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• Bradley and Sinclair Biographies/Photos: A brief 
biography (not 2nd grade reading level) and two sheets of 
corresponding photos of each family are included in your 
packet. Together, they can be used to introduce students to 
the two families. 
 
Please remember that the information and activities 
presented during your visits to the Bradley House and 
the Homestead Farm are representative of some activities 
done by Midland County families around 1880. Although the 
biographies are accurate to the best of our knowledge, CNC 
and Bradley House staff are not implying that the Bradleys 
and Sinclairs necessarily did things exactly as we portray.

• Historic Photos: 32 pictures (16 from each site) are 
included, along with a worksheet. The photos can be found 
on the School Program page at Chippewa Nature Center’s 
Website: https://www.chippewanaturecenter.org/school-
programs. 
 
Each picture shows an object that will be seen and/or 
discussed during the fieldtrip, however not all of them are 
included in the videos. Before the trip, have the students 
(either as a whole class or in small groups) use the 
worksheet to record their ideas about (1) what each object 
is; (2) how it was used; and (3) at which site they will find it. 

Following the fieldtrip or viewing the videos, have the 
students look again at the photos and reorganize them 
based on where the objects were actually found. A key to 
the photos is included to help facilitate this follow-up and to 
explain more about each object.

• Comparing and Contrasting City and Country Life:  
The enclosed worksheets focus on the main themes of the 
Root Cellar and Ice Box programs and encourage students to 
compare and contrast how families in the city and country 
met their needs, using their knowledge about the Bradley 
House and Homestead Farm.

• Journal entry: Have each student write a journal entry 
about their fieldtrip or the videos, including such things 
as what they liked and disliked about each site, at which 
site they would most like to live and why, what they most 
remember about each site, etc.

• Diary entry: Have each student write a diary entry from 
the perspective of a child living at either the Homestead 
Farm or the Bradley House around 1880.

• Letter: Have the students pretend to be a child living at 
either the Bradley House or Homestead Farm around 1880 
and write a letter to a child at the other location. Include such 
information as how they spent part of a typical day, what their 
house is like, why they like living where they do, etc.

OVERVIEW OF MATERIALS
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Benjamin Franklin Bradley1 was born in 1843, in New York. 
When he was 23 years old, he moved to Midland and started 
a store that sold groceries and dry goods. Some of the foods 
he sold were flour, eggs and corn. His dry goods included such 
things as clothes and furniture.

Just one year after moving to Midland, Mr. Bradley fell in 
love with May Larkin2 and married her.  May’s parents were 
John3 and Amanda Larkin4, the first settlers to stay and live 
in Midland. Mr. Larkin also owned the biggest lumber mill in 
town. 

Shortly after they were married, Mr. and Mrs. Bradley had a 
baby. Their daughter, B. May Bradley, was born on October 14, 
1870. The Bradley’s soon built a new home5 for their growing 
family, near where St. Brigid’s Catholic Church now stands.

When she got older, B. May went to the Union School6 with 
many other girls and boys.  Each classroom in this large school 
had about 50 students split into two grades!

B. May7 went away to school in Kalamazoo, Michigan when 
she was 15 years old. There, at the Michigan Seminary for 
Women8, she studied Latin, music, singing, philosophy, and 
chemistry. 

When she was 20, B. May came back to Midland and married 
A.S. Arbury9.  The couple was known around town for their 
wonderful singing and the music parties they held in their 
home.

Eventually, Mr. Bradley decided to sell his house.  St. Brigid’s 
Catholic Church used it as their rectory for the next 60 years.  
When the church decided to build a new school, a group of 
people raised money to move the home to a new spot so it 
would not be torn down.  

The Bradley Home today sits on the West end of Emerson 
Park and is owned by the Midland County Historical Society. 

