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NATURE PRESCHOOL COVID-19 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What are the plans for indoor/outdoor and
in-person/virtual learning this year?
Nature Preschool is committed to providing an outdoor
program to the extent that Michigan weather allows. We will
conduct the program entirely outdoors, unless there is severe
weather, high wind, extremely cold temperatures or another
combination of factors that would prevent us from providing a
safe outdoor learning environment.
When we must go indoors, classes will avoid being in the shared
hallway at the same time and will stay in their own classrooms.
If we know we have to conduct the program indoors for the
day, we will send an email as early as possible to notify families,
who can then make the choice to send their child or not. If we
must move indoors because of unexpected events, we will notify
parents that we have moved indoors as soon as is reasonable
and parents may make arrangements for early pick up if they wish.
Should conditions improve during the course of a class, we will
move back outdoors.

this fee will be covered. If you have been awarded a partial
scholarship, tuition will be reduced and your scholarship will
be applied toward this fee. If you do not receive a scholarship,
your tuition reduction will be reflected in an adjustment to
your monthly payments.

Will masks be required?
In accordance with Executive Order 2020-164, staff and
children must wear a cloth face covering in all indoor common
spaces. At Nature Preschool indoor common spaces include
hallways, the front waiting/desk area, and the family bathroom.
Masks are also required in common spaces at the Visitor Center,
not including the classroom.
You will be responsible for teaching your child to independently
put on and take off their mask and set up a plan for keeping
track of the mask (we recommend a break-away lanyard).
Teachers will not handle children’s face masks.

If the program or the class must stop meeting in person due to
COVID-19 (due to class-wide exposure, recommendation of
the local health department, or executive order), virtual lessons
will be delivered. The weekday immediately following the
closure will be a work day for teachers, with content beginning
for families the day after that.Virtual lessons may include
recorded videos, live virtual meetings, and written resources.

For teachers and other preschool staff, face masks will be required
except when teachers are outdoors with their class and are not in
contact with any adults outside of their teaching team. Recognizing
the importance of seeing full faces in the role of social-emotional
development in early childhood, teachers will be allowed to show
their whole faces when working outdoors with children. When
possible, teachers will make use of clear face masks when masks
must be worn. Some staff may choose to also wear a clear face
shield, but this is not required and will not take the place of a mask.

Will tuition be reduced if Nature Preschool is
meeting virtually?

For detailed mask information, please refer to the Masks at Nature
Preschool document.

Yes, tuition will be reduced to $20/week for those weeks
that Nature Preschool is meeting virtually. This applies only
to when the entire class has moved to virtual lessons due to
class-wide exposure, recommendations of the local health
department or an executive order. This fee helps ensure the
ability to provide new resources to families and hold their
child’s spot in the program for when in-person classes resume.
Please note, if you have been awarded a full scholarship,
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Will class sizes be reduced?
While we have not yet finalized classes, we know they will be
no larger than our usual 16 (2 day) or 18 (3 and 4 day) classes.
Class sizes may be smaller depending on enrollment.
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What’s the plan for staffing?
Nature Preschool will continue to provide three teachers in
each classroom. Recognizing the more stringent return-to-work
rules this year, CNC is working to secure a team of wellqualified, and well-trained substitute teachers who will be able
to join a class should a teacher need to stay home for a period
of time. If, at any time, we do not have sufficient staff to fully
support a class, the class will move to virtual lessons until such
time that we are again able to provide appropriate staffing.

Will drop-off and pick-up change?
Yes, our procedures for drop-off and pick-up will change, and
may continue to evolve over the course of the school year. We
ask that all families arrive within the first 15 minutes of class
and drive to their designated drop-off location (this information
with be provided closer to the start of school). Once
there, a Nature Preschool staff member will take the child’s
temperature and ask screening questions. Adults dropping
children off will be required to wear a mask. Once screened,
children will join their class and teachers at a designated nearby
location. Once all children have arrived, or the time for arrival
has closed, the class will move away from the area. Pick-up will
happen in reverse order, with teachers bringing children to
the designated location. If severe weather prevents an outdoor
drop-off or pick-up, alternate plans will be communicated with
families via email.
If a family is unable to arrive during the designated drop-off or
pick-up time, they must call CNC at 989-631-0830 to notify
the teaching team and make arrangements and the staff’s
convenience to facilitate the drop-off or pick-up. We understand
that sometimes delays are unavoidable or early pick-ups are
needed, but out of respect for all families, children and teachers,
we ask that everyone make the utmost effort to be on time.

