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of rockhounds, artisans, collectors and scientists that meet to
discuss our avocation and educate the public about geologyrelated topics. Learn more at www.midmichrockclub.com.

don’t see them, we can learn a lot about them by what they
leave behind.

Live Birds of Prey
Sun, Jan 13 • 1-2 & 3-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Hawks, owls, falcons, vultures – Michigan
has a wide variety of birds of prey, and this
afternoon, you will get to meet some upclose! The Wildlife Recovery Association
will explain their natural history and the importance of their
The Michigan fur trade evokes images of rugged, adventurous, conservation. Before and after the program, enjoy bird17th and 18th century entrepreneurs of the Great Lakes Bay related self-guided activities, crafts and games.
Region. So where do women fit into the story? Come out
Story Hour: Not a Buzz to be Found
to learn about the integral role women played in the success Thurs, Jan 17 • 9:30 & 11 am
of the fur industry. Hear their stories, such as the famous
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Madeline La Framboise of Mackinaw Island. We’ll examine
Come spend an hour learning about
photographs and sift through primary documents to paint a
nature! The hour will include a story,
picture of life for women in the fur trade.
crafts, time outdoors and other ageCoffee & Conversation:
Women in the Fur Trade
Wed, Jan 9 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+
Spend an hour sipping coffee and learning
more about the nature and history of
Midland County on the first Wednesday of
most months.

Snowshoe After Dark*
Wed, Jan 9 • 5:30-7 pm
Register by Jan 9 at 5:30 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Come discover the beauty of a winter
night! We will look for signs of animals,
study tree silhouettes and enjoy
the winter sky. Bring a headlamp or flashlight. Reserve
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830.
Stress Less with Mindfulness Series
Wednesdays
Jan 9, 16, 23, 30 & Feb 6
6:30-7:30 pm
Registration appreciated but not required
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Mindfulness means paying attention to the
present moment without judgment. People who understand
and cope well with emotions usually do better in school and
at work, form stronger relationships, have fewer behavior
problems, handle their own negative emotions better and
tend to lead happier, healthier and less stressful lives. This
series of five classes (Wednesdays, Jan 9-Feb 6) is designed
for teens, adults, teachers and parents and introduces the
research behind mindfulness and basic meditative practices.
We will discuss activities, tips and best practices to bring
mindfulness practices into your life, home or classroom.
Although the classes will build upon each other, you are
welcome to attend individual classes. This series is brought
to you by the Michigan State University Extension. RSVP is not
required, but is appreciated.
Families in Nature:Tracks and Scat
Sat, Jan 12 • 2-3 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Tracks and scat give us clues about the
animals that live around us. Even if we
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appropriate activities.

A Quiet Winter’s Night:
Campfire under the Stars
Thurs, Jan 17 • 6-8 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Crisp winter nights offer a perfect
opportunity to watch the stars dance
and listen for the calls of owls. Join us around a fire at the
Homestead Farm as we sip hot chocolate, enjoy s’mores and
learn about nature in winter. Meet at the Homestead Cabin.
Snowshoe Sampler*
Sat, Jan 19 • 2-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
It’s time to play outside! Drop by any
time to give CNC’s snowshoes a try, do
a winter scavenger hunt or warm up by
a campfire. Meet at the Homestead Cabin and come enjoy a
winter afternoon in the woods.
Full Moon Stroll*
Sun, Jan 20 • 5:30-6:30 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Under the light of the snow moon, walk
through tree shadows, listen for nocturnal
animals such as raccoons and coyotes
and look for silhouettes with Interpretive Naturalist Jeanne
Henderson. Wear dark clothing and bring a flashlight.
Teacher’s Night in Nature:
Snowshoe Soiree
Thurs, Jan 24 • 6-8 pm
Register by Jan 23 • Ages: 18+
All teachers are invited to join CNC staff
to take a snowshoe hike at night. Discover
the wonders of snow, the physics of snowshoes and more to
January events continued on page 9

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Wildlife C.S.I.
Jeanne Henderson
Interpretive Naturalist
A hungry Cooper’s hawk created this crime scene by ripping off the
feathers and carrying the smaller bird’s body to eat in a hidden location.