BRADLEY HISTORY
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Susan Belle Sinclair, known as Susie1, was born in the city of 
Midland on July 15, 1871. Two older sisters died before Susie 
was born. She was the oldest of the six Sinclair children (Susie, 
Nora2, Mabel3, Willie4, Hariett5, and Mildred6) who lived in 
the Midland area. When Susie was four years old, the family 
moved from the city to their farm7 (which is now part of the 
Chippewa Nature Center). At least three of Susie’s younger 
sisters and her brother were born at the farm.

Susie’s family was large and busy. Her father, C.W. Sinclair8, was 
a Civil War veteran who worked as a lumberman and farmer. 
He served on the city council when the family lived in Midland. 
After moving to the farm, Mr. Sinclair served as treasurer of 
the Ward 4 School. Susie’s mother, Josephine9, is remembered 
as a kind and loving person who devoted herself to her family.

Susie’s grandparents, Ahira & Harriet Sinclair10, lived in the city 
of Midland. Many other family members11, including six aunts 
and uncles and eighteen cousins, lived in or near Midland. 
Some of them lived near the school Susie and her siblings 
attended. Some of the cousins, like Hattie Sias, were much 
older than Susie, but ten of them were close to her age.

Cousin Hattie Sias was Susie’s teacher at the two-story, 
brick Ward 4 School. The Sinclair children traveled about 
two miles from their farm to reach this school (located 
just south of where the Tridge is now). The students were 
separated into two classes by learning level. One class was 
upstairs and the other downstairs in the building. There were 
about fifty students in each class! Most of the time, not all of 
these children were at the school at once. Since most of the 
children in the Ward 4 School lived on farms, they only came 
to school when their help was not needed for farm work. In 
fact, most students attended school for less than two months 
each year!

Susie and her sisters and brother all married. Four of the five 
sisters, including Susie, moved to Saginaw. Harriet moved to 
Kansas, but returned to Michigan after a few years. When 
Susie’s brother, Will grew up, he bought the family farm from 
his father. He lived there until he died (when he was 34).

THE SINCLAIR FAMILY
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Midland Map: Three 1884 Midland maps (and a numbered key), showing places that correspond to the Sinclair and Bradley 
family biographies, are included. Have students count how many blocks long and wide the city was. Have them try to find where 
the Tridge and Rail Trail are today. A current map of Midland would provide an interesting contrast.

1884 MIDLAND MAP

1. At the Bradley Home’s original location on the corner 
of Ashman and Larkin Streets, the house was right in the 
middle of downtown Midland.

2. Mr. Bradley’s Dry Good and Grocery Store was located 
on Main Street, just one and a half blocks from the Bradley 
Home.

3. The Larkin and Patrick Lumber Mill was the biggest 
business in town and was owned by B. May’s Grandpa 
Larkin. The Farmer’s Market now stands in the spot where 
the lumber mill once operated.

4. The Union School was the biggest school in Midland 
County with 270 students and 700 books. This three-story 
brick school stood on Grove Street until a boiler explosion 
destroyed it in 1908. Today, the site is Grove Park.

5. The Sixth District School was in the “Fourth Ward” area. 
With 95 students and 75 books, it was the second largest 
school in the county. Today, much of the Fourth Ward has 
been turned into baseball diamonds.

6. Patterson Road (Whitman Road today) was where several 
members of Susan Sinclair’s family lived. The family photos 
in the Sinclair history were taken at a relative’s house on 
Patterson Road.

6
5

3

2

1
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These items match up with the historical items photos that you can share with your students. You may use the worksheet 
following this key or you can do a simple vote on where they think each item will be found (or were found post-visit or viewing 
of the videos). Please note that some items may have been found historically in both city and country homes, but it is noted 
where they are found during these programs. Not all items are featured in the videos. 

