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Nature Preschool COVID-19 Response and Preparedness Plan
Nature Preschool is a high-quality, play-based program which uses research-based 
curriculum practices to implement developmentally appropriate early childhood 
education with nature at its core. This focus on nature and time outdoors is 
especially critical this year, as families seek socially, emotionally, and physically healthy 
environments for their preschoolers. 

We believe that children are capable individuals intrinsically motivated to learn. The 
teaching staff promotes learning by: 

• Providing an environment which encourages discovery, experimentation, and the 
opportunity to see the results of one’s actions.

• Developing activities that encourage growth based on children’s abilities and 
interests.

• Encouraging problem-solving and reflection by asking open-ended questions and 
providing information in response to children’s ideas, insights, and concerns. 

• Assisting children in their interactions with each other and offering opportunities 
for conflict resolution and cooperative learning. 

• Appreciating the individuality of children and families, and celebrating diversity.

• Engaging the whole family in the nature-based educational process.

Our Commitment to Health & Safety
Nature Preschool is committed to protecting the health of our children, families, staff, and community. The following policies 
were designed in response to guidance from the Michigan Departments of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) and 
Health and Human Services, in accordance with best practices from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, with 
consideration of suggestions from the American Academy of Pediatrics, the guidance of 
the State of Michigan Return to Learn roadmap, and with everyone’s well-being in mind. 
To limit the potential spread of COVID-19, we will be making some changes to our 
programming. These include robust cleaning and disinfecting procedures and minimizing 
opportunities for person-to-person exposure (e.g., an infected person spreading 
respiratory droplets through actions such as coughing, sneezing, or talking). The following 
plan outlines the recommended practices and strategies Nature Preschool will use to 
protect the health of our children, staff, and families while at the same time ensuring that 
children are experiencing developmentally appropriate and responsive interactions and 
environments. Please note: This is considered a living document and will be updated to reflect 
new knowledge and/or new protocol.
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Teaching Delivery Methods 
Nature Preschool is committed to providing an outdoor program to the extent that 
Michigan weather allows. We will conduct the program entirely outdoors, unless there 
is severe weather, high wind, extremely cold temperatures or another combination of 
factors that would prevent us from providing a safe outdoor learning environment. 

When we must go indoors, classes will avoid being in the shared hallway at the 
same time and will stay in their own classrooms. If we know we have to conduct 
the program indoors for the day, we will send an email as early as possible to notify 
families, who can then make the choice to send their child or not. If we must move 
indoors because of unexpected events, we will notify parents that we have moved 
indoors as soon as is reasonable and parents may make arrangements for early pick 
up if they wish. Should conditions improve during the course of a class, we will move 
back outdoors.

If the program or the class must stop meeting in person due to COVID-19 (due to 
class-wide exposure, recommendation of the local health department, or executive 
order), virtual lessons will be delivered. The weekday immediately following the 
closure will be a work day for teachers, with content beginning for families the day 
after that. Virtual lessons may include recorded videos, live virtual meetings, and 
written resources.

Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures
In order to reduce the interaction between adults, and thus possible exposure, 
Nature Preschool Staff will implement the following drop-off and pick-up procedures.

• Staggered drop off and pick up times will be set up. Families must arrive during 
their window in order to ensure the availability of staff to support the transition 
and to respect the other classes coming before or after. 

• Children will be greeted at a predetermined location, outside of the play area and 
building. After the child has been screened, they will join the class in a designated 
space. At this time, parents may not accompany children into the class space.

• Masks must be worn by all adults (parents and teachers) during drop off and pick up.

• Drop off and pick up times will be recorded by staff. They will also record who 
dropped off or picked up the child. 

• If a parent knows their child will be late to the program, the family must call the 
Nature Center at 989-631-0830 and arrangements will be made to welcome the 
child to the program.
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SCREENING FAMILIES  
for COVID-19 Symptoms and Exposure
In order to attend each day, families will be required to report if 
anyone in their household, including the preschooler have:

1. Received a positive COVID-19 test result in the last  
14 days.

2. Been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 
in the last 14 days

3. Experienced symptoms including persistent cough, fever, 
difficulty breathing, chills, change in smell or taste, diarrhea, 
and/or vomiting in the last three days. 