H

ow do we know which animals are active during winter
months? If you think like a detective, you can find
evidence animals leave behind! Here are a few tips to get
you started.
When you see clear tracks in snow, mud or soft soil, count
the number of toes and claws. This helps put the track in
a given family; then measure the track’s size and shape to
identify the species. Knowing which animals exist in the
area will narrow down the possibilities. Learning about local
animals’ behavior, where they live and how they move also
provides information to decipher the puzzling clues.
In today’s world of cell phone cameras, you can take a photo
and look it up later, but there is much more to learn in the
field! Can you tell the difference between front and rear
tracks? Notice the direction in which the animal was headed
and follow it a
ways. Looking at
the track pattern
determines
whether the
animal walked,
bounded or
galloped. When
rabbits and
squirrels gallop,
their rear feet
Squirrel Tracks land ahead of the

smaller front feet. Rabbits’ overall track pattern resembles a
Y, while squirrels’ four tracks make a square.
Cats make round tracks with four toes and no claws
showing. They ‘direct register,’ which means the hind foot
comes down on top of the front, so two tracks appear as
one.You often find house cats outside, but rarely see wild
bobcats.
Dog family tracks show four toes in front and rear with
claws usually visible. Foxes are the only canines that directly
register, distinguishing them from domestic dogs and
coyotes, who exhibit indirect register – meaning the hind
foot lands behind and to the side of the front foot.
Bird tracks resemble arrows. Wild turkeys make easily-seen
four-inch long tracks. Maybe you will find other signs – like a
loose pile of feathers! A hungry Cooper’s hawk created the
crime scene pictured above by ripping off the feathers and
carrying the smaller bird’s body to eat in a hidden location.
Scat reveals clues, too! Rabbits drop round, marble-sized
balls of compacted plants. Deer defecate a large clump of
olive-sized dark balls. Fox and coyote scat includes pieces
of hair and broken bones in a 2-inch long twisted shape.
Wherever mice travel, they leave telltale rice-sized black
droppings.
Investigate for chew marks, leftover seed husks, nests and
more evidence the next time you venture out!

www.chippewanaturecenter.org |
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aid in your classroom teachings. Reserve snowshoes online
or call 989.631.0830. If snow conditions are unfavorable, we
will hike instead.

Holiday Gift Ideas!

“Teacher’s Night in Nature” offers a personal experience in
nature while enjoying social and educational time with other
teachers.We’ll head outside for our main activity (so dress for the
weather!), then conclude with light refreshments.
Snowshoeing Hartwick Pines*
Sat, Jan 26 • 8:30 am-5 pm
Register by Jan 22
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Come walk among the giant pines at
Hartwick Pines’ old growth forests. We
will stop in the Michigan Forest Visitor Center during the
day to warm up and learn more about the history of the
area. Please pack a sack lunch and water bottle, and dress
in layers as we spend the day exploring. Request snowshoes
when registering.
Jolly Hammers and
Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat Jan 26 • 1-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping music
of the Jolly Hammers & Strings Dulcimer
Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument
(guitar, banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!
Snowshoe After Dark*
Wed, Jan 30 • 5:30-7 pm
Register by Jan 30 at 5:30 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Come discover the beauty of a winter
night! We will look for signs of animals,
study tree silhouettes and enjoy
the winter sky. Bring a headlamp or flashlight. Reserve
snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830.
CNC Stewards:
Wood Duck Box Clean Out
Thurs Jan 31 • 3:30-5 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Help clean out and monitor CNC’s
wood duck boxes while learning about
these special birds.
*

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program
may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