KEY TO HISTORIC ITEMS PHOTOS

1. Washtub bass: A homemade instrument made from a 
metal washtub, a pole and a rope. It was used to accompany 
singers or other instruments. The player plucked the 
rope, changing the pitch by moving the pole (tightening or 
loosening the rope tension. Homestead Farm

2. Books: City families like the Bradleys were more likely 
than a farm family to have cash on hand to buy books. The 
books could be purchased at a local store or through a 
catalogue. Bradley Home

3. Iron fence: Fences in the city were used more for 
decoration then for penning animals in or out of places like 
on the farm. A city family would hire a blacksmith to make 
and install a fence like the one pictured. Bradley Home

4. Indoor Water Pump: The city family got all the water 
they needed for drinking, cooking, cleaning, etc. from this 
pump in the kitchen—quite a convenience. Bradley Home

5. Chicken coop: The coop was the shelter and fenced 
area where chickens were kept. This provided some extra 
protection for the chickens from weather and predators. 
Having all the chickens cooped with their nesting boxes 
also made it easier for the family to find the eggs each day. 
Homestead Farm

6. Ladies’ chair: Ladies’ chairs were specially designed to 
work for women wearing clothes typical of the late 1800’s. 
Bradley Home

7. Oil lamp: Although electricity was just becoming available 
in some cities, oil lamps were still the main lighting source 
for city families in the late 1800’s. As at the farm, each 
house would have many lamps, which older children would 
often be responsible for maintaining. Bradley Home

8. Cultivator: The cultivator was used for tilling the 
farm gardens. It broke up the dirt clods and loosened 
the soil to provide better growing conditions for seeds. 
Homestead Farm

9. Beam Auger or Mortising Tool: This machine was used 
to drill large holes in the beams and logs for houses and 
barns. Homestead Farm

10. Mandolin: This instrument was strummed like a guitar 
and could be played either by itself or with other 
instruments. Bradley Home

11. Wooden fence: Fences at the farm were designed 
to be primarily functional rather than decorative. They 
were used either to keep farm animals in a pen or out 
of certain areas (like the gardens). The fences were made 
from wood cut at the farm. Homestead Farm

12. Ice box: City families used iceboxes to refrigerate food. 
A large block of ice in a compartment at the top kept the 
icebox cold. An ice vendor traveled door to door in town 
selling ice blocks every week. The ice was harvested in the 
winter from a nearby river or lake, then packed in straw 
and sawdust and stored in an ice house. Bradley Home

13. Radiator: Radiators were used to heat many city houses. 
The strong metal radiators were made up of tubes 
through which hot water or steam passed. This in turn 
heated the air around the radiators. Bradley Home

14. Canning jars: The farm family grew almost all of their 
own food. Foods were either canned at home in jars, 
dried, pickled, salted or smoked to preserve them so the 
family would have food during the many months when 
fresh produce was not available. Homestead Farm

15. Oil Lamp: Oil lamps were the main lighting source for 
farm families in the late 1800’s. Each house would have 
many lamps to provide enough light for reading, sewing, 
cooking, etc. Often, older children would be responsible 
for cleaning the chimney, filling the lamp and trimming the 
wick. Homestead Farm

16. Canned foods: Foods commercially canned in metal cans 
rather than jars were readily available at general stores 
in cities like Midland. A city family could buy these foods, 
including ones not produced locally (e.g. salmon), rather 
than canning foods themselves. Bradley Home

17. Telephone: Telephones were a new invention in the 
late 1800’s. They were not widely available, but some city 
people, especially business people, had them installed in 
their homes and businesses. Bradley Home
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KEY TO HISTORIC ITEMS PHOTOS - CONTINUED

18. Doll carriage: City children often had toys like this doll 
carriage – a miniature copy of something adults used. Such 
toys were often purchased from a store or catalogue 
rather than made at home like those of many farm 
children. Bradley Home

19. Outdoor Pump: All of the farm family’s water – for 
drinking, cooking, watering the animals, and watering the 
gardens – came from the well near the cabin. Homestead 
Farm

20. Quilt Sampler: Girls were expected to learn to sew 
things that were not only functional, but also looked nice. 
Girls made samplers like this tiny “crazy quilt” to practice 
attaching pieces of cloth together and to learn various 
embroidery stitches. Samplers and quilts were one way to 
use small scraps of cloth left over from making clothing. 
Homestead Farm