If the answer is yes, to any of the above questions, the 
preschooler may not attend preschool at that time. The 
Preschool Director will be in contact with the family regarding 
when the child may next attend preschool.

Preschoolers will have their temperature checked by a staff 
member prior to joining their class. If it is 100.4 degrees 
Fahrenheit or greater, the child’s temperature will be confirmed 
with a second thermometer using a different method. The 
preschooler may not attend if their temperature is 100.4 
degrees Fahrenheit or greater. Staff will re-check children’s 
temperatures throughout the day if they appear ill or “not 
themselves” (e.g., flushed cheeks, rapid or difficulty breathing 
without recent physical activity, fatigue, or extreme fussiness). 

During temperature-taking, staff will wear cloth face coverings. 
When possible, a no-touch thermometer will be used and will 
be sanitized regularly. 

We ask that you err on the side of caution and be especially 
sensitive to all of our families and the possibility of contagion. 
If you keep your child home for any reason on a scheduled day 
please contact Jill and inform us as to the reason for absence. 
Please remember that all other parts of our existing health 
policy remain in effect.

SCREENING STAFF  
for COVID-19 Symptoms and Exposure
Each day, prior to reporting to work, staff members must record 
their responses to the following questions: 

1. Are you currently suffering from any of the following 
symptoms: Fever, cough, shortness of breath, sore 
throat, and/or new loss of smell or taste, gastrointestinal 
problems, including nausea, diarrhea, and vomiting? If a 
touchless thermometer is available, temperature checks 
can be performed. 

2. Have you lived with, or had close contact with, someone in 
the last 14 days diagnosed with or displaying the symptoms 
of COVID-19? 

3. Have you traveled via airplane internationally or 
domestically in the last 14 days? 

If the answer is yes, to any of the above questions, the staff 
member must report their answer to their supervisor and may 
not come into work until they meet the back-to-work criteria.

Upon arrival to work, each staff member will have his/her 
temperature taken. If it is greater than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, 
they will be sent home.

Maintaining Consistent Groups
While we have not yet finalized classes, we know they 
will be no larger than our usual 16 (2 day) or 18 (3 and 
4 day) classes. Class sizes may be smaller depending on 
enrollment. These groups will be consistent and no mixing 
of classes will be allowed. To the extent possible, groups 
will stagger their times in common areas such as the  
main hallway.

At this time, parent volunteers and  
other guests are not able to  
participate in the program.  
We will revisit this policy  
regularly. If you would like  
to observe the class,  
please contact our  
Preschool Director.
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Safety Equipment
Cloth Face Coverings for Children

In accordance with Executive Order 2020-164, staff and children must wear a cloth 
face covering in all indoor common spaces. At Nature Preschool indoor common 
spaces include hallways, the front waiting/desk area, and the family bathroom. Masks are 
also required in common spaces at the Visitor Center, not including the classroom.  
For detailed mask information, please refer to the Masks at Nature Preschool document. 

Cloth Face Coverings for Preschool Staff

Cloth face coverings will be required except when teachers are outdoors with their 
classes with no contact with adults outside their teaching team. Clear face masks are 
recommended but not required. Face shields are optional at the discretion of each staff 
member, but may not replace a face mask. 

Hand Washing
Nature Preschool staff will reinforce regular health and safety practices with children 
and staff and continue to comply with licensing regulations and CDC hand washing 
guidelines as follows:

• Staff and children will wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

• Soap and water are the best option, especially if hands are visibly dirty. If hands are 
not visibly dirty, alcohol-based hand sanitizers with at least 60% alcohol can be used if 
soap and water are not readily available. Staff and children should cover all surfaces of 
their hands with hand sanitizer, rubbing them together until they feel dry.

• Staff should assist children with hand washing and use of hand sanitizer to ensure 
proper use and prevent ingestion.

• Staff and children (with frequent reminders and support) will cover coughs and 
sneezes with a tissue or sleeve and wash hands immediately after.

• Wearing gloves does not replace appropriate hand hygiene.