CNC LEGACY SOCIETY
Express your love and
appreciation of nature!
Please consider making a commitment to give
to CNC through your estate plan. Contact
Dennis Pilaske, Executive Director, at dpilaske@
chippewanaturecenter.org to further explore
the Legacy Society.
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Gift Memberships
• Program and store discounts, members only events, quarterly
newsletter delivery & more! Gift memberships purchased for
new members Nov 23-Dec 31 will be valid until Jan 31, 2020.
Comes with a certificate, hand lens and reusable cloth gift bag.
Order early in time for the holidays!
Rent-a-Sap Bucket
• Includes Maple Syrup Day tickets, a bottle of syrup & more
– see back pg for full details
Nature Center Store
• Unique nature-themed toys, gifts, books & more!

Gift Certificates
• Good for Nature Center Store, workshops, field trips & more!

Host a Birthday Party at CNC!
Members can book a birthday party for children 4-12
years old and up to 19 of their friends! A CNC Educator
will coordinate a 2-hr themed experience that includes:
• Personalized invitations
• Decorations
• Outdoor exploration and games
• Indoor crafts and party games
• Gift for the birthday child and
goodie bags for each party guest

Party Themes
• Scales and Slime • Mammal Mania
• Bird Bonanza
• Outdoor Survival
• Insect Safari
• Nature Detectives
Visit CNC’s website for more details and to request a party!

Developing a Sense of Wonder
and a Love for Learning
Steve Frisbee
Nature Day Camp Director/Educator

P

arents often ask, “What about the academics?” As a
former Nature Preschool Teacher, I treasure opportunities
that demonstrate to families that there are more impactful
ways to teach their children than “letter of the week”
activities or plugging them into a tablet to learn their 123s.
It’s simple – go outside! Allow them to explore, investigate
and ask questions. Cultivate their sense of wonder, and this
will infuse a love for learning. With this enthusiasm, a child can
learn almost any academic skill. One January, a class reminded
me of how powerful, authentic experiences can drive learning.
While playing outside, one student discovered “frozen” bees
in the snow, which quickly caught the attention of the entire
class. The discovery began a large bee study. The students,
armed with paintbrushes and forceps, carefully excavated the
carcasses and brought them inside. The students came up with
two questions: 1. Why were the bees in the snow? 2. How
did they die? One child answered, “Maybe they came from
a summer place, and didn’t know it was winter here. They
froze.” Another child answered, “Maybe they came from a hive
here.” I then asked, “Why did they die?” One child answered,
“They died because it’s winter and their energy got too low.”
Another child answered, “They got sick.”

distressed, the investigation could not continue until the bee
was secured. After, we were able to total all 51 ½ bees! A
CNC naturalist confirmed that the bees were honeybees. The
bees we found had likely left the hive because they had to
pee/poop, but didn’t survive the cold temperatures.
On this day, the planned activities did not occur; but, in
their place, we held a spontaneous investigation. Preschool
children participated in the study for over 45 minutes, all
while counting enthusiastically to 50. No, classes won’t stop
having planned learning activities; however, this day certainly
reinforced the importance and power of authentic discoverybased learning experiences.

To continue the investigation, I made a grid on the table to
help us count. As we got to the thirties, bee #20 started
to twitch. The students immediately saw it and were visibly
nervous. I asked, “Why is bee #20 moving?” One of the
students shouted, “It is warming up!” With the students visibly
www.chippewanaturecenter.org |
www.chippewanaturecenter.org
|
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FEBRUARY
sun
*

•

Calendar of Events

mon

FREE Programs

•

tues

wed

Affiliate Programs

•

thurs

fri

Field Trips & Workshops

sat

Grounhog’s
Day Party
6-8 pm

1

Snowshoe at
Sylvan Solace
10 am-12 pm
Snowshoe
Sampler
2-4 pm

2

Winter
Adventures:
Parents & Kids
Night Out
6:30-8:30 pm

8

Families in
Nature: Snow
2-3 pm

9

16

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

Market Basket
Workshop
1-5 pm

3

4 Mid-Michigan
Rock Club
7-9 pm

10

11

17

18

24
Central
Michigan Seed
Swap
11 am-4 pm

25

Winter at
the Wigwam
2-4 pm

5

12

Full Moon
Stroll
6-7:30 pm

19

Stress Less
6
with Mindfulness
6:30-7:30 pm
Mid-Mitten
Chapter of
Wild Ones
6:30-8 pm

Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am
Sunset
Snowshoe
4:30-6 pm
Valley Herb
Society
7-9 pm

7

Coffee &
13 Nature’s
Valentines
Conversations:
7-8 pm
Nature’s
Valentines
9-10 am
Planning a
Vegetable Garden
6-7 pm
20 Story Hour
9:30 & 11 am

14

15

Morning
Bird Walk
9-10 am
Snakes Alive!
1-2 & 3-4 pm

21

22

In Search of
23
Snowy Owls
9 am-4 pm
Jolly Hammers &
Strings Dulcimer
Club
1-4 pm

27

28

26

Groundhog’s Day Party
Fri, Feb 1 • 6-8 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Throw off the winter blahs and
venture out with the whole family to
celebrate Groundhog’s Day, winter
and the coming spring! Enjoy activities including nature
crafts, games, shadow play and a puppet show starring the
groundhog!
Snowshoe at Sylvan Solace
Sat, Feb 2 • 10 am-12 pm
Register by Feb 1
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Explore Chippewa Watershed
Conservancy’s Sylvan Solace by
snowshoe.We will search for signs of wildlife and enjoy a
winter morning as we explore this 78 acre preserve located
just west of Mt. Pleasant. If conditions are unfavorable to
snowshoe, we will enjoy a winter hike. Reserve snowshoes
11

*

by contacting Chippewa Watershed Conservancy at
989-772-5777. Meet at Sylvan Solace Preserve, located at 4
West Pickard Road in Mt. Pleasant.
Snowshoe Sampler*
Sat, Feb 2 • 2-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
It’s time to play outside! Drop by any
time to give CNC’s snowshoes a try, do
a winter scavenger hunt or warm up
by a campfire. Meet at the Homestead Cabin and come
enjoy a winter afternoon in the woods.
Market Basket Workshop
Sun, Feb 3 • 1-5 pm
Register by Jan 25
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Beginning with strips of reed and a
hardwood handle, participants will weave their own

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

market basket. Jenn Kirts, Director of Programs, will teach
the techniques of weaving with reed and constructing a
rim.This program is designed as an introduction for those
with little or no basket-making experience.
Mid-Michigan Rock Club
Tues, Feb 5 • 7-9 pm
Join the Mid-Michigan Rock Club
(MMRC) for their monthly meeting.
MMRC is a group of rockhounds,
artisans, collectors and scientists that
meet to discuss our avocation and educate the public
about geology-related topics. Learn more at www.
midmichrockclub.com.
Stress Less with Mindfulness Series
Wed, Feb 6 • 6:30-7:30 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
See page 7 for full description.
Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones
Wed, Feb 6 • 6:30-8 pm
Join the Mid-Mitten Wild Ones
Group for their monthly meeting. For more information,
please contact Jeanne Henderson at 989.631.0830 or
jhenderson@chippewanaturecenter.org.
Story Hour:
What Makes a Shadow?
Thurs, Feb 7 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about
nature! The hour will include a story,
crafts, time outdoors and other age-appropriate activities.
Sunset Snowshoe*
Thurs, Feb 7 • 4:30-6 pm
Register by Feb 7 at 4:30 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Come see the woods in winter! We will
search the woods and fields for signs of
life in the winter landscape. Reserve snowshoes online or
call 989.631.0830.
Valley Herb Society
Thurs, Feb 7 • 7-9 pm
Join Valley Herb Society (VHS)
for their monthly meeting. For
program information, please contact
Cathy Devendorf at cdevendorf@
chippewanaturecenter.org or 989-631-0830.