21. Root cellar: The root cellar – the farm family’s 
“refrigerator” – was an underground room used for 
food storage. It was so well insulated by the ground 
around it that the inside temperature remained quite 
steady throughout the year regardless of the outside 
temperature. Homestead Farm

22. Sewing machine: Sewing machines became more widely 
available after the Civil War. They made it possible to sew 
clothes more quickly than stitching them entirely by hand. 
Bradley Home

23. Spinning wheel: The spinning wheel was an integral 
part of wool processing at the farm. It was used to twist 
carded wool into yarn that could then be knit or woven 
to make clothing. Homestead Farm

24. Carriage step: This stone step was positioned next to 
the driveway to make it easier to get into or out of a 
surrey or wagon. Bradley Home

25. Stereoscope: Stereoscopes were a popular form of 
entertainment. When a card was viewed through the 
lenses, the image appeared three-dimensional. Cards 
with scenes from all over the world were available, and 
provided one way to see what life was like in other places. 
Homestead Farm

26. Surrey: Surreys were fancy carriages. Their main purpose 
was for transporting people rather than for hauling heavy 
loads. Bradley Home

27. Buckboard wagon: The buckboard was the farmer’s 
“pickup truck”. It was used to travel between farms for 
visiting as well as for hauling produce between the farm 
and town. Homestead Farm

28. Washboard: Wet, soapy clothing was rubbed against the 
ribbing on a washboard to scrub out dirt. The washboard 
was also used to make music – a metal or wooden object 
could be rubbed on the washboard in time to music being 
played on other instruments. Homestead Farm

29. Skein winder: The skein winder was used to wind up 
yarn spun on the spinning wheel. Homestead Farm

30. Wood shed: The wood pile provided the fuel used in 
the cabin’s wood stoves for warmth and cooking food. 
The wood came from trees cut on the farm property. 
Homestead Farm

31. Wood stove: This stove, heated by burning wood was 
used to keep the cabin warm. Homestead Farm

32. Wool Carding Paddles: Cards were “combs” made of 
wooden paddles with short metal teeth. A farm woman or 
child would untangle and straighten wool before spinning 
by combing small clumps of cleaned wool between two 
cards. 
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KEY TO HISTORIC ITEMS PHOTOS 
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KEY TO HISTORIC ITEMS PHOTOS 
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KEY TO HISTORIC ITEMS PHOTOS 
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For each photo write your prediction of the item’s name and location. Would it be found at the Chippewa Nature Center  
or the Bradley Home? Compare your answers after your trip to see how you did!

WHERE WOULD THESE ITEMS BE FOUND?

Name______________________

Continued on back side

Item Name prediction Location prediction Actual name Actual location
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Item Name prediction Location prediction Actual name Actual location
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In the Farm rectangle, list things you saw or heard about that were only at the farm. In the Bradley House rectangle, list things 
you saw or heard about that were only at the Bradley House. In the space where the rectangles overlap, list the things you saw 
or heard about at both places.

ROOT CELLAR & ICE BOX: FOOD

Farm Bradley House

Name______________________
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In the Farm rectangle, list things you saw or heard about that were only at the farm. In the Bradley House rectangle, list things 
you saw or heard about that were only at the Bradley House. In the space where the rectangles overlap, list the things you saw 
or heard about at both places.

ROOT CELLAR & ICE BOX: CLOTHING

Farm Bradley House

Name______________________
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In the Farm rectangle, list things you saw or heard about that were only at the farm. In the Bradley House rectangle, list things 
you saw or heard about that were only at the Bradley House. In the space where the rectangles overlap, list the things you saw 
or heard about at both places.

ROOT CELLAR & ICE BOX: SHELTER

Farm Bradley House

Name______________________
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In the Farm rectangle, list things you saw or heard about that were only at the farm. In the Bradley House rectangle, list things 
you saw or heard about that were only at the Bradley House. In the space where the rectangles overlap, list the things you saw 
or heard about at both places.

ROOT CELLAR & ICE BOX: RECREATION & TRANSPORTATION

Farm Bradley House

Name______________________