• Hand hygiene is especially important after blowing one’s nose, going to the bathroom, 
before eating or preparing food (or helping children do any of these actions).

• Keeping cleaning products secure and out of reach of children, avoiding use near 
children, and ensuring proper ventilation during use to prevent inhalation of toxic 
fumes.

Use of Gloves
Staff will wear gloves in a manner consistent with existing licensing rules (for example, 
gloves should be worn when handling contaminates, cleaning, or when serving food). 
Staff members should wash hands before putting gloves on and immediately after 
gloves are removed. Gloves are not recommended for broader use and do not replace 
hand washing.

https://www.chippewanaturecenter.org/upload/editor/Nature%20Preschool/Masks%20at%20Nature%20Preschool%202020.pdf
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Cleaning and Disinfecting
Nature Preschool staff will engage in the following 
cleaning and disinfecting practices in accordance with 
CDC recommendations:

1. Cleaning/disinfecting of high-touch surfaces (e.g., sinks, 
toilets, light switches, door knobs, counter and tabletops, 
chairs) between classes on a daily basis.

2. Cleaning/disinfecting of outdoor items such as toys, tables, 
and benches between classes. 

3. Using a schedule for regular cleaning and disinfecting tasks.

4. Ensuring staff wear disposable gloves, when available, to 
perform cleaning, disinfecting, laundry, and trash pick-up, 
followed by hand washing.

5. Cleaning dirty surfaces using detergent or soap and water 
prior to disinfection.

6. Use of CDC-recommended disinfectants such as EPA-
registered household disinfectants, diluted bleach solution, 
and/or alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol

At this time, we will make the following changes to 
managing the toys and materials in our classrooms:

1. Toys will be washed and sanitized between use by different 
classes. 

2. We will temporarily suspend use of indoor water and 
sensory tables.

3. We will select indoor toys and objects which can be easily 
cleaned or sanitized between use.

4. Outdoor toys will be selected that can easily be cleaned 
and sanitized. They will be cleaned and sanitized between 
classes. 

5. Natural materials will be removed from play if obviously 
contaminated.

6. Soiled toys will be set aside out of reach of children until 
they can be cleaned.

We will use the following strategies in our classrooms 
and facilities to minimize the spread of illness:

1. As a nature-based program, we are used to spending as 
much time outdoors as possible. We will continue this 
practice which ensures ample space and materials. Classes 
will be separated in outdoor spaces.

2. Where possible, limiting or eliminating use of common 
spaces in the classrooms/facility. When common spaces 
must be used, we will rotate use of the space and clean 
between groups.

3. Ensuring ventilation systems operate properly and 
increasing circulation of outdoor air as much as possible 
(e.g., keeping windows and doors open to the extent that 
this does not pose safety risks).

4. The drinking fountain will be closed and drinking water will 
be available in labeled, individual water bottles, or students 
may bring labeled water bottles from home. 

Items Brought From Home

During this time, we are trying to limit the number of items 
brought into the facility to reduce the possibility of virus 
transmission. We ask that families refrain from bringing 
comfort items (stuffed animals, blankets, loveys, toys) 
from home. However, we recognize that placing limits on 
children's comfort items may increase stress for children as 
they may be especially needed 
during this time of transition. 
Preschool teachers are 
prepared to provide school-
based comfort items such as 
comfort clips. If your child 
requires a comfort item from 
home, the item should remain 
at the child care facility to 
avoid cross-contamination 
and should be easily sanitized.
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Responding to COVID-19 Symptoms During Care
In a Preschooler

If a child develops a temperature above 100.4 degrees and/or symptoms such as 
persistent cough, difficulty breathing, chills, diarrhea, or vomiting, they will be sent 
home immediately with the recommendation to contact their primary care physician/
medical provider. Parents will be contacted for a prompt pick-up and the child will be 
isolated from other children. They will be accompanied by a staff member until pick 
up can take place.

If anyone shows emergency warning signs (e.g., trouble breathing, persistent pain/
pressure in the chest, new confusion, inability to wake or stay awake, or bluish lips or 
face), we will seek medical care immediately.