*

Winter Adventures:
Parents and Kids Night Out*
Fri, Feb 8 • 6:30-8:30 pm
Register by Feb 6 • All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Fee: $15 per family | 12/CNC member*
Come spend a crisp winter evening
outside! Children will discover the magic of a winter
night under the guidance of Steve Frisbee, Nature Day
Camp Director and other staff and volunteers. Meanwhile,
parents will travel down moonlit trails at their own pace,
then enjoy warm cider in the cabin (snowshoes will
be available if conditions permit). Everyone will come
together for s’mores and a campfire at the end of the
evening. *Registration covers up to 2 adults and 4 kids
Families in Nature: Snow!
Sat, Feb 9 • 2-3 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Winter is a time to celebrate snow!
Get into the spirit of the season with
activities surrounding the solid state of
water (even if there’s none on the ground!).
Winter at the Wigwam
Sun, Feb 10 • 2-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Drop by the wigwam and join Historical
Interpreter Cathy Fitzpatrick to glimpse
into the lives of the Ojibwa who lived
along the Pine River several hundred years ago. Explore
how these people used local plants and animals to thrive
in this environment. Inside the lodge, you’ll find a small
fire, see traditional tools used for hunting and preparing
wild game, learn about the fur trade and see plants used
for making cordage and baskets. If there is enough snow,
we’ll play a game of snow snakes outside.
Coffee & Conversation:
Nature’s Valentines
Wed, Feb 13 • 9-10 am • Ages: 18+
Spend an hour sipping coffee and learning
more about the nature and history of
Midland County on the first Wednesday of most months.
Love in nature isn’t all roses.We will dive into the
courtship, trickery and habits of our local animals as they
seek mates of their own.
Planning a Vegetable Garden
Wed, Feb 13 • 6-7 pm
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
Interested in planning a vegetable
garden, but don’t know where to
start? Join Homestead Garden Manager Rob Maxwell

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).
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for an evening of tips and tricks. Learn how to plan
a successful summer and fall garden with the goal of
maximum food use and preservation in mind, with an
emphasis on heirloom varieties and sustainability. Explore
soil types, fencing options and weeding techniques.You’ll
gain a plethora of local information and resources from a
seasoned veteran.

Story Hour: In the Snow:
Who’s Been Here?
Thurs, Feb 21 • 9:30 & 11 am
Ages: 3-5 w/adult
Come spend an hour learning about
nature! The hour will include a story,
crafts, time outdoors and other age-appropriate activities.

Nature’s Valentines
Thurs, Feb 14 • 7-8 pm • Ages 18+
Valentine’s Day brings images of
chocolates and flowers to mind, but
love in nature isn’t all roses! Join
Interpretive Naturalists Michelle
Fournier and Victoria Zablocki for this adults-only
program as they pull back the curtain to reveal the secret
love lives of Michigan’s animals. Light desserts will be
available during the program.

In Search of Snowy Owls*
Sat, Feb 23 • 9 am-4 pm
Register by Feb 20
Fee: $40 | 32/CNC member
Ages: 15+, under 18 w/adult
The open farm fields of Michigan’s
Thumb area resemble the arctic summer habitats of
Snowy Owls.Travel with Interpretive Naturalists Michelle
Fournier and Jeanne Henderson in search of Snowy Owls.
We may also see Rough-legged hawks, Horned Larks,
Snow Buntings or American Tree Sparrows. Bring a lunch,
binoculars and field guide and dress for the weather.We
will have spotting scopes and binoculars to share. Most
time will be spent driving or standing outside the van, but
we’ll also include a few short walks.

