
Sweet Flag
Acorus calamus

Height: 1 to 4 feet

Light: Full sun ïpart shade

Soil: Prefers wet but tolerant of 

dry periods and acidic conditions. 

Flowers: Green, June-July

Wildlife Value: Food and cover

Note: Not a rapid colonizer

Perennial Sedge



Pen Sedge
Carex Pensylvanica

Å Height: 6-12 inches

Å Light: part shade

Å Flower: Green, April ïMay

Å Soil: dry to average

Å Note: Will colonize an area. 
Good ground cover in a no-
mow area under Pine, Maple 
or Basswood. 

SedgePerennial 



Fox Sedge
Carex vulpinoidea

Height: 2 to 3 feet 

Light: Full sun to partial sun

Flower: Green, May - June

Soil: Average to wet soils, Prefers 

fluctuating water levels

Wildlife Value: Songbirds and 

waterfowl. Larval host for butterflies.

SedgePerennial 



Big Bluestem
Andropogon gerardii

Height: 5 to 7 feet

Spacing: 1-2 feet apart for borders.

Flower: Green, July - August

Light: Full sun to partial shade.

Soil: Dry to moist well-drained soils 

with all soil types.

Wildlife value: Songbirds and small 

mammals eat the seeds. Larval host 

for butterflies.

Attractive reddish-bronze fall color.

GrassPerennial 



June Grass
Koeleria macrantha

Å Height: 1 to 2 feet

Å Spread: 1 foot

Å Flower: Green, May-June

Å Light: Full sun

Å Soil: Dry ïmoist, well drained

Å Spacing: >1 foot.

Å Wildlife value: Songbirds and 
small mammals eat the seeds. 

Å Note: Good ground cover for 
hot dry sites

Perennial Grass



Switch Grass
Panicum virgatum

Å Height: 3 to 6 feet

Å Spread: 2-3 foot

Å Flower: Green, July - August

Å Light: Full ïpartial sun

Å Soil: Will tolerate most soil 
conditions.

Å Wildlife value: Refuge and 
forage, songbirds and small 
mammals eat the seeds. Larval 
host for butterflies.

Å Note: Yellow to golden brown 
fall color

Perennial Grass


