
FAQs – Safety Guidelines for CNC Youth Programming 
Concerning COVID-19
Will cloth face coverings be required?
Children ages 8+ will be required to wear a cloth face covering when indoors or outdoors when the 
physical distancing of six feet cannot be maintained. Children ages 4-7 will not be required to wear 
cloth face coverings while outdoors and will be encouraged to wear them indoors.  Staff members will 
be required to wear cloth face coverings during arrival and departure times, indoors, preparing food, or 
outdoors when physical distancing of six feet cannot be maintained.  If needed, disposable face coverings 
will be provided to participants. 

What health screenings should families expect at arrival?
We will check for COVID-19 symptoms when participants and staff arrive daily. The checks are 
conducted before campers and staff enter the programming space. Family members dropping off 
participants are required to stay until the participants have been cleared. A designated area will be 
set-up that allows for privacy and physical distancing. A re-check during the day will be conducted if an 
individual appears sick or displays symptoms of COVID-19. 

Arrival
Since fever is a key indicator for youth, participants will have their temperature screened using a no-
touch thermometer. If a temperature of more than 100.4° F is recorded, the participant will not be 
allowed to attend. Cough and/or diarrhea, in addition to fever, is suggestive of coronavirus. 

Reminder: The symptoms of COVID-19 are similar in children and adults. However, 
children are less likely to have fever, cough, or shortness of breath and are more likely to 
have milder symptoms or develop no symptoms at all. Their symptoms are often similar 
to those seen in other common viral upper respiratory tract infections such as runny 
nose, cough, or sore throat, with or without fever. Vomiting and diarrhea have also been 
reported. 

Parents will be asked:
• Have you or your child been in contact with a person who has or is suspected of having 

COVID-19?
• Has your child felt unwell in the last three days? 
• (fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or  difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 

headache, the new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, 
and/or diarrhea)
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Participants will be asked:
• Have you felt unwell in the last three days? (fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, the new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, 
congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and/or diarrhea)

• Are you feeling well today? 

A staff member will visually check the participant for signs of illness, including flushed cheeks, rapid or 
difficulty breathing (without recent physical activity), fatigue, or extreme fussiness. 

For staff members, a temperature check, along with screening questions, will be performed before they 
can start each day. 

If a participant or staff member has any symptoms or has been in contact with a person who has or is 
suspected of having COVID-19, they will be sent home and will not enter the programming space. 

Staff will continue to observe participants for symptoms throughout the day and monitor temperatures 
when a participant appears ill or “not themselves.” If a participant or staff member shows symptoms, 
they will be taken to the designated area to meet with the supervising staff member and families will be 
contacted to facilitate an early dismissal.  Participants and staff members will be encouraged to contact 
their primary care doctor to seek medical guidance. 

How will social distancing principles be encouraged throughout the session?
All programming will be done outdoors. Indoor time will be limited to  restroom use or seeking shelter 
in case of an emergency or unexpected hazardous weather. The Physical distancing of six feet will be 
supported between participants, including those within the same group, when cloth face coverings 
are not being worn.  Interactions with other groups, staff, and the public will be avoided. We will have 
two educators teaching ten children who will facilitate appropriate explorations, non-contact games, 
individual crafts, and nature-based experiences.  

Are there additional cleaning/disinfecting procedures in place?
Frequently touched surfaces within the program space will be cleaned before and after the program 
daily (for example, play area equipment, door handles, sink handles, etc.). The restrooms will be cleaned 
three times daily. Please note, each group will have exclusive access to an assigned bathroom. It will not 
be available to the public or other staff members.  

Sharing of objects and equipment will be limited and we will focus on utilizing individual supplies.  Each 
participant will receive a CNC drawstring bag to carry their personal water bottle and supplies for 
the day’s activities. Staff and participants will regularly use proper hand-washing techniques - especially 
after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing, going to the bathroom, and before eating or preparing food.  
Educators will carry hand sanitizer with them at all times and will use and provide it to participants 
when hand-washing is not available. 
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What if there is a possible or confirmed case of COVID-19 among the 
children, staff, or families?
If someone becomes symptomatic during the program, they will be sent home immediately. Sick 
individuals will be immediately separated from all other participants and staff and either sent home or 
to a healthcare facility for evaluation, depending on how severe their symptoms are. They should also 
follow CDC guidance: Steps if you are sick

If a child or staff member who has been present in the program is diagnosed with COVID-19 or 
show symptoms consistent with COVID-19, the Chippewa Nature Center will notify families and 
staff.  Privacy of individuals will be respected, and health information for a specific person will not be 
shared. Staff and families are also required to report to the Chippewa Nature Center if they become 
symptomatic or receive positive COVID-19 test results within two weeks after the completion of the 
program.

We will also contact the Midland County Department of Public Health if a program participant or staff 
member shows symptoms or has a confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis.  We will follow their guidance on 
additional steps.