Snakes Alive! Discovering
the Wonders of Snakes
Sat, Feb 16 • 1-2 & 3-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Snakes may be one of the most feared
and misunderstood animals, but after attending this
program, you’ll see how fascinating and beneficial these
beautiful reptiles can be. Join Interpretive Naturalist
Michelle Fournier for this live snake program. All are
invited to get as close a look at the snakes as you feel
comfortable!
Morning Bird Walk:
Great Backyard Bird Count
Sat, Feb 16 • 9-10 am
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
Dust off your binoculars or borrow
a pair of ours for a morning bird walk to find winter
resident birds. Along the way, we’ll explain identification
field marks, and discuss how to count and record birds
for the citizen science project called the Great Backyard
Bird Count.
Full Moon Stroll*
Tues, Feb 19 • 6-7:30 pm
Ages: 9+, under 18 w/adult
As the sun sets and the moon rises,
we will wander through the fields and
forests of CNC enjoying this special time of year.We will
crunch on the frozen ground, breathe crisp winter air and
look for signs of wildlife.Wear dark clothing and bring a
flashlight.We may use snowshoes if conditions permit.
Reserve snowshoes online or call 989.631.0830.
13
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Jolly Hammers and
Strings Dulcimer Club
Sat, Feb 23 • 1-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Stop in to enjoy the toe-tapping
music of the Jolly Hammers & Strings
Dulcimer Club. Or, if you play a folk instrument (guitar,
banjo, fiddle, dulcimer, etc.), bring it along and join in!
Central Michigan Seed Swap
Sun, Feb 24 • 11 am-4 pm
All Ages, under 18 w/adult
Join us for Michigan’s largest 5th
annual seed swap where there will be
workshops, educational presentations,
seed vendors and artisans on site all day! This is a buy, sell,
trade event for everyone from the experienced heirloom
seed saver to those just starting to garden.There will be
fun activities for the kids, and food available from vendors.

Admission is free.This event is made possible thanks to support
from CNC, Small House Farm, Slow Food Huron Valley and Michigan
Organic Food and Farm Alliance.Visit www.centralmichiganseedswap.
com for the most up-to-date information.

If weather conditions are unfavorable, a program may be canceled (determined at CNC’s discretion).

JULY-SEPT 2018
R.W. and Nancy Barker
Gary and Sally Billotti
In honor of Wendell and
Marcia Dilling’s 60th Wedding
Anniversary
Shasta Breitkopf
Margie and Theodore Church
Glenn Davis
David and Bonnie Duclos
Eldon and Judy Enger
First State Bank Employee
Activities Committee
Nature Preschool
Designated Gift
Mark and Laura Freed
William J Hargreaves
Kiwassee Kiwanis
Amy and Jerry Lusk
Dr. Wallace H. and
Lindsay Mayton III
In memory of James E. Barbier
William and Mary Louise Mick
Michael and
Rose-Shoshanna Olken

Donors

Thank you for including CNC in your giving. It is your generosity that makes the
difference in the programs and services we are able to offer to the community.
Susana Pacheco Zubradt
In memory of Dr.T.C. Jennings,
Rocky, Bluie and Ruby
Rosemarie Peterson
David Phillips
Robert and Annette Pierce
Susan Robishaw
In memory of Joyce Williamson
Mary Rohn
Michelle Schwarck
Randy Sosolik
In memory of Tammy Allen
Sosolik and Bill Allen
Bradley Towers
Mary Trombley
In memory of Jan and
Ben Johnson
Barbara Vanciu
Bruce and Joan Vaydik
In memory of
Katherine Robertson
George and Judy Vogel

Wallace R. and Bernice
E. Leslie Memorial Fund
Chippewa Trail
Wallace R. and Bernice
E. Leslie Memorial Fund
Julie Welsh
Nature Preschool
Designated Gift
In memory of Raymond Dost
John P. Carroll
Robert Carroll
Thomas and Barbara Carter
Thomas and Lynne Coscarelli
Robert and Antoinette Craig
Kalina Fisher
Kathryn Kulow
Mary and Barry Latarte
David and Terri Pettyplace
Paula and Dale Phillips
Andrea and Brandon Rosser
Thomas and Colleen Shabluk
Aaron and Gretchen Wallace

Penny Lynch Wallace
Dr. Melanie and
Joseph Waskevich
Nature Day Camp
Scholarship Fund
Marty and Marge Merz
In memory of Sue Anderson
Midland Lions Club
In memory of Sue Anderson
David Weissert and
Heather Kakabeeke
Patricia J. and Randy McDonald
Thomas and Elsie Misner
Lois Ann Reed
Karen and Greg Stiffler
Dick and Jeanne Touvell
Margaret Williams
Paver Brick Gift
Darrell Eagle
.