Can I volunteer in my child’s class?

reduce the opportunity for COVID-19 exposure, we will be
postponing family volunteering. We will re-visit this policy on
a regular basis and notify you of any changes. If you would like
to observe your child’s class, please discuss this with Madison
Powell, Nature Preschool Director. Our families are important
partners here at Nature Preschool and we look forward
to finding creative ways to connect, while respecting and
supporting the safety and well-being of all of our preschoolers.

How can I get my child ready for the first day if
there’s no Open House?
We are excited to welcome your child to Nature Preschool
and will work with you to create as smooth a transition as
possible.You will have the option to choose between a virtual
or outdoor, socially distanced visit with two of your child’s
teachers prior to the start of the school year. In addition, we
will be providing videos and stories that you can share with
your child to help them see what Nature Preschool will be like
when they come on the first day. Please share these with your
child and review them many times before the first day. Also, we
welcome you to come visit on your own to check out the play
areas.

How will my child’s gear be handled?
This year, we will keep preschooler’s gear outdoors, weather
permitting. We will not be storing student gear permanently
at Nature Preschool with the exception of changes of clothes
kept in the bathrooms.
Nature Preschool uses individual trail backpacks for children
each year. Each child will be given a backpack for carrying their
water bottle, writing utensils, exploration materials, learning
manipulatives, and other tools for outdoor learning. These will
be provided by the program. Donations of items such as travel
hand sanitizer, band-aids, travel tissue packs, crayons/colored
pencils are greatly appreciated but not required.

Each year, we ask families to wait a minimum of 1-month
before volunteering at Nature Preschool to allow teachers and
students time to build relationships, develop routines, and get
into their “groove”. This year, in order to support the safety and
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What’s the cleaning plan?

Still have questions? Please ask!

The full cleaning and disinfecting plan can be found in the
Nature Preschool COVID-19 Response and Preparedness
Plan as well as Nature Preschool’s Policies and Procedures. In
general, toys and educational items will be selected for ease
of sanitization and will be sanitized between use by different
classes. Soiled items will be removed from play until they can
be sanitized. Natural items (logs, sticks, rocks, etc.) will not
be sanitized, but will be removed from play if obviously soiled.
Classrooms (if used by students), bathrooms, and easily cleaned
outdoor surfaces (picnic tables) will be cleaned between classes.
Wood benches, logs, and other natural structures in the play
area will only be cleaned if obviously soiled.

You may contact Madison Powell, Nature Preschool Director
at 989-631-0830 or mpowell@chippewanaturecenter.org . We
expect that some of these policies and procedures will evolve
over the course of the school year and we are committed to
updating our families when those changes occur. Our team has
years of experience of teaching preschoolers and supporting
families, however, many of these policies and procedures are
new for us. We ask for your patience and understanding as we
learn and adjust together. The health and well-being of your
children, your family, and our team are at the heart of all we
do and we look forward to partnering with you this year!

How will exposure be managed/communicated?
If a child, staff member, family member, or visitor to our
program shows a fever and additional COVID-19 symptoms
or tests positive for the virus, we will contact our local health
department and licensing consultant. Based on the guidance
of the local health department, we will determine whether to
close individual classrooms or our facility, the duration of the
closure, and other next steps. We will communicate COVID-19
exposure as directed by the local health department and
our licensing consultant. As with all communicable disease
notifications, we will respect the privacy of individuals and not
share health information of a specific person.
The Midland County Health Department can be
reached at 989-832-6666.

What if I have more questions?
Please review the COVID-19 Response and Preparedness Plan
as well as the Parent Handbook and these FAQs.
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