In a Staff Member

If a staff member develops a temperature above 100.4 degrees and/or symptoms 
such as persistent cough, difficulty breathing, chills, diarrhea, or vomiting, they will 
be sent home immediately with the recommendation to contact their primary care 
physician/medical provider. 

Returning to the Program After Experiencing Symptoms and/
or a Positive COVID Test
If a staff member or child had multiple symptoms or was diagnosed with COVID-19, 
they may return to the program when all three of the following criteria have been met:

• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

• At least 24 hours have passed without a fever without the use of fever-reducing 
medications.

• Other symptoms have improved.

If a staff member or child has a single symptom, they may return to the program 
when the symptom has improved and/or it has been attributed to another cause 
(such as allergies) by a medical professional.

As per Executive Order 2020-36, if staff or their close contacts have possible or 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, staff will be allowed to remain home without penalty 
of discharge, discipline, or other retaliation. Because child care staff members are part 
of Michigan’s essential workforce, they are eligible to be tested for COVID-19.

 A staffing plan to provide coverage in the case of staff needing to quarantine is 
available upon request. Every effort will be made to ensure continuity of the program 
and maintain appropriate staff to child ratios. If this is not possible, the program may 
close at CNC’s discretion.

Reporting Exposure

If a child, staff member, family member, 
or visitor to our program shows 
a fever and additional COVID-19 
symptoms or tests positive for 
the virus, we will contact our local 
health department and licensing 
consultant. Based on the guidance of 
the local health department, we will 
determine whether to close individual 
classrooms or our facility, the duration 
of the closure, and other next steps. 
We will communicate COVID-19 
exposure as directed by the local 
health department and our licensing 
consultant. As with all communicable 
disease notifications, we will respect 
the privacy of individuals and not share 
health information of a specific person.

The Midland County Health 
Department can be reached at 
989-832-6666.

https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-524136--,00.html
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Communicating with Families & Staff
We will actively communicate with staff and families to determine when they will 
return to work/care if they have been out, discuss concerns or questions, share new 
policies and expectations, and confidentially discuss any extenuating circumstances 
that have emerged and/or any health concerns/conditions that may elevate risk for 
complications if exposed to COVID-19.

The Preschool Director, Madison Powell, will handle communications from staff. The 
Preschool Office Manager, Jill Derry, along with the Preschool Director, will manage 
communications with families in addition to the child’s teaching team, who will 
establish regular communications with each family.

Training Staff

Staff will continually be engaged with training for best practices related to mitigating 
the spread of COVID-19 in preschool. As new information is received, policies and 
procedures may be updated. 

Supporting Children’s Social-Emotional Needs

Staff and families will partner to support the physical and emotional needs of children 
during this time. We anticipate that children will experience a wide range of feelings 
during this transition period. Some children will be relieved, some will have initial 
challenges with separation from their parent(s), some may demonstrate anger at the 
“disappearance” of their child care provider, and some may act out toward other 
children. Whatever the reactions, we acknowledge that staff and families may need 
some new tools in their toolkit to assist the child with emotional regulation and we 
will work together to support all caregivers.

We will make the following resources available for staff and families to support 
children:

• Crisis Parent and Caregiver Guide, from the Michigan Children’s Trust Fund

• Talking with Children about COVID-19, from the CDC

• Helping Young Children Through COVID-19, from Zero to Thrive (includes 
Arabic and Spanish translations) 

• Georgie and the Giant Germ, from Zero to Thrive and Tender Press Books

• Other - Conscious Discipline video and helpful resources for families

Our commitment to staff is documented in full in the Chippewa Nature 
Center COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan which is available 
upon request.

For other questions about the program, please refer to the Nature 
Preschool Parent Handbook and the Nature Preschool COVID-19 
Frequently Asked Questions. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ctf/CTF_Parent_Guide_687268_7.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/talking-with-children.html
https://zerotothrive.org/covid-19/covid-19-kids/
https://zerotothrive.org/covid-19/covid-19-kids/
https://consciousdiscipline.com/covid19/videos/
https://consciousdiscipline.com/covid-19-five-helpful-responses-for-families/