*We regret any error in our recognition, and ask that you contact us so that we may correct it

Welcome New Members
Katie and Michael Adams
Tim Allen
Denise and Brandon Anaya
Laura Anderson
Aurelian and Alyssa Balan
Amanda and Bob Beckman
Raelynn Bennett
Kathryn and Jeremy Bugbee
Frank and Kristin Burghardt
Courtney Cannon
Emily and Clint Cassow
Vanessa Sprague and Jesse
Chaffee
Kristin and Dan Childs
Emily Ciaravino
Joyce and Mike Cripps
Alexys Daut
Caitlin and Max DeFever
Amber and Duane Dopp
Julie and Matthew Eddy
Kristen Fernandez
Jamie and John Forbes
Anne Huebel and Jules Gehrke
Kayli and Jordan Goss
Jessica Goupil

Matthew and Melissa Griffin
Michelle and David Haight
Colleen Howard
Julie Hyatt
Deidre and Walter Iciek
Lauren Jackson
Shanda and James Jacobs
Stacey and Daniel James
Richard Johnson
Bethany and Andrew Karl
Patricia and Jim Keenihan
Jessica Labadie
Julie and Kevin List
Chris and Megan Mallory
Kinde and Casey Malott
Justinne Marshall
Joan and Jim Martin
Wendy and Tucker Mashue
Sharyn and Jim Massung
Michael Matthews
Kristen and Asa Meadows
Catherine Morton
Mary and John Napoli
Larry Parnell

Ashley and Jon Patten
Ryan and Caryn Pennell
Tai Petrillo
Elizabeth and Tim Plude
Melissa and Tim Poff
Gena Provoast
David and Rebecca Renirie
Alayna Radde and Jason Renz
Kayla and Jacob Rogers
Brandon and Kristin Schlief
Michelle Schwarck
Riki Shook
Sara and Neil Sierocki
Candida Simmons
Cassandra Slayton
Alaine and Steven Sledz
Jennifer and Tyler Smith
Rebecca and William Smith
Angel Bond and Jeremy Spindler
Heather and Gusin Sponseller
Lois and Larry Stover
Katie and Fred Sunderman
Megan and David Thomas

Michael and Candi Thorson
Shannon and Ben Tigner
Brian Galloway and Kayleen
Tomkinson-Galloway
Jennifer and William Topham
Tammy and Evan Weckerly
Ian and Elizabeth Wenger
Marcus and Lisa Wiley
Connie Wolfe
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400 S. Badour Rd.
Midland, MI 48640-8661

Rent-a-Sap Bucket
Now-Feb 2019

Help us celebrate maple syrup season
and support CNC programming!

For $100 ($75 is tax deductible), you receive:
• Numbered bucket in the Sugarbush
• 2 tickets to Maple Syrup Day on Sat, March 16, 2019
• 2 tickets to the pancake breakfast
• Bottle of syrup produced on-site
You can also help collect sap and see it boiled into pure maple syrup!

Save the Date
Nature
Day Camp

Sat, March 16, 2019
10 am-4 pm

Registration begins – Tues, March 5, 2019

FREsEion!

Admis

Visitor Center Hours:

Mon-Sat • 8 am-5 pm
Sun & select holidays • 12-5 pm

Fri-Sat, April 12-13, 2019
7-10 pm
Tickets go on sale Jan 1!
Trail Hours:
19 miles of trails open year-round,
dawn-to-dark daily!

989.631.0830 | chippewanaturecenter.org |
